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FOUR LETTERS 
T0 


TAR Rev. MR. NEWT ant 


r of the United Pariſhes of r * Voolnoth and 
n St, wy To eh 1 | 


\ us, 


By a DISSENTING MINISTER, 


—Stultus, & WS hic amor eft, dignuſque notari. 
Cum tua pervideas oculis mala lippus inunctis; | 
Cur in amicorum vitiis tam cernis acutum, 

Quim aut Aquila, aut Serpens Epidaurius ? at tibi contra 
Evenit; inquirant vitia ut tua rurſus & illi. Hon. 


Our rejoicing fs this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, that in 
ſimplicity and godly fincerity, not with fleſhly wiſdom, but 


by the grace of God, we have had our converſation in the 
world, | * 2 Cor. i 1. 12. 


Stand faſt thetefore in the Tag wherewith Chriſt hath made 
us free, and be not-entangled again with the yoke of bon» 
Gage me A little leaven * the whole lump. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


JT is hoped that the Rev. Gentle- 
man to whom theſe Letters are 
addreſſed, will not be diſpleaſed with 
his Correſpondent, for borrowing ſo 
much from his Apologia :—he could 
not more ſuitably expreſs himſelf in 

ſome particulars—was alſo willing to 

manifeſt at leaſt an equal ſpirit of 
moderation, candour, and benevo- 
lence, free of the leaſt affetation— 
but chiefly, it was his defire, that the 
reader might thus have the adyantage 
of peruſing both publications toge- 
ther, and ſo be the better able to 
form a right Judgment of the perſons 
and. ching in queſtion. The few 
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words that may ſeem to border on ſe- 
verity, were by Mr. Newton firſt 
applied to the Diſſenting Miniſters; 
in whoſe room, his own favourite 
Phrae 44 ct dewäkened Clecgpl i 
now ſubſtituted, as being thought 


p N - - 
7 * * PF... F ; & 5 
Atl kr -* 4 * 1 : 2 * * 
* * 1 
8 _ * ” % 7 - 
* q $3 3% 7 1 . 
4 3 x * wet . IR, © 2 F WR | I 4 
, 
F * - 
* * * * * * # - 7 7” 
* * f ” - F * > + * . * 
# 4 _— 4 3-3 # — „ 4 " 5 = — 
- 
» 
5 © PR © 7 
- 1 : 
- o 
a. , * 2 
; ; 4 
. by ll 
Py s 4 i 
4 * * * - - s 
, o 
Y - * — - i 
: 4 * 1 I 
ol - * 1 7 
pe & 
. - * * o * - 
W - » 7 
7 * * 2 4 
8 4 . -3 > : 
* 5 
0 .* 
® » * * * - P 
k mY — © . * * 
6 . 
©. * ”" 8. © * \ + — * I $ * 4 * * 
; * 
- 4 LY . — - 
* 9 N 2 F< * * . 4 - 7 
* 0 * *. 44 
Py w & » * 4 2 # a i 4 — - * * * - 
- * . 
x ; FT * * * 1 
7 3 9 2 
" C% * * 2 r FE F 3 * 4 
2 „ « 
bac * _— 4 41 40 " * 5 7 . c F 4 
* 9 
a - 
« „ - - * * bs 
* —— 
— ; * SE -Y * * Fog * 3 * ' E o 
; * 
ab * #4 „44 3 44, „„ a 2 & = 
* . 
* # ng „ * „ * * * 5 * 
4 b * * 1 2 1 * #4 + 7 * „ 8 * 5 ja — F: 4 
* . 4 Go # * 1 #j 4 . » 
; o 
— 
. , 1 
: - „ * * o - 
* * * 9 1 8 * 5 ** ? 
3 3 =o, » * * * . - of + * * — 
* 
4 7 
* 92 - o = — — 
5 [EF $15 , b 3 
= 4 . 4 3% © a «4 1 4 - * — 7 
- PF 
tl 42 
y Py ? 7 I. ct, 9 
# 7 « * * 2 2 3 * "i * 
: » . 
* + 8 2 4 * » * 4 w +4 — — * — - 
* 
$94 * — . * o * k 
4 . 
7 : = . ? "Y 5 — ? : ; * i 4 4 
„ * 7 mY Ss & > 8 an 41 * 1 _ S A * 
* 5 
4 
* d - i .. ©, - 7 
* * 4 * * b N f? py a . Ws a * L N * - * * 
* 1 ts © & a 


eee pant = ETTER 


„ * 


7 r 


” *, 
6 4 * o #.* 7 
14 ei 1 L. & bt + 4 
* 


% P » i : . 8 1 * ; OP "43 - s * 
Þ >» 3 4 9 * w 7.4 * 1 7 . #'> 4 A 124 
7 * 5 7 F 7 
44 1 1411 * o G 14 * 
** Ss 4 
» 
i 6 * 1 — R 
* 8 4 4 by 4 + a &5 2201121 45 40 [4 25 5f 4 | 


* * 9 | 

© © * 6 © 8 £% 7 > * * - 

# 6-6 $5 > »*34.#3.4 > 
— 4 


ee eee 1 HD⁰²⁰ν,U, ee Vie 
| Omer nave public ; 
1 ſons which induced you toi exerciſe 
your -miniſtry as a Clergyman of the Church 8 
pot. of England; rather than among the a... 2 
oeenters, where your firſt religious connec- 2 
tions were formed, and with many of whom 
you profeſs. ſtill to maintain a cordial-friend- 
ſhip. Hitherto, it ſeems, you contented your- | 
ſelf with aſſuring them, i in general terms, 
a that as the preference you gau b the eſta- 
i bliſnment was the reſult of ſerious and im- 
by. partial enquiry, ſo you had never ſeen rea- 
* ſon to repent of it, no not for a minute, 
5 ſince the day of your ordination. A more 


anne account you- thought to WR 
B _ fary, 


* Wc #4 120 1 1 
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„ 
5 fary, as ſome perſons had expreſſed a ſur- 
priſe at your choice, and were. at 2 Joſs 
to account for your conduct. 

This ſurpriſe was very natural; for, in the 
preſent century, few have been the converts 
from the diſſenting miniſtry to the national 
eſtabliſhment, who were truly reſpectable, 
evangelical, and ſerious. The greater part of 
thoſe that have thus apparently gone out from 
us, were ſuch as ſcarcely could be ſaid to have 
been ever of us. They were either ignorant of 
the firſt principles of that liberty wherewith 
Chriſt hath made his diſciples free, or could 
obtain no profitable ſettlement with us; or, 
by an unſuitable levity or imprudence of 

conduct, had loſt the favour of their hearers, 
and all hope of acceptance and ſueceſs among 
them; — and ſo, with the proſpect of obtain- 
ing epiſcopal ordination, and a more ſtable 
and profitable ſettlement, they forſook and 
walked no more with us. 

The public reaſons aſſigned by chem for 
their behaviour, uſually proved very unſatiſ- 
factory even to their new acquaintance; ſa 
that the late Biſhop Sherlock, when applied 

EE ta 
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to for conferring ordination on ſuch, | ge- 
nerally replied, „ No—T do not like rene- 


gades from the difſenters—if they were good 
for any thing, they would not come over to 
us. One certain conſequence of a religious 


diſſenter's ordination by a Biſhop, is his be- 


ing more taken notice of, if not making a 


greater noiſe, in the world; - but the general 
Treaſon aſſigned for the revolt hath been, There 
are among the diſſenters ſome uſages, if not 
impoſitions, which their miniſters muſt ſub- 
mit to, of which there are no traces in the 
inſpired account of the primitive churches ; 
and therefore we had better take the leap 


once for all, and ſubmit to the ſubſcriptions 


and impoſitions in the eſtabliſhment, which 


are enjoined by thoſe who have a ſhew of 


authority, and are the head of the ſtate.” — 
This reaſon hath been often ſatisfactorily re- 
Futed, but it muſt be revived and re-revived. 


— Should there be any uſages and impoſi- 
tions among us that are unſcriptural, cer- 
tainly we have fewer than the eſtabliſh- 
ment; and no one among us is obliged to 
ſubſcribe with his hand the belief of articles, 
and obſervance of rites and rules, which his 

B32 heart 


"FP 


= heart diſlikes, and reſolves not altogether 


to obſerve. Beſides, every diſſenting con- 
gregation bath a power in itſelf of corre. 
ing any abuſes or defects, and reducing 
the church order and government to the 
exact pattern ſet forth in the word of God, 
; whenever it pleaſes, or as occaſion requires; 
| but the eſtabliſhed church acts on the prin- 
ciples of perfection and infallibility, though 
they are diſclaimed, — What is required and 
| impoſed muſt continue from generation to 
generation, and even you yourſelf dare not 

wiſh the improvement of your liturgy, 
though you think it „ of amend- 
ment *.. 

IH the reaſons you have now communi- 
_Eated from the preſs, contain all © the ſatisfac- 
tion that is in your power to give me and 
other friends 4, we. are the more exceed- 


ingly confirmed in the good old principles 


| and paths of our pious and [conſcientious an- 
ceſtors. But, though greatly diſappointed, I 
truſt that a juſt ſenſe of brotherly candour 
and affection ſhall regulate my pen in the 
anſwer, and preſerve me from that harſh 
N 29, 22. 4p. 3. 285 
and 


131 


and angry ſpirit, into which writers ern 
controverſial points are too often betrayed 
and there will be no other ſpirit or . reſent- 
ment than is due and te on the oc- 
caſion *.“ 

I confeſs that, as in this buſineſs wy con- 
ſcience is clear in the ſight of Him to whom 
alone I am properly accountable, I could 
wiſh ſtill to continue filent rather than 
trouble the public : but ſomething upon this . 
ſubject now ſeems expedient; not ſo much 
by way of apology for ourſelves, as with a 
view of obviating prejudices, and prevent- 
ing, or at leaſt abating, the unhappy ef- 
fects of a party-ſpirit, which I fear your 
letters have already produced, if not ſo de- 
ſigned. Vou were not publicly accuſed, ' 
there was not a whiſper againſt your in- 
tegrity or conſiſtency, and above rewenty 
years are paſled ſince you left us ; ſurely then 
there was no call for a public vindication of 
yourſelf. On a careful review of the con- 
tents, with the rapid diſſemination there- 
of through the religious world, efteem me 
not uncharitable for thinking your inten- 

* Howe's works, vol. ii, p. 611. 
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tion appears to have been to . the: 
diſſenting miniſters, particularly thoſe. of the 
congregational denomination, as having no: 
juſt cauſe of diſſent from the national church; 
as very narrow-minded, inconſiſtent, and cen- 
ſorious, and as endeavouring to ſeduce the 
| ſerious members of the eſtabliſhment over 
to their communion, to increaſe their party: 
—and, on the other hand, to perſuade our 
ſerious friends, that there is no juſt ground 
of ſeparation from you, — that it is altogether 
immaterial what form of worſhip and church 
government they embrace; — and to aſſure the 
world, that the beſt of the diſſenters would 
join your communion, were it not for the 
inſinuations of their miniſters, and their not 
daring to think for themſelves.” This ap- 
pears to be a candid as well as juſt analyſis of 
your publication, and I believe it will * ö 
be proved ſo in the ſequel. 
Vou ſay juſtly, there was a time nia the 
Non-conformiſts groaned under the iron rod- 
of oppreſſion, and were expoſed to fines, pe- 
nalties, and impriſonment, as well as to cruel. 


ace and the lawleſs rage of: a * 


5p. 4. | 
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for worſhippin God according 10 che light D 


of their conſciences. Their non-conformity, 


Sir, was both the o/tenſible and the real cavſe 
of the hard treatment they met with. The 
greater part of the Non- conformiſt Minif- 
ters of that day were truly the light and 
glory of the land. I'hey were men full of 
faith and of the Holy Ghoſt, penetrated with 
a deep ſenſe of the Redeemer's glary' and 
love, and of the worth of ſouls. Their mi- 
niſtrations were accompanied with unction 
and power, and they were inſtrumental in 
turning many ſinners from their evil ways. 
It is indeed no wonder that the world hated 
ſuch men; that ſnares were ſpread for their 
feet, their liberty abridged, and that many 
ſaid, Away with them, they at are not ene, 


to live!“ 


Lou think it probable, that, if theſe fer- 
vants of the Moſt High could have enjoyed 
that freedom for their perſons and aſſemblies, 
which is now poſſeſſed by thoſe who bear 


the fame name, they would have been well 


ſatisfied that the eſtabliſhed CEO ſhould 
LT RD 
B 4 8 have 
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bave remained in peaceful poſſeſlion of its 
own order and ritual,” They might, as aue 
tru are; but {till fervently praying, that all 
men would acknowledge the Lord. Jeſus. to 
Je be what God hath made him, head over all 
things to the church, and, as ſuch, honour 
and obey him. Therefore, Sir, whatever 
appears in this correſpondence again/? your 
Church order and ritual, muſt be conſidered 
as forcibly drawn. from me ;—being abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to prove the futility of the 
reaſons you have aſſigned for your con- 
| formity. Several among our forefathers, tis 
: granted, continued to worſhip e ee 
in the Pariſh Churches, after they had been 
ejected | from them as preachers ; and this, 
from a. facred regard to the Sabbath and pub- 
lic worſhip, to manifeſt alſo their brotherly 
love, and to prove their loyal attachment to 
the ungrateful rulers that perſecuted them. 
| But things were ſtudiouſly carried againſt 
1 | them with a high hand. The exaction of 
Lit | re-ordination, and the little time allowed for 
116 ſubſcribing the book of Common- prayer, 
Lil wich many of the Miniſters had not been 
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able to procure, or even to ſee, when the 
law called for their aſſent to it, were cir- 
eumſtances which might contribute to ſwell - 


the Bartbolometu-liſt. It was well known 


to ſome of the leaders in that unhappy buſi- 


neſs, of whom ſeveral were Biſhops,” that 


there were among the Non-conformiſts wiſe 
and moderate men, who were not diſpoſed 


were conſtrained by the harſheſt and moſt 


violent meaſures : ſuch therefore were the 


meaſures they adopted. 


It is our mercy to thank in e ga 


times. We are freed from ſome reſtraints: 
in religious concerns; and every perſon, 


through the ſpirit of the times, and equity 
and good policy of the ſtate, is at liberty to 


profeſs, preach, worſhip, or print as he 


thinks proper. But it is ſtill to be lament- 


. ed, that even not your diſſenting brethren 


are not in poſſeſſion of thoſe rights, which, as 
men and chriſtians, we can juſtly claim. 
There are ſtill penal laws to haraſs and 


diftreſs the conſcientious Non-conformiſt, - 


I agree with you, it is to be lamented, 


Te 10 * 
that they, who are united upon the fame. 
foundations, and agree in the ſame important. 
leading principles, ſhould lay ſo much ſtreſs 

upon their circumſtantial. differences in ſen- 
timent, as to prevent the exerciſe of mutual 
love and forbearance ; and that, inſtead of 
labouring in concert within their reſpective 
departments to promote the common cauſe, 
they ſhould vex and worry each other with, 
needleſs diſputations, and uncharitable cen- 
fure*, God grant that the High Church. 
principles, which formerly produced unjuſti-, 
flable and oppreſſive effects, may be now ge- 
nerally exploded, as you hope they are. 
You may certainly lay a claim to that mo- 
deration, candour, and tenderneſs from vour 
diſſenting brethren, which you exerciſe to- 
wards them. But as we are not the aggreſ- 
ſors, ſo you and other clergymen ſeem no 
longer content to ſtand upon the defenſive. 
We wiſh to join. you with heart and hand 
in ſupporting and ſpreading the great truths. 
of the Goſpel ; and rejoice with you, if God 
be ns to give. you ſucceſs, But there. 
| e 


are 


Cm 7 
are thoſe among you, whoſe perſons and ge- 
neral conduct we reſpect, from whom we 
do not find equal returns of good- will, be- 
cauſe we cannot join with them in the ſup- 
port of a palladium which bears the name 
of the eftabliſhed Church or Intereſt; the 
heads and rulers. of which have too often 
perſecuted our anceſtors, and ſought to extir- 
pate what you call by the name of the Di. 
ſenting Intereſt.” And notwithſtanding the 
peculiarity of this phraſe, and the various 
names, views, and ſentiments which obtain 
among thoſe who form this aggregate, ſtyled 
the Diſſenting Intereſt, you may truly un- 
derſtand by it little more or leſs than the 
intereſt of the Redeemer's Kingdom. = 
Many of the moſt reſpectable of your 
Church, clergy and laity, have often in 
public expreſſed their grateful acknow- 
ledgments to God, that a Diſſenting In- 
tereſt prevailed in the land. The advan- 
tages are too obvious, and might be eſteem- 
ed invidious, to mention. You are well ac- 
quainted with the old obſervation.of a good 
writer, „It is evident, that whatever care 
Ie there 
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Lord's Day, and the frequent preaching in 
the Churches, is owing to the influence of 


the Diſſenters; for, in the Laudean times, 
ſtrictneſs in keeping the Lord's Day, and af- 


ternoon lectures, were looked upon as marks 


of Puritaniſm; and, even more lately, ſome 
of the High Church clergy cannot forbear 


ſhewing how little they reliſh either of theſe. 
And were the Diſſenting Intereft to fink, 


there is too much, reaſon to fear, that the 


Intereſt of Practical Religion wauld fink with 
it to a very low ebb. Great numbers of the 


clergy, eſpecially in the country, would ex- 


cuſe themſelves of the trouble of preaching ; 
and though even now there are complaints 
of great irregularities among too many of 


them, they would then be apt to take ſtill 
greater liberties.” | 

- There are with you, as well as among 
us, thoſe -<* who. depreciate the perſon and 


blood of the Saviour, and deny the agency 
and influence of the Holy Spirit, or the total 


e of fallen man *,“ dure 
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their folemn ſubſcriptions to the eſt 
Let us judge them not ; but as for thoſe 
who love, avow, and preach the doctrines, 
experience, and practice, which both you 


and I include in our idea of the Goſpel, ſo 
far I can truly ſay, though not a Church- 
man myſelf, your ſueceſs is dear to my 


heart, and hath a ſhare in my daily prayers. 
And in this I ſpeak the ſentiments of many, 


yea, of all my brethren, We are ſorry, 


therefore, when books are written, like your 
Apologia, or declafations in the ſolemn oc+ 
caſions of worſhip unſeaſonably made, 28 


at your Archdeacon's viſitations and this” * . 


conſecration of your Biſhops, frequently,” 
which ſeem not ſo much deſigned to con- 


firm your people in their own principles, as 
to place thoſe who cannot accede to. them 


in an unfavourable licht; our Mini ter 


eſpecially, who, according to ſome repre- 


ſentations, muſt be ſuppoſed to be not only 


fanatics and heretics, but to be deſtitute 


of learning, of common ſenſe, and of com- 


mon honeſty. | * 
a in Ad a u eds to a 
5 8 85 | friend, 


LY 
friend, you think yourſelf releaſed from that 
attention to method which you might obſerve 
if compoſing a treatiſe, indulge me with the 
fame liberty ; eſpecially as our readers may 
rather chooſe to follow us page by page, and 
examine as they read. You would not have 
wearied me © in attempting to juſtiſy every 
thing that obtains in your way, nor in call- 
ing my attention to all the minutiz which 
might furniſh ſubje& for debate.” In de- 
clining to do this, you appear fully ſenſible 
of the weakneſs of your cauſe, ' Nor is it 
* mere trifling to diſpute for or againſt a ſur- 
plice or a band, a gown or a cloak, or to 
enquire whether it be the ſize or the ſhape 
(or I will fay the colour) which renders 
ſome of theſe habiliments more or leſs ſuit- 
able for a Miniſter than the others *, when 
theſe minutiae are impoſed on the Miniſters 
of Chriſt; and however learned, pious, or 
_ divinely inſpired, without theſe ſo very de- 
cent and orderly things, they are not ſuffer- 
ed, but forbidden to preach the goſpel of ſal- 
wation in any one of the parochial Churches. 


| p. 15. 
Upon 


on 


Upon this account, I think it important, to 


mention the minutiz which were ſo humanely 


= * Fc h | 


calculated to make us all Chriſtians of this 
particular mode and garb, or excommuni- 


cated ſeparatiſts; — and all thoſe perſons who 
Judge them to have no warrant in ſcripture, 


as you confeſſedly do, are juſtified in re- 


_ fuſing ſubmiſſion to them, and ought to diſ- 
pute againſt their impoſition. As <a few ſtrie- 


tures upon e/tabliſhments and liturgies were 
not wholly impertinent to your deſign,” they 
are made neceſſary to me, however averſe te 
the ſervice. | 
That “national a eſtabliſhments 
under the New Teftament diſpenſation are 
neither of expreſs divine appointment, nor form- 
ed in all points upon a ſcriptural plan *,“ you 
readily admit. And upon this account, Sir, 
with fuch views, they cannot be ſubmitted 
to, without violating the obedience we owe 
to the Lord Jeſus, as fole head and lawgiver 
of his Church : but this we ſhall conſider 


hereafter. Now, if your Church eſtabliſhment 


is neither of expreſs divine appointment, nor 


| * P · N ; 
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formed in all points on a ſcriptural plan, why 
attack any of the conſtitutions and uſages of 
our congregational Churches, which are in- 
diſputably much nearer to the ſcripture plan? 
and why cover ſo many pages, or write a 
ſingle word, in favour of the expedience of 
—_ Churches? Why plead for this or 
that - eftabliſkment, or the adminiſtration" of 
one preferably to another? Why ſpeak of 
the parcelling out a country into certain 
diſtricts, analogous to what we call pariſhes, 
and fixing in each of thoſe diſtrifts a perſon 
with a miniſterial character, who by his of- 
| kiee is engaged to promote the good of ſouls 
within the limits of his own boundary? 
And why ſpeak of the mbar of patiſm 23 
20,000 in England and Wales? 
You know, that numbers of the pa- 
riſhes are far too large for one man to 
take the overſight of as a Paſtor, let the 
good of ſouls be ever ſo near his heart.— 
And who bath the fixing in each of thoſe 
diſtricts the perſon with a miniſterial charac- 
ter? — Brother, doth not the anſwer to this 
queſtion cut us to the heart, and make our 


Cn 1 

very. 1 to bleed? One perſon hath the 
nomination of a Miniſter for a whole pa- 
riſh, to promote the good of a conſiderable 
number of ſouls ! And how is this power of- 
ten uſed ? What a hazard, whether the pre- 
ſenter or patron is a man fearing God, and 
loving his Church—or the perſon preſented . 
knows the real value of ſouls, and will feed 
the flock of God with knowledge and the 
bread of life—or whether he will reſide in 
his diſtrict, and perform one part of the mi- 
niſterial office, within the limits of his boun- 
dary, a week after his induction, —and whe=- 
ther he or his curate. be not forced on the 


people againſt their opinion and liking, and 


continued a grievance and dana to | them | 
during life. 

You have mentioned the. nl great Mr. 
Howe, whole praiſe is in all the churches, as 
ene who, you are perſuaded, would not blame 
you for conforming, though he could not in 
conſcience do it himſelf, Hear. him a little on 
this point of parochial diſtricts ® :; I muſt. 
for my part ſay, 1. That J believe it to be the 


“ Howe's works, vol. ii. p. 244. 
8 judgment 


judgment of very fa (Diſſenters) that every 
pariſh is, as ſuch, a true Chriſtian Church. I 
am ſorry I have ſuch a ground to fear it of 
one kind, viz. that ſome may not be ſo, as 
not having among them any tolerable un- 
derſtanding of the moſt confeſſedly funda- 
mental principles of the Chriſtian religion, 
What ſay you to ſuch, where the Minifter 
is groſsly ignorant of the principles of reli- 
gion, or habitually vicious and of a profli- 
gate life? Do mere orders make him a Mi- 
l niſter, who (perhaps ſince he received them) 
| is become deſtitute of the moſt eſſential 
| qualifications ? any more than the habit, a 
Monk? or a beard, a Philoſopher ? Can a 
ns. made of every log ? 

2. And ſurely a Church may be unfit to be | 
ee with, although it be a trut | 
Church. Theſe words of Dr. Stillingflect 

himſelf (Dean of Canterbury) carry their 
own light with them to this purpoſe: As a t 
man may be truly and really a man, though 2 
F 
n 


he have the plague upon him, and for that 
reaſon be fit to be avoided by all that wiſh 
well | to- themſelves.” * ?*T'is true there are 7 
5 IE 3 vaſtly IF 


„ 
vaſtly different degrees of that unfitneſs : but 
I fee not how they can apprehend there is 
that fitneſs which is ſimply neceſſary, who 
judge there are conditions of communion 
impoſed that are ſinful. And I believe this 
reverend author (the Dean) will think it 
poſſible, a true Church may impoſe ſome ſin- 
ful conditions of her communion; in which 


caſe, he hath determined a non-communior 


with her „ neceſſary and unavoidable.” - _ 


I hope, Sir, this is, as you ſay, both ad rem 


and ad hominem. But let us ſuppoſe that 
every Miniſter, in all the pariſhes of Eng- 
land and Wales, was learned, conſcientious, 
and pious, and would promote the good of 
ſouls within his limits. In ſome populous or 
extenſive pariſhes, not half the people could 
have ſeats in the churches for worſhip, and 


many might live at too great. a diſtance to 
be able often or regularly to attend. In 


this caſe, here would be numbers without 
a paſtor, and their ſouls unprovided for by a 
parochial miniſtry, and a national eſtabliſh» 


ment. Surely good men ſhould not be- of- 


fended that multituſſes do, in this diſtreſs, Fe | 
hevs themſelves by reſorting to other places 
C 2 . 


fat 


of oi rather. they ſhould rejoice that 
the diſſenting intereſt hath provided ſuch 
places of worſhip for them, and that thou. 
fands are furniſhed with paſtors after God's 
own heart, who would otherwiſe be ignorant 
and wretched in a ſpiritual ralport, and an 
caly prey to the Enemy of Souls. 
This leads to another remarkable para- 
bs Let us for a moment ſuppoſe the 
eſtabliſhment, with all its proviſions, removed 
and annihilated,” as you deſire I ſhould *. In 
this caſe, I cannot think, with you, that 
about nine tenths of the kingdom would be 
deprived, at a ſtroke, of the very form of 
public religion, and reduced in a ſhort time 
to a ſtate little better than Heatheniſm +, 
Lou ſeem to forget, Sir, or put out of 
the queſtion, God's faithfulneſs to his Mi- 
niſters and people, and his conſtant pre- 
ſence with them. — And what think you of 
the power and government of Chriſt in the 
world, and his love and compaſſion to fin- 
ners ? He will take care of his own cauſe 
and intereſt, and furniſh ſufficient means and 
Inſtruments for calling in his elect, without 
e 0 1. 19. 


man's 
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man's unhallowed endeavours, or the civil 
magiſtrate's influence, or the ſtate's endow- 
ments. Had our Lord and his apoſtles, who 
eſteemed not their lives dear unto them 
to promote the good of fouls, thought pa- 
rochial, dioceſan, and metropolitan diſtrifts 
neceſſary, or even important and uſeful, judge 
you whether they would not have given at 


leaſt one inſtruction or cen concern 


ing them. 
Was not Chriſtianity a4 and did 
not public worfhip prevail among its profeſ- 
ſors for above 300 years, without any eſta- 
bliſhment = nay, oppoſed by all the civil 
and religious eftabliſhments in the world? 
And when the ſeveral eſtabliſhed Churches, 
in different nations, had corrupted the pure 
religion of Jeſus under the influence of 
princes , {till the Church of Chrift had 
The acceſſion of wealth and power to the 
Chriſtian profeſſion, proved greatly detrimental to 
the faith, diſcipline, and manners of the Churches ; 
ſo that, after the Emperors publicly eſpouſed the 
cauſe of Chriſt, the power and My of the Goſpel 
was gradually eclipſed.” 
Newton's Review of Ecele gage Hiftory. 
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„ 
Its faithful members, who lived in non con- 
formity to them, and maintained the forms 
of public religion according to the Goſpel, 
in the face of many afflictions, penalties, and 
deaths *. And doth not Judaiſm ſtill exiſt, 
though that national and reli gious polity hath 
been ſo long aboliſhed, and its profeſſors 


ſo generally frowned upon and evil treat- 


ed ? Is Chriſtianity leſs efficacious, or leſs al- 
luring, than Judaiſm ? Far be it! The con- 


cern, therefore, that you and ſome of your 
| brethren have manifeſted about ſecuring the 
very form of public religion, and keeping 
us from a ſtate little better than Heatheniſm, 


is little more or leſs than an artifice to give 


a falſe alarm to the paſſions of men ; parti- 


cularly to thoſe who are ſerious, and wiſh the 


proſperity of the Church of Chriſt, and the 


falvation of ſouls. It is no other than 
making Biſhop Warburton's alliance with 
„sixty thouſand perſons ſuffered here, on a reli- 
gious account, between the Reſtoration of King 


Charles and the Revolution ; five thouſand of whom 


died in priſon, and willions of property were torn 


from them. | 
| Church 
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Church and State both valuable and Becahfy | 
indeed, and acting a like part with Uzzah, 
2 Sam. vi. 6, 7, or with Uzziah King of 


Judah in his intruſion, 2 Chron: xxvi. 16, 


ſuppoſing that the ark, or pure religion, can- 


not be preſerved without the hand of ſome 


man or a king to ſupport and manage it 
- which contradicts the experience of all ages. 


c That there is any regard paid to the 


Lord's Day through the greater part of the 
land. — and that the Holy Scriptures are pub- 


licly read to thouſands, who probably would 


otherwiſe know no more of the Bible than 


they do of the Koran *, —are good effects 
of the prevalence of the Diſſenting Intereſt, 


rather than of the national eſtabliſhment. But | 
though I diſlike the carnal proviſions of buman 


? 


policy, in room of the divine preſcriptions ; 3. 


and diſlike the numerous feſtivals and faſts in 
your Church, making it to appear like 2 


kingdom conſiſting in meats and drinks t, 


yet I have ſometimes rejoiced that your ſea-' 


p. 20. 


7 One hundred and forty-nine tay, excluſive of - 


the COIN * in the year. 
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ſons of Chriſtmas, Eaſter, and Whitſuntide, 

Wo are obſerved among you; as on theſe occa- 
ſions, perhaps, thouſands in the iſland hear 
; more about the perſon and offices of Chriſt 
from their parochial Miniſters, than they do 

all the year beſides. Permit me to ſay, a full 

and free toleration for all to worſhip and ſerve 

God, as they think his holy word, that all- 

ſufficient rule, enjoins, appears to me a much 

more deſirable and promiſing conſtitution, 

than yours clogged with an eſtabliſhed form, 

for enlarging religious knowledge, preſerv- 

ing the rights of conſcience, and for pro- 

moting the welfare of ſouls : and thus alſo 

an entire end would be put to all hypocriſy, 
diſſimulation, and prevarication, in ſolemn 

reſigious ſubſcriptions, and to ſimony, by the 


Miniſters of any eſtabliſhment whatever *. 


2 Simony, acrime highly injurious and reproach- 

ful to the goſpel of Chriſt, which no laws or obliga- 

tions have hitherto been able to ſuppreſs. —Out 

laws have guarded againſt it by a very ſolemn and 

circumſtantial oath; but this oath, if not literally 

TO is often ſtandalouſly evaded.” _ 5. ( 
Newton's Air of Seek, Hiftory. | 
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You acknowledge that the Church of Eng- ; 


land hath no higher title than by law eſta- 


bliſhed, and that it claims no higher title .“ 
Were theſe my ſentiments, I could not, as 
you, ſo bleſs God for it; nor ſpeak fo highly 
of what is a mere biitiar conſtitution, a a 
creature of the State; much lefs join my- 
ſelf to it, and become one of its ſervants 
and helpers. The fame reaſons you have 
aſſigned for ſpeaking reſpectfully of the eſta- 
bliſhment, equally apply to a people's bleſ- 
ſing God for the eſtabliſhment of Jero- 
boam's two golden calves and worſhip, 
and for the ordinances of Popery, Mahome- 
taniſm, the Gentoo worſhip, &c. &. T 0 
theſe public or national eftabliſhments, we | 
may ſay, is owing the regard paid to their 
reſpective ſabbaths, and that their Scriptures 
are publicly read; — and ſo errors and ido—- 
latry have been propagated and continued 
in the world, to the injury of that 3 
which is pure and undefiled, 

Having proved the inexpediency of paro=. . 


| Chial order, — and as the ſacred oracles are to- 


+4 p. 20. 1 
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tally dent on the head, all your deduRions 
of the expediency of a rubric and liturgy fall to 
the ground; many pages therefore, on this 
head, might have been ſpared. But your ob- 
ſervations are ſo ſingular and curious, they 
tempt me to re-peruſe them: Your << eſta- 
bliſhed Church is certainly d:ſcriminated 
from other Churches which are not ſo eſta- 
bliſhed *.“ If not formed on the model, 
it is ſupported by the power, and ſhines 
with the ſplendors, of this world +. It hath 
its non-reſidences, pluralities, diſpenſations, 
commendams, fat ſtalls, dignities, and even 
palaces and thrones. Its pa/tors, or, ſtrictly 
ſpeaking, rulers, are but twenty-ſix. Theſe 
are Lords, and ſeated with the nobles of the 
land ; while, as "ru juſtly obſerve, ſome of 


p. 21. 
+ 66 Promotions in the world are attended with 


: worldly advantages; but ſuch promotions in the 
Church, as are agreeable to the ſpirit of God, will 
rather entitle a man to a larger ſhare of labours and 
ſufferings, and the painful pre-eminence of ſtand- 
ing in the fore front of the battle, to ſuſtain the hot- 
| teſt brunt of every ſtorm.” | 

| Newton's Ea of Fil, Hi 8 
their 


N 
their curates are poor enough. But is it 
right that a Church ſhould be ſo eſtabliſhed, 
with this diſcrimination ? Or can you ap- 
prove of a labourer performing an office, and 
doing the whole work, and another enjoy- 
ing the benefice and receiving the wages? 
You do not; for even your liturgy, you 
think, is capable of amendment &, and yet 
&« dare not wiſh that the improvement of it 
ſhould be attempted, leſt the intended re- 
medy might prove worſe than the diſeaſe.” 
You fay, you * are not called to defend it t. 
Surely you are. — Not defend what you ſo 
ſolemnly ſubſcribed as heartily approving, 


and engaged conſtantly to uſe in public wor- 


ſhip It moſt certainly highly concerns 
every ſerious perſon to be fully ſatisfied that 
every part of the worſhip he joins in, not to ſay 

adminiſters, be true and acceptable to God; 
and that both the doctrine and ſpirit of the 
Church with which he unites, and to which 
he gives a public countenance, are agree- 
able to the goſpel and ſpirit of Chriſt. By 


Jour declining to defend the liturgy, we have 


„ + p- 22. | 
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. 
another ſtrong proof of your feeling the 
weakneſs of your cauſe. Indeed you would 
ſuppoſe that the objection does not lie fo 
much againſt your liturgy i in particular, as 
in general againſt the uſe of liturgies of 
any kind. But you verily knew, there 
were numerous objections, ſolid and very 
ſtrong objections, againſt your liturgy, urg- 


ed even by the old Non-conformi/ts, whoſe: 


memory you fo highly revere, and whoſe 
conduct you celebrate objections which 
the ableſt advocates for it have never been 
able to obviate. Your encomiums on the 
general ſtrain and compoſition of it, you 
know, muſt be equally applicable to the Ro- 
miſb liturgy: the chief materials and ſub- 
ſtance, if not order, are the ſame, with a few 
alterations and variations. The exception- 
able parts you have prudently kept out of 
view; ſome of them will ſoon be noticed 1 in 
a more proper place. 


Your ſuppoſition, I think, is merely con- 


jectural, though ſufficiently diſgraceful to 
your clergy, that if the compilers of your 
liturgy could have expected that all the pa- 

riſhes 
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riſhes i in the kingdom, and from age to ages 
would be ſupplied with Miniſters compe- 
tently acquainted with the myſteries of the 
8 Goſpel, and poſſeſſed of the ſpirit of grace and 
ſupplication, they might have left them under © 
leſs reflraint in conducting public worſhip *. 
We have here one frank acknowledgment | 
of a great imperfection in your eſtabliſh- 
ment. To reſtrain a Miniſter of Chriſt (to 
whom is promiſed a ſpirit of grace and ſuppli- 
cation, and who, unleſs he prays in the Holy 
Ghoſt, cannot pray acceptably) to the ſame 
rotation of phraſes and unvaried addreſſes, 
| yourſelf being judge, tends to make both Mi- 
niſter and people remiſs and ſleepy, or inatten- 
tive and indevout : not to Tay, that thus to be 
the mouth of the people in prayer and thankſ- 
givings to God, is, in your Church, a ſer- 
vice that an illiterate or immoral perſon | 
may perform as well as the moſt learned and 
pious. For human authority to reſtrain a 
ſervant of God from exerciſing the gift of 
prayer, and impoſing on him a ftinted form | 
of addreſs , in public, ſcems highly impro- 
. 23 : 
Per, 


5 7 . 
per, and hath been given up by many of i 
your clergy, as indefenſible. Our Lord 
hath not preſcribed any forms to his diſciples, 
which they ſhould uſe, and no other ; nor 
have his apoſtles, —nor was it their cuſtom 
thus to pray themſelves. — Therefore when 
any other perſons ſay to you, We command 
you, when met for public worſhip, to pray 
always to the Almighty in no other words 
than what we have been pleaſed to put to- 
| gether for you,” —I think you might with 
great propriety reply, * Jeſus we know, and 
Paul we know, but who are you?“? 
If many of the Diſſenters do take it for 
granted, and have found, that a conſiderable 
part of your Clergy are not only unable to 
pray in public, to the edification of their 
| hearers, without a form, but are uhfit for the 
miniſterial office in every view *,—ſurely 
they are not to be cenſured for this, as un- 
| Charitable. Yourſelf preſume all this to be 
true, and that the compilers of your liturgy 
really ſo expected many of their ſucceſſors in 
the Church would be; andi it is a w which 
p. 24 


excites 


Hand - 
excites lamentation, rather than ridicule or in- 
vective, in all who profeſs a regard to the glory 
of God, or love to the ſouls of men. Upon 
this ſuppoſition, however, you think an evan- 
gelical liturgy a great bleſſing; for they 
who cannot or do. not preach the Goſpel, 
are not likely to pray agreeably to the ſpirit 
of the Goſpel, if that part of the public ſer- 
vice was likewiſe left to their own * 
ment *.. 

But, Sir, what muſt ** the people, that is 
the bulk of the nation, think from hence of 
their liturgy and of their Miniſters ? While 
the prayers in the reading-deſk are evan- 
gelical, and recognize all the diſtinguiſhing 
doQrines of the Goſpel, the ſermons in the 
pulpit often give a very different and con- 
trary ſound, The ſermons declare, that the 
doctrines contained in the prayers are op- 
poſite to reaſon and Scripture, and deſtrue- 
tive of true religion, virtue, and even mo- 
rality;— and the preachers maintain, that 
though their liturgy and rubric ſolemnly 
pronounced the ſalvation of all Ar and 
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Socinians, as ſuch, to be impoſlible, and their 


damnation certain, it was not true; for they 
were Arians and Socinians themſelves, and 
held the only true catholic faith, From 
this ſore evil, our diſſenting congregations 
for public worſhip are delivered; and, though 
you may think differently, I think it is a 
great advantage to them, that their Mini- 
ſters not being confined to any form of 
words, there are prayers ſuitable to all the 
purpoſes of devotion, and the different cir- 
cumſtances of the people; and the ſame. re- 
ligious ſentiments of Chriſt, and of grace, 
are to be found in their prayers as in their 
ſermons. 
Sir, I believe with you, that God can be 
„ in ſpirit and in truth, by thoſe 
who uſe a form of prayer; and that he will 
afford them, who ſo approach him, teſtimonies 
of his acceptance. If the words of a form 
ſuit and expreſs the deſires and feelings of 
my mind, the prayer is as much my own, as 
if I had conceived it upon the ſpot. I do not 
condemn forms of prayer; but muſt contend 


_ againſt any one invariable and FOPIny form 
3 | for 
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for public worſhip. A man's reading it, 

doth not infer any prayer at all ; he may 
do it with carnal thoughts and a covetous 
heart; and as © he goes on in a beaten path, 
that they who hear him can tell with certain- 
ty what he will ſay from the beginning to the 
end, not varying a ſingle word, you well 


know that the attention of worſhippers alſo 


is remiſs, their thoughts as well as eyes wan- 
dering, and they pray not the ſame prayer in 
which others, and their own lips, ſeem to 
join, Indeed univerſal experience evinces, 
that national forms, and public lituryies, 
give no energy to prayer. he 
You acknowledge it to be true, That a 
preſcribed form precludes the exerciſe of a 
gift in prayer, though it in ſome meaſure 
tupplies the want of ſuch a gift &: but when 
free prayer is uſed, as the ſervice is then a rea- 
ſonable one, ſo, 6 bleſſed be the Lord, there are 
many living witneſſes who can declare, to his 
praiſe, that while the uſe of a form reſtrain- 
ed and even precluded the exerciſe of many | 
Chriſtian graces, when they ſtirred up their 
op. 27. 
D | ſouls 


rw 3 


x ſouls to ſeek God, the ſpirit of grace helped 
their infirmities, and they, received alſo the 


ſpirit of adoption, crying, Abba, Father.— 


They know, and are ſure that their Lord and 
Maſter owns and comforts them in what is 
called extempore and free prayer, though 


their brethren of the Church of England have 


| haſtily ſneered at and condemned them for 


it, It is well for us, that He ſeeth not as 
man ſeeth, and is no more a, reſpecter of 


5 parties, eſtabliſhments, or forms, "uy of Fl 


ions, _ 

You are rather too haſty is in ſaying, An 
cannot be denied that the Lord himſelf ap- 
pointed forms of prayer and praiſe to be uſed 


in the Old Teſtament Church *.“ The in- 


ſtances you have adduced, as, when the ark 


ſet forward, and when it reſted, —likewiſe the 
ſolemn benediction which the high- prieſt 


was to pronounce upon the people, — and 


again, at the preſenting of the firſt- fruits, 


Ettheſe may be eaſily turned againſt you, 


without ſaying, that if theſe were preſcribed 


forms, and in no wiſe to be varied from, they 
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tion, which is now abrogated; and that we 
live under a diſpenſation of greater light 
and liberty. With reſpe& to that ſummary 
which our Lord condeſcended to teach his 
diſciples, yon believe it had a peculiar re- 
ference to the ſtate in which they were 
before his paſſion, and while he was ftill 
with them “: yet, agreeable to the fulneſs 
of his wiſdom, it is ſo comprehenſive, that 
almoſt every part of a believer's intercourſe 
with God in prayer, may be reduced to 
one or the other of the heads of this prayer. 
And, with you, I ſhould eſteem it a golden 
hour indeed, one of the happieſt ſeafons 1 
ever enjoyed in prayer, if I could repeat it 
with a juſt impreſſion of the meaning of every - 
clauſe, But alas] ſuch are the effects of our 
unhappy differences, or rather of a wrong - 
neſs of ſpirit in maintaining them, and ſo 
prone are we to think we cannot be too un- 
like thoſe whom we are not pleafed with, that 
eyen the words which' our Lord himſelf has 
taught, as a model of prayer, are — 4 


p. 31. 
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1 
ſet farm, without the ſanction of any Scripture 
to.warrant it,—frequently muſt be repeated 
alſo i in the ſame ſervice,—and is ſo exalted or 
depreciated, as to be ſaid and ſung at leaſt ten 
times a day in your cathedral worſhip. 
I apprehend your fears are groundleſs, that 
e the Lord's Prayer is depreciated and diſ- 
uſed by many of us, upon 0 better ground 
than becauſe it is retained in the uſage of 
the Church of England &.“ I have uſed, 
and continue to uſe it, at times, in our 
public religious exerciſes, as do many of my 
brethren; and I know not one who diſuſes 
it, on the ground "ou have ſo candidly ſug- 
geſted. po 
_ You inform us that Chriſt, 6e beſides giv- 
ing us a pattern to pray after that manner, 
has at leaſt permitted us to uſe it as a form, 


directing us, I hen ye pray, ſay, Our Father 
who art in heaven, &c.” So that if ſcrip- 


tural warrant be required, you think you 
| have one more clear and expreſs for the uſe 
of this prayer, than can be found for ſome 
things 108 which no ſmall fireſs | is laid by 
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your Diſſenting brethren . A ſpirit of 
equity and candour would here have led you 
to mention the things ; but now your readers 
may ſuppoſe any thing, and every thing, and 
no anſwer can be returned to you. You well 


know, that the united opinion of your Diſ- 
ſenting brethren, is, that not the /malle/f 


nd fireſs ſhould be laid on any thing unwar- 
of ranted by Scripture ; and, as to faith and 
ed, worſhip, what is not contained in our only 
Jur rule of faith, the Bible, is to be rejected. 


It would be difficult to prove, Sir, that 
our Lord appointed his own words to be a 
fet or preciſe form for the uſe of his diſciples, 
as there is a difference in the phraſeology 
of the petitions in Matthew and Luke; — and 
much more difficult to prove, that he ordered 
its uſe, and the many repetitions of it, to be im- 
poſed. Thou gh given to the apoſtles, at their 
particular requeſt, as a pattern or compendium 
of prayer, and to prevent repetitions, —there 
is not a ſingle inſtance of their uſing it, voy 
many of their uſing other words in . 3— 
p. 33% 
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and you _ 3 that which ig br moſt 

eſſential part of an acceptable prayer, aſt- 
ing in the name of Chbrift, is not in your 
ſuppoſed ſet form. Contend as you pleaſe for 
the expediency of a rubric and liturgy, and 
cenſure as you pleaſe thoſe who cannot in con- 
ſcience uſe them, you know there is not one 
preſcribed liturgy in the Bible; that Chriſt, 
the ſole Jaw-giver to his ſubjeQs, inſtjtuted 


none, and never delegated any perſons to 


draw up a liturgy for his Church and people; 
—you know that even antiquity is againſt 
the uſe of one ; for none of the faints of old, 
or the primitive Chriſtians, were ſtinted to 
other men's words:—and I need not tell you, 

that the Church was awfully corrupt, be- 


fore any forms were brought forth ;—and 
that the Lord's Prayer itſelf was never intro- 


_ duced into the ſtated public ſervice, till the 
year after Chriſt 618.— In fine, had even our 
Lord impoſed a form of his own making, 
you knaw better than to aſſert, this would 
have been a warrant for any men or rulers 
whatſoever to impoſe their forms, accord- 
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ing to their own devices and will, on the 
churches of Chriſt, and on all his minif- 
ters, for conſtant public ſervice. 

IT was grieved at your unkind infinua< 
tions againſt the Diſſenters, as guilty of groſs 
inconſiſtency and perverſeneſs, in not uſing 
the liturgy, becauſe of human compoſition, 
and yet will uſe forms of their own deviſing, 
and Dr. Watts's Hymns and Imitation 
of David's Palms. Sir, is there no differ- 

ence, or rather, is there not a va differ- 
ence, between collecting and acquiring by 
ſtudy, application, and communion with God 
and his word, a good knowledge of the de- 
votional parts of Scripture, © which are in 
the ſtrain of prayer and praiſe,” and uſing 
them in our public addreſſes as appear moſt 
ſuitable and proper, —and our reading an im- 
poſed form no way to be varied from, and 
ſmging verſes no way ſuitable to the purpoſes 
of devotion, but adapted only to the peculiar 
and hiſtorical circumſtances either of David 
or the Jews? Many have contended, that the 
Palms themſelves are deſtitute of divine au- 
* even for being a part of the Jewiſh. 
D 4 * 


ful 


1 ET 8 not to be impoſe 
on the diſciples of Jeſus. | 
As you havg publiſhed hymns of .your own 
compoſing, you may think yourſelf properly 
entitled to laugh at the extempore hymn-ma- 
kers *. Vour Diſſenting brethren do not co- 
vet ſuch a talent ; nor need they exerciſe it to 
maintain your conſiſtency, did they poſlefs it, 
From the manner of your expreſſions, you 
ſeem, however, to have formerly / coveted, 
if not attempted to exerciſe, this talent of 
extempore hymn-making +,” which is the pte- 
ſent object of your wit. *Tis the way of many 
in the world, to do the very things for which 
they condemn others; and to. cenſure and 
deſpiſe ' what they cannot attain to, and 
would rejoice to have. Such examples are 
not worthy of our imitation. Conſi/tency is 
praiſe worthy; but it ſtrikes me, while on 
this TubjeR, that for you to maintain a con- 
ſiſtency in your whole ſervice, as a Miniſter 
of the Church of England, you can neither 
ſing hymns of your own or any other mo- 
dern perſon's compoſing ; nor ſo much as 
„5 2. . + p. 39. ; 
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Patrick's verſion, without a public breach of 
the famous Act of Uniformit 7. 


One of your moſt eminent e is, 
indeed, ſo zealous to retain the preſcribed 
form of old Sternhold and Hopkins, that he 
not only reprobates Dr. Watts's poetical 


verſion, but all the hymns that are ſung 
in the Methodiſt chapels, aſſerting that 
% God does not bleſs the ſinging of human 
compoſitions in his Church.“ You know, he 
conſiders all hymn- mongers (as he ſtyles 
them) coming very near to the fin of blaſ- 
phemy ; adding *, © They introduce their 
own verſes into the Church, ſing them with 
great delight, and, as they fancy, with great 
profit, although the whole practice be in 
direct oppoſition to the command of God, 
and therefore cannot poſſibly be accompanied 
with the bleſſing of God.” —Freedom of 
ſpeech, and of cenſure, indeed ! 


In my ſubſequent Letters I — to ex- 


amine the reaſons which determined your 


* Romaine's preface to his collection of Palms, 
p. 126. | 


choice, 


one pſalm of Dr. Watts's, or even of Biſnop . 


N 
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choice, and which Qil ſatisfy you, that i in re. 
ceiving epiſcopal ordination, and exerciſing 
your miniſtry in the eſtabliſhed Church, you 
have not acted wrong. At preſent, I ſhall 
relieve ow bn 5 erding 995 


— g 


[Your affeQionate Friend, 
and Brother, 
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My dear friend 1 brother, | 

$ ſuch I addreſs you, notwithlanding 
our different views of Church Go- 

vernment, Brotherly love ſhould be con- 

firmed by repeated proofs ; and it is the de- 


fire of my heart, that nothing may take 
| place on either fide, to weaken the exerciſe 
of that charity, which, having the faith and 


hope of the Goſpel for its baſis, is calculated 
to ſubſiſt and flouriſh in a better world. 


With this thought upon my mind, I can 
join you in ſaying, It is impoſſible that 1 


ſhould write a ſingle line with an intention 


of grieving or offending you; and I hope 


the ſame conſideration on your part will diſ- 


nene | 
* 
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I had rather be ſilent than plead even for 
truth in an angry, contentious ſpirit, For 
every year of my life ſtrengthens my con- 
viction of the importance of that divine 
aphoriſm,. The wrath of man worketh not 
the righteouſneſs of God.“ And yet, as is too 
often the caſe, amidſt the greateſt profeſ- 
ſions of candour and peaceableneſs, little cha- 
rity is manifeſted in your Letters. 
How far what I have ſuggeſted Apaink 
eſtabliſhments and liturgies may appear con- 
eluſive to you, I know not; but beg you 
to conſider, that what God hath thought 
xeedleſs to appoint; men ought not to make, 
or pretend to be, neceſſary or important, or 
even uſeful. What he commands not in 
| his worſhip, he virtually forbids. In re- 
verence to God, we muſt exclude all men's 
deviations from the divine rule, or we can 
exclude none at all. Where ſhall we draw 


te line? We know that little deviations in 


the order and worſhip of the Church, open 
the way to greater ;—and there is no end of 
man's - vanity and boldneſs in multiplying 
inventions and rites, and then impoſing and 
"$565 4» - enforcing 
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a them by worldly penalties. - How 
many have thought this and that to be ex, 
pedient and uſeful, beyond what God hat 
ſaid or thought, and got their own devices 
and modes approved and eſtabliſhed. —This, 
we (as Diſſenters) think, is exalting man's 
wiſdom into the place and authority of God; 
and to add laws and rules for his worſhip 
to what he hath preſcribed, is like charging 
him fooliſhly, and epenly ſaying, that he 
hath omitted what is needful and proper for 
the preſervation and welfare of his Church. 
He will uphold and ſave his people without 
human eftabliſhments ; and we are for main 
taining the ſovereignty of Chriſt on his 
throne, as the only lawgiver and head of the 
Church, which he purchaſed with his blood. 
The ordinances and laws thereof, and its 
worſhip, are to be formed by the rule of 
God's word, and not by the canons of men; 
and we judge that he accepts no ſervice 
but what he preſcribed, and that we pay 
the trueſt reverence to the King of Kings, 
when we are maſt n obedient to his 
perfect commands. 5 

5 We 


„„ 
We generally aſcribe the diſſent of thoſe 
who differ from us, in part at leaſt, to the 
fluence of education, connections, and 
| habit, and prejudices of this kind; but as it 
is very natural to think favourably of our- 
ſelves, we almoſt take it for granted that we 
| have either eſcaped or outgrown every bias, 
Though ſome of the principles we maintain 
have been inſtilled into us from our child- 
hood, and we have been confirmed in what 
we ſay is right, by the inſtruction, advice, 
and example of friends, exactly as others 
have been confirmed in what we call wrong; 
yet that conflancy, not poſitiveneſs, which in 
them is the effect of ignorant prejudice, 
ſhould be in us a very different thing; a 
juſt attachment to truth, and the reſult of im- 
partial examination and full conviction. For 
my own part, I may not be altogether free 
from bias and prepoſſeſſion; but I deſire and 
endeavour to guard againſt their influence. 
Lou inform us ®, that when the Lord gave 
you a deſire to preach his Goſpel, and it 
became neceſſary to determine vader war 
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character you ſhould exerciſe your miniſ- 
What form of Church Government you 
might propoſe as the moſt ſcriptural, if all 
parties among us were willing to refer them- 
ſelves to your deciſion: but your enquiry 
was rather directed to this point , „ What 
would be my path of duty, rebus fic flanti- 
bus, living as I did in the iſland of Great 
Britain, and in that part of it named Eng- 
land.” Such kind of reaſoning, Sir, will 
juſtify a man's being a Popiſh prieſt in Italy, 
a a Mahometan derviſe i in Turkey, a Faqueer 

in India, Having the Scriptures in your 
hand, — and you ſay you ſtudied and prized 
them, and by the Lords bleſſing made 
ſome advances in knowledge, though ſlowly,” 
—you ought to have enquired, what: form of 
Church Government was the moſt ſcriptural, 
and have embraced no, other, You admit 
that national religious eflabliſhments are nei- 
| ther of expreſs divine appointment, nor mae? | 
ed in all points upon a ſeriptural plan 13; * 
and yet you ſubſcribed to ene, ex animo. 5 : 


| p. 45. 1p · 15. | 
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upon them: pity that you ſhould argue upon 


5 t 4 1 
neve me, Brother, it is a hard matter to 
underſtand how men that are ſerious, and 
convinced of a Church's conſtitution be- 
ing unſcriptural, and of 'the fatal tendency 
of human impoſitions in the Church of 
Chriſt, reſpecting the higheſt concerns of 
the ſoul, can yet deliberately ſubmit to them. 
You ſeem to have borrowed ſome Popiſh 
principles at that period of life, and acted 


them now as you may eauſe many to 
ſtumble and fall after you, if not encourage 
others in the ſame conduct. — Your firſt con- 
nections, of a religious nature, were chiefly 
with Diſſenters; they brought you, ( as it 
were, into a new world *; and you con- 
feſſedly received benefit and pleaſure from 
your intercourſe with them: but you now 
charge them with taking a mean or unfair ad- 
vantage of you I, even while your heart was 
_ warm, and your experience and judgment un- 
formed; and by their arts you ſimply entered 
with readineſs into all their views. Thus, 
together with the real advantages you ob- 
ghee” © | + Ibid. 
tained 


Tur 
tained among them, you imbibed at the 
fame time a ſtrong prejudice againſt the Eſta- 
bliſhed Church, and ha/tily concluded, that it 
would be impoſſible to officiate in it as a 
Miniſter, without violating your conſcience; 
and accordingly your firſt overtures were to 
the Diſſenters . Fir/? thoughts, Sir, are ge- 
nerally the beſt, before evil temptations take 
place; — and *tis not a good ſign to leave our 
firſt love, and ſpeak evi of our firſt friends 
and connections. 

You go on to ſay, had not the e of 
God remarkably interpoſed to prevent it; you 
ſhould probably have been a brother with me 
in every ſenſe. But your deſigns were over- 


ruled. A variety of doors, by which you ſought | 


entrance, were ſucceſſively ſhut againſt you +. 
Your readers can hardly collect from your 
manner of expreſſion (much the ſame as 
in your Narrative, My firſt thought was 
to join the Dzſſenters, from a preſumption 
that I could not hone/tly make the required 
ſubſcriptions”) that you really had joined 
the Diſſenters, and preached as a nn 
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Miniſter in their congregations. If your 
Warwickſhire friends or others ſhut their 
doors againſt you, they probably aſſigned 
| ſome reaſons for it. But what is this to your 
readers ſatisfaction, as to the QUssTION 

before us? Many valuable men have been 
unpopular and frowned upon in ſome places, 
but in others their gifts have been prized 
and highly eſteemed. However, theſe re- 
peated delays, you ſay, afforded you more 
time to think and judge for yourſelf ; and 
the more you conſidered the point, the more 
your ſcruples againſt conformity gave way. 
<c Reaſons increafed upon you, to make you 
think that the providence of God had re- 
markably interpoſed to prevent your being 
2 Diſſenting Miniſter, which not only ſa- 
tisfied you that you might conform without 

fin, but that the ꝓreference (as to aur own 
concern) was plainly on that ſide: and thus, 
after ſeveral years waiting to know his will, WW © 
you ſought and obtained epiſcopal ordune- WF 
tion . Though you took this ſtep with a i © 
firm ene that it was right, it ſeems A 


. 490 


-A PB mp — — 8 — _ * 


you 


11806 } 
you did not at that time ſee Jo many rea ſini to 
juſtify your choice, nor perhaps any one rea- 
on, in ſo ſtrong u light as you have ſince &. 

Indeed, Sir, the temptation to conformity 
is ſo very weak, ſetting our own concern or 
temporal intereſts aſide, that a perſon taking 
the word of God for his guide, muſt have a 
firong bias that way, before he can find out 
one ſufficient reaſon to juſtify the choice f 
it to himſelf, much leſs to his former religious 
friends. I ani not ſatisfied with this very in- 
tereſting part of your conduct, nor your ac- 
count of the motives which led you to it: 
however, you now labour in that part of the 
Lord's vineyard, which you ſay experience 
has proved to be moſt ſuitable for maintain- 
ing your perſonal peace and cotnforts and, you 
believe likewiſe, for promoting your uſeful- 
neſs as a Miniſter Z. May it be alſo with a 
conſcience void of offence towards God and 
towards men ! 

All your Dikeneng brethten are > willing 
to think as well of the awakened Clergy” 
as you can poſſibly wiſh, and believe you 


e 
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gef re to be uſeful, and we think that i 

ſome inſtances you may be and really are 
ſo: and hence the injudicious zeal of a 
few among us in your favour, hath great- 

ly weakened the Diſſenting intereſt. By 
their running after thoſe who are called 
66 Goſpel Miniſters in the eſtabliſhment,” 
attending their ſervices in the Church, and 
extolling them in their pulpits, while their 
own brethren, who may have been more 
uſeful, are left unnoticed ; by this, they 
have too openly manifeſted to their people, 
as if there was nothing of moment in the 
debate about conformity; and have indeed 
ſeemed ſolicitous to bury the diſtinction be- 
tween our being members of a national 
Church, of which the King and Parliament 
are the makers, and the Church of Chriſt. 
Buy comparing your ſolemn ſubſcription 
with your ſubſequent conduct, we are ſtag- 
gered. -You and other * awakened clergy” 
(as you ſtyle them *) profeſs yourſelves real 


* God forbid, this epithet ſhould be uſed to the 
excluſion of that vaſt number of Clergy who have 
the care of the univerſtties, and of thoufands of pa- 
_ rochial churches through the kingdom | 

. Wy and 
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and true members of the Church of England. 
But were your miniſterial conduct examined 
by the canons, rites, and laws of the Church, 

I believe you would be found as abſolute Non- 

By WW conformifts to ſome rules and rites of the 
alled Church as myſelf; and alſo practiſing in- 
nt,” novations in the Church, not of its con- 

and ſtitution. Know you not ſome, who-omit 
their certain rules and rites, though they gave their 
nore religious aſſent and conſent, and bound them- 
they {elves to the uſe of them ? and alſo introduce 
ople, others unknown to the Church ? —Surely, to 
the RW ad to the eſtabliſhed rules and modes, is a 
deed Wi fin in thoſe that have no authority, as well as 
be- wilfully to depart from them. We know the 
zonal Biſhop is commanded to puniſh the violators 
nent of the canons, but at preſent we behold you 
N thankful that he ſuffers you to tranſgreſs, and 
tion de ſome things which have not the ſanction 
tag- of general cuſtom,” with impunity®. Anſwer 
rgy” me, brother, Can he be called a real Member 
real and a faithful Miniſter of the Church of Eng- 


land, who makes no conſcience of encroach- 
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have ing on ſeveral, or of diſregarding and living 
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things in which they tranſgreſs without 
ſcruple. There are ſome in your own knoy- 
| ledge, wha can diſpenſe with themſelves in 


lgiouſly obliged themſelves. But it ſeems 
the Prigſis in the temple may tranſgreſs the 
law, and be blameleſs, and even rewarded, 
_ while the poor Diſſenting Miniſters muſt be 


greſſing it in the leaſt—being not ſubjed 
thereto - but for lamenting that it ſhould be 


both of the law and the breakers thereof 
On theſe accounts, we are loth to deny tha 


the Lord be with you indeed, why are you 
thus * It is unaccountable to us, upon thi 
_ ſuppoſition, how you can remain where yol 
are. We are expecting, from day to day 


$3 — nn”. 
in wilful diſobedience to any of the canons! 
All your own regular Miniſters, of ſolid 
judgment, charge ſeveral of your awakenel 
Clergy with this, in a variety of particulars: 
and it were eaſy for me to inſtance ſome il 


various parts of their required conformity, to 
which, by promiſe and ſubſcription, they re- 
reproached and whipped about, not for tranſ- 
ſo violated, and wiſhing for a refarmatin 


the Lord is with you at all: but then, i 
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that if you are enlightened, as you profeſs ; 
and honeft men, as we wiſh to find you, 
you will ſurely come out from a Church of 
human conſtitution, whoſe rules you difre- 
gard in your practice, if not diſlike with your 
heart, — renounce your ſubjection to eccle- 
ſiaſtical rulers, whom the Primitive Church 
knew not, and openly attach yourſelves to 
2 Church, of which Chriſt is the known and 
fole head, Whether you can perſuade your 
people to follow you or not, we ſhall then 
think you have done no more than your 
duty; and there is more likelihood of ſucceſs 
to your future miniſtry. | 

Some among you may have carefully flu 
died the ſubject matter of debate between the 
eſtabliſhment and the Diſſenters ; and after 
all their endeavours to obtain information, 
though they agree with the evangelical Diſ- 
fenters in their views of the Goſpel, may be 
{ill conſtrained to differ on the queſtion of 
Churct Form and Order. What is the rea- 
ſon? Does it require a ar per eye to pereei ve 
the preciſe delineation of a Goſpel Church 
in 8 the N ew Teſtament, than to apprehend 
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and embrace what the Scripture teaches 
concerning the perſon and characters of the 


Redeemer, the way of a ſinner's acceptance, 


or the nature of the life of faith *? Surely 
not. The external form of a Goſpel Church 
cannot be more myſterious than theſe doc- 
trines ! There are with you men whoſe in- 
_ tegrity and ingenuouſneſs are, in every other 
reſpect, unimpeachable.; and, without ſuf- 
ficient evidence, you ought not to be charg- 
ed with prevarication in a buſineſs which 
concerns the honour of the Saviour, and the 
uprightneſs of your conſciences in his ſight! 
But do not many of your awakened Clergy 
charge numbers of their brethren with pre- 
varication in their oath and ſubſcription, in 
a doctrinal reſpect, — and are aſking, What 
can be the powerful motives for ſuch hypo- 
criſy? Such would do well to conſider their 
_ own conduct, particularly reſpecting ep:/co- 
pal juriſdiction, and canonical obedience. 

You have rather taken too much merit to 
yourſelf in your next particular, Permit me 
to ſay, that by joining with, and remaining 
® P+ 35. 


in, 


m, the eſtabliſhment, the offence of the croſs 
is ceaſed the eſtabliſhed Clergy in general, 
and the Goſpel claſs in particular, find a ſhel- 
ter from poverty, and from that opprobrium 


and oppoſition which might be their lot, if 


they had the fortitude to unite with the Diſ- 
ſenters *. Here, at leaſt, you are greatly miſ-. 
taken, in apprehending © the Lord hath aſſign- 


ed to you the poſt of honour,” unleſs you con- 


nect good rectories, pluralities, commendams, 
and rich liuings, independent of the people 
to whom you miniſter; and are widely miſ- 


| taken in ſaying, © that in the treatment you 


meet with from an unbelieving world, your 
lot rather reſembles that of the Diſſenters of 
the laſt century than of the preſent T. Alas ! 
what figure of ſpeech call you this? If any ſuf- 
fer ſhame now, is it indeed for Chriſt's name- 
fake? and if any of your brethren have the 
* pre-eminence of ſhame,” may it not be, from 
being intoxicated with ſpiritual pride, while 
ney profeſs to lie low in the duſt, —in- endea- 


The religion of the Church of England, is 
religion de benefice." | Jv RIEU. 
1 p. 57. 

| vouring 


1 1 


vouring to make their hearers believe, that 1 


they are men of Ged in an extraordinary ſenſe, 
while they utter ſuch things as are unbe. 
coming both their character and the dignity 
of the pulpit, make the Scriptures a noſe of 
wax, and fo preach as tis hardly poſſible to 

refrain thinking they deſigned to play tricks 
with the facred oracles, to raife fmiles and 
excite levity, or to provoke a groan, and 
impoſe on the blindneſs and credulity of 
their votaries. If any epiſcopal Miniſters 
have the pro-eminence of ſhame now, ſome 
of your own Clergy affert, they bring 
it upon themſelves, by their bold invoca- 
tions and preſumptuous petitions, when they 
depart from their ſtated forms of prayer, 
—by their inconſiſtencies, contradictions, 
and vociferation in preaching, — by their 
boaſtings of themſelves, and by their evil 
ſpeakings and detraction of other Miniſters 
_ equally full of wiſdom, faith, and the Holy 
Spirit with themſelves ;—and by ſetting up 
chapels in. other Minifters pariſhes to make 
godlineſs gain, triumphing in their numerous 

train of followers collected from other flocks, 
Een e 1 
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and the tickets which are purchaſed from them 
for the ſake of hearing their goſpel. Do nat 
ſome plainly manifeſt, that the leaven of 
the Phariſees works very ſtrongly in them; 
and that, with all their aſſumed heavenly- 
mindedneſs, they keep a cloſe eye on the 


mammon of unrighteouſneſs? Were Dif. 
ſenting Miniſters to do as ſome of your 


brethren (that you know) in the affair of 
Chapels, contrary to the order and conſtitu- 
tion of your Church, taking advantage of 
the ſerious diſpoſition and weakneſſes of their 
fellow-creatures, what would not be ſaid 
of them ? I think they, would. juſtly deſerve 
a pre-eminence of ſhame—ſhould be brand- 
ed as religious ſwindlers, avoided, or treated 

accordingly. | 
As to. maney-matters, you rightly obſerve 
you could, name ſeveral of your Clergy, 
who are not plentifully provided for in the 
eſtabliſhment * ; but this is to the reproach 
of your Church conſtitution, or its rulers : 
and {till it is. not probable, that if they were 
to leave you, and to come over to our ſide, 
® p. 58. 
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© jt might prove conſiderably to their emolu- 
ment: for the youth brought up in our 
own academies of religion and literature, 
are equal in character and abilities to any 
that can join us from you *; and their edu. 
cation, ſpirit, and conduct are well known 
by us. The path of conformity is the tried 
way to ſafety, peace, ee of the 
* and fat paſtures. 

Some of your Miniſters, you intimate, 
ew a cordial and liberal ſpirit to the 
Diſſenters; and receive them gladly into 
their houſes, and attend occaſionally upon 
their preaching ; and even recommend and 
encourage applications for the ſupport of 
their Miniſters, or places of worſhip, and 
are. ready to concur with them in every E 
plan for uſefulneſs *®, But the number is 
very few—not to be compared with that of 
the Diſſenting Miniſters, who have cheriſh- 
ed brotherly love towards your claſs in all 
its branches. And I believe this diſpoſition 
would be more general, had not experience 
2 Converts of ſuch characters and abilities,“ 
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quited by ungenerous attempts to prejudice, N 
perplex, and ſeduce our people, and to 
weaken our hands; of which the publication 
of your letters is a notable proof. Several 
d Diſſenting Miniſters have had reaſon to weep 
e for their cloſe and partial attachments this 
| way, and to mourn over the many ſheep of 
A their flock, who have not only been per- 

ic plexed but frightened alſo, ſcattered, fleeced, 

0 and at laſt torn from them. You generally 

n want our people to go the broad way to 

1d Church: God grant, after entering the trait 

of N gate, they may advance in the narrow way, 

1d che ſure path to Heaven 

ry Be aſſured, dear Sir, that in thus 1 


is ing for my brethren, I write not only with- 


of {out their deſire, but without their knowledge. 
— They have more reaſon to complain of un- 
generous attempts than you, or any of your de- 


deaceable, diſintereſted, ſpiritually- minded, 
and as zealous for the work of converſion, 


for the good of ſouls, and for the glory 
1 "% of 


ſhewn that the candour of ſome of us, in theſe, 
reſpects, has been too often improperly re- 


nomination. They are as moderate, humble, 


| 
| 
| 
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of God, as the moſt fumout among you; 
and devote themſelves as cheerfully and en- 
tirely to the fulfilling their miniſtry which 
they have received in the Lord. They are 


for winning ſouls over to Chriſt, not to 
2 ROY'S, z and look beyond this world for their 


reward. 


We now come to your reaſons for con- 


forming to the Eftabliſhed Church, and con- 
tinuing in it. 


The firſt and principal reaſon you ut an is, 


«The regard I owe lo the honour and authority if 
the Lord Feſus Chrift, as Head and Lawgiver 


of his Church *,” No reaſon could be more 
ſolid and ſatisfaftory, had you proved your 


conduct to be really influenced by it. Witz 


the greateſt care and attention I peruſed al 
the pages and lines in which this grand reaſon 
of yours was to be made plain to me, but 


all is obſcurity ; and pardom me if I fay, 


your enlargement on this point is peeuliafly 
fingular and wonderful. It appeared exceed- 


_ ingly ftrange, that the very reaſor which 
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makes it neceſſary for me, and all who 


know their own principles, to diſſent from 


the Church of England, in point of conſcience, 
ſhould engage your conſcience to conform 
to, and continue in it.— Indeed you have 
greatly qualified the reaſon, in confeſſing 
that the regard you owed to the honour and 
authority of Chriſt, as head and lawgiver of 


his Church, did not oblige you abſolutely to 


prefer the form of the Church of England to 
any other form *. How came you to do 
ſo then? Is there a medium in miniſterial 
conformity? and what lines are here to be 
drawn ?—'Thus the principal reaſon is aban- 
daned in the very page which firſt propoſed 
Some of your pages, following this firſt 
reaſon far your conformity, are occupied 
with complaints of profeſſors miſtaken zeal 
for the honour of Chriſt, their diviſions and 
parties, and the want of love among them; 
all very plaufpble,— Then we go on to the 
imperfect ſtate of thoſe who are even creat- 
ed anew in Chriſt Jeſus: . They have many 
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corruptions, and are warped and miſguided 


by the corrupt influence of ſelf, *. An uni- 


formity of judgment among them, you fay, 
is not to be expected +.” Pity it is that 
your Church had not formerly been of the 
fame mind! and that your preſent ſpiritual 
rulers do not procure. the abolition of that 
Act for Uniformity, which is fo diſgraceful to 
a Proteſtant country, and that lays upon you, 
and all other Miniſters of your Church, a 
yoke which you cannot or will not bear, and 
at which the world wonders and laughs. 

Me next come to your acknowledgment: 
“I am far from ſuppoſing that all the various 
modes of Church government, under which 
ſpiritual worſhippers are caſt, are equally 
agreeable to the ſpirit and genius of the Goſ- 
pel, or equally ſuited to the purpoſes of edifi- 
cation . * Tis our indiſpenſable duty, then, 
to chooſe the beſt. — We are told, you proved 
all; but ſtill the queſtion is, Did you prefer 


that which is moſt excellent, and moſt agree- 


able to the Goſpel of Chriſt He is the 
Chriſtian that follows Chriſt fully !—I have 


p. 70. +P-7% P. 75. 
7 0 


1 65 1 
50 $0-chjeftion: to, but approve of, your Cane 
dour towards many of the members of the 
corrupt Church of Rome, and alſo of the 
Greek Church, which, as to its external 
frame, ſeems to be little leſs unſcriptural 
than the Church of Rome itſelf. But what 
is all this to your fir/? and principal reaſon 
for your own conformity to the Church of 
England, unleſs to lead your quondam Dif- 
ſenting friends to entertain the more favour- 
able thoughts of your joining yourſelf to a 
Church not altogether ſo corrupt as thoſe you 
mentioned, It could not be, I hope, to inti- 
mate, that *tis of little importance to what 
nominal Church we belong, though you ſay 
« Jeſus hath had, from age to age, a ſucceſſion 
of choſen and faithful witneſſes, even within 
the pale of that corrupt Church of Rome *.“ 
—You deſire, however, to be thankful, that 
you are not a Papiſt ; and ſo would have me 
think you are * at leaſt one ſtep nearer to 


the true and acceptable worſhip of God . 


After traverſing twenty pages to ſee how 


your principal reaſon for conformity was 


. ee 
y. | proved, 


1 
proved, and diſoovering nothing but the 
above remarkable digreſſions from the ſub- 
jest, 1 ſuſpected there was ſomething in 
you, or. in che reaſon, which, if tried af 
once in a juſt balance, would be found want- 
ing. — At laſt, you begin to think your- 
ſelf in a right track, by examining the dif- 
ſerent claims of Proteſtant Churches to the 
Aber they all aſſume, of exprofling the 
greateſt regard to the authority of Chriſt.— 
For whatever difference there may be in 
the merit of their ſeveral claims for pre- 
eminence, the claim itſelf is made with 
an equal degree of confidence by them 
31, — You inform your readers, that, ſen- in 
ſible of your on incompetency to decide ¶ me 
_ the point for yourſelf, you: conſulted the BMW lich 
Vveritings of the beſt divines of the Church Ml fore 
of England. They contended, it was the was 
only reſemblance of the primitive apoſtolic N rath 
Church, and that it was even firful to fe Mig, 
parate from it. V ou thought . ſome of their . 
uſſertions on this head were too ſtrong, and Mieonh 
ſome of their arguments not fully conclu- Wand , 
_ ”” Your previous attachment to the Dil 
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fanters prevented you from becoming what 
is called a Higb Churchman; and you did not 
think yourſelf authoriſed to brand thoſe, who 

diflented from the Chyrch, with the hard 
t- names of Schiſmatics and Fanatics. 
- Many boaks likewiſe came in your ways 
f- written by Divines of the Church of Scot» 
he and. In their writings you found. progls. 
he Wi that they were not inferior in light, holi- 
— neſs, and a ſound ſpiritual judgment, to 
in che moſt eminent luminaries of your own 
re- Church. In what concerned the life and 
ith power of religion, you could perceive no 
em i conſiderable. difference bet wean them. But 
en- in their ſentiments upon Church Govern· 
ide I ment they differed very widely. Your Eng- 
the lim guides would perſuade you that the 
ch form of the Church, from the Apoſtles days, 
the vas epiſcopal. Your. Scotch guides were 
rer poſitive that prelacy was, almoſt 
CHD the papacy, a branch and a 
k of Antichriſt. Both ſidles appeared 
dee they. could not be mikaken; 
and yet their — eg net . * verſe 
ut contradiẽtoy . | 
The ſuſpenſe in — you was | held by 
"Fy- | theſe 
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: theſe incompatible claimants, ſent you to 
renew your enquiries amongſt your former 
| friends of our denomination. By theſe you 


was inſtructed, that, you need not trouble 
e with weighing and comparing the 
arguments which the Engliſh and Scotch 


Cyburches had to offer in favour of their re- 


ſpective conſtitutions, for they were both 


equally deſtitute of any foundation in Scrip- 


ture v. That you had only to read the 


New Teſtament for yourſelf, and it muſt 
appear very plain, that the Lord Chriſt had 
not left a concern of this importance un- 
determined, but had directed his Apoſtles to 

leave in their writings a pattern, according 
to which it was his pleaſure all his Churches 

in future ages ſhould be formed. That the 


firſt Churches were congregational or inde- 


pendent ; and that every other plan wa 
unſcriptural, and a preſumptuous deviation 


from the declared will of the Lord. And 


you were alſo told, I ſuppoſe,—and which 
you ovght to have added, that the wiſeſt d 


men cannot mend his rules or laws; — that 
he hath ſo ſettled his worſhip and nn 
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2s they muſt ſtand to the end of the world, 
Rev. xxii. 18, 19/;—and to him, in his dun 
houſe, the Church, if we call him LORD, 
we ought to be ſubje& concerning all the ar- 
ticles, forms, ordinances, officers, and laws 
thereof; and he certainly knew when he had 
appointed enough. Theſe their repreſenta- 
tions were juſt ; and it ſeems they had ſo 
much weight with you, as to increaſe your 
embarraſſment *, 

Your difficulties grew by 8 dif. 
ferent independent writers, who had treated 
this ſubject, Though they were of one mind 
in aſſerting, < that a plain and ſatisfactory 
pattern for this congregational order, might 
be eaſily collected and ſtated from a peru- 
fal of the New Teſtament T: yet when 
they came to delineate it according to their 
own idea, they were not agreed among 
themſelves, as to a few particulars requiſite 
to the conſtitution and adminiſtration of a 
regularly organiſed Goſpel Church. I wiſh 
you had employed more time and attention 
in this diſquiſition; *tis of great importance, 


and not, as you now think, . dry and un- 


„ + Ibid, 
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1 
interoting . Or the tach you may be 


ednfident, chat there is ſuch an agreement 
hong us, as mĩglit de expected; the plan 


from wich we all profes to copy, being 


clearly and expreſsly revealed in the New 
Teſtament; and which is obligatory upon 
alf Chriftians; Strange! that' you ffiould 
pretend to red help to digeſt and put to- 
getker the ſeveral regulations which were 
diſperſed in the different parts of the Got 
pels and Epiſtles; or that you' found your- 
ſelf unable to frame the materials into one 
orderly ſtructure by your owh ſkill . Yout 
ſpirit was not willing, the heart was pre- 
Vouffy divided upon the point, and chieffy (tt 
on what had "ug been aus to be a "wore 
gal Church. FATTY 
But this was riot the” whole of your diff. 
culty; for you' thought you ſaw; that the In- 
dependents” did not Keep clofely to their own 
principles. You' met with ſages in the 
Churches planted by the Apoſtles, which 
did not obtain in any of the congregational 
Churches you was acquainted with, And 
on the other hand, you noticed ſome” uſages 
wo I oe 7 
| ©, among 
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imong theſe, of which you could find we 
traces in the inſpired account we have of the 
Primitive Churches: and, by way of ſpebĩ- 
men, you mention one iniſtance in each kind, 
and exult that you could mention ſeveral *, 
The Apoſtle Paul, yow obſerve, in ch. xiv. 
of kis Firft Epiftle to the Corinthians, 
after cenſuring and correcting ſome im- 
proprieties which had obtained: in their pub. 
lic -afſemblies, gives them this direction: 
Let the prophets ſpeak two or throes "and 


bt the other judge. Tf any thing” be' reveal» 


to another that fitteth by, les the firſt 
bold his. peace. For ye may all propheſy ont 
by ene, that all may learn, and all may be 
comforted, "The general practice of congre- 
gativnal Churches, in our time, yon fay, 
ſeems not to comply with this apoſtolic” in- 
junction; becauſe, in our folemn Rated Wor- 
thip' on the Lord's day, * there is feldom 
more than ong ſpeaker. The fame Miniſter 
who preaches, uſually begins and ends the ſer- 
vice +.” If we plead, that the Apoſtle here 
ſpeaks of propheſying, and evidently ſup- 

poſes that the Church of Corinth was favour- 
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2d with extraordinary gifts * revelations 
which are now ceaſed, and therefore the 
rule cannot, in that reſpect, extend 12 
ſtill you have objectionęs. 
Though we cannot expect 8 
revelations, it ſeems as if you would have a 
hearer in a public aſſembly, when his heart 
has been warmed and impreſſed with the 
| truths of the Goſpel, to aſcend the pulpit 
after the Miniſter hath ended, © either to 
confirm or correct what he had been hear- 
ing, or to indulge the liberty he found in 
his mind, upon ſome other important ſub- 
jet; as perhaps ſomething was then re- 
"vealed to him, which might have been very 
ſuitable to the occaſion, and to the ſtate of 
the congregation *. This certainly is con- 
trary to the cuſtom of our Churches, and 
not allowed in yours; and I think you muſt 
know, could not be juſtified by the cuſtom 
of the New Teſtament Church, and is beſide 
the meaning and injunction of the apoſtle. 
Olf chis you are ſuſpicious, therefore do not 
lay your chief fireſs upon it.— Beſides, if you 
—_ thought this an uſage in the firſt Goſpel 
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Churches, why join younſelf to a Clairch ©- 


where it is impoſſible for the ſhadow. of it to 
appear, or the exerciſe of it would be attended 


with fines and excommunication,—and why 


condemn us for neglecting it? But you 
might have told your readers, that ſome of 


the congregational Churches, in their ſelect 


aſſemblies, do permit and encourage the 


brethren to ſpeak from paſſages of Serip- 
ture, and to pray one by one, that all may 


learn, and all may be comforted ; and if you 


thought proper to take up the cross with 
us, you might have readily practiſed every 


uſage which you thought obtained in the 


Churches planted by the Apoſtles. 


But your other argument, and your on- 


duct grounded upon it, are yet more extra - 


ordinary and ſurpriſing.— Vou ſay , If 


it be admitted that, becauſe the Primitive 


* 


Churches had extraordinary giſts, there are 


ſome things in their practice which are not 


proper for our imitation, who have not the 
lame gifts, —then I quite give up the hope 
* able to determine the en of v7; 


— 
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& Chiichy by eh Ig as tfle Ac of thi 
Apoſtles, and their Epiſtles; afferdime; uf. 
leſt ſome mum or ſex of men he ecommil. 
foned to draw the line fbr mne, an® to ſhiw 
diſtinctiy how far, and in what ifiſtancs; 
the ſtate of the firſt Chriſtians is limited 
from being a pattern to us, by the extraor. 
dinary diſpenſutions ef that age; and how 
far, and in what caſes, their pattern is bind. 
ing upon us fill, notwithſtanding thoſe dif 
penſatoae have long ſince ceaſed; 
_ © Ovritmioni ſenſe alone, Sir, with the a0 
helps you enjoyed, is fuffivient' to dra 
the line; and fix the pattern, to à willing; 
unbiaſſed, - ſincere enqulrer, determined to 
obſerve” Whatever appears to be the will of 
his God and Redeemer  coticerfiitig his 
Church and worfhip, or any other part 
of his duty; To be directed to' Rudy the 
Churches, mentioned in the/New Teſtament, 
that ſome parts of their practice were not 
deſigned for the imitation of future ages, 
with diſtinctly ſpecifying which are and 
which are not, as juditious writers have 
a thouſand times, is never the way to 
perplet 
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perplex aid bewilder an enquirer, As you 
intimate , bur rather to help him to light; 
formation; And ſtabinty. But you hint 
that my brethiren; whony ydu· conſulted did 
not diſtincty ſpecify whicty parts of the Pris 
mitive Churches; practice were, and which 
were 'not; deſigned for out imitutioni Oughe 
yow not to have ſbuglit out others, who 
were toi er or more communicative, or have 
read for yourſelf the beſt expolitors” of the 
piſſiges that pus led you — Butz iaſtead uf 
this, though refuſing t truſt the aſſumed in- 
alibility' of the Pope yet * fveling the need 
of a viſſhle guide,“ tflough fallible, to reſide 
ſome dyhere in the Church you: ſtumbltc at 
the very threſhold of your enquiry; tripped 
beyond all: other Church es, and fell inte 
we Church of England; the guide and ſus 
preme governor of which is the King, who 
certainly” Math more excellent Iivings' and 
Aznities to beſtow on thoſe/in hie. Church 
tan either CHrift” or his Apoſtles enj oyedz 
or thun the- Churches they iniſtituted can, 
or ever will, nnn 
favourites here. 


® p. 101. 


I come 


EE 

Is T come next to conſider thoſe uſages among 
us, of which you can find no traces in the Scrip. 
tures. What are they? You think © itis the 
uſual practice, in our Churches, to require 
from all perſons who wiſh to be admitted into 
our communion, an account either verbal or 
written of what is called their experience, 
in which not only a declaration of their 
faith in the Lord Jeſus, and their ' purpoſe 
by grace to devote themſelves to him, is ex- 
pected, but likewiſe a recital of the eps by 
which they were led to a knowledge ani 
_ profeſſion of the Goſpel *.“ As you are miſ- 
taken in the fact, all your ſubſequent argu- 
ments on it are nugatory. There are but 
few even Independent Churches, and pro- * 
bably there is not one, but what at times ad- 


mits perſons into their communion without 


cu 
hi 
it. Wonderful alſo ! that after your long i 
connection with us, you ſhould ſele& this as C 

one inſtance, and the only inſtance, of which * 
in an hour you might have obtained full in- © 


formation, and thus have ſilenced what you ef 
now y throw out as a reproach againſt u us. ur 


* 5 101. 


A 1 


pro- 


tm?) 


A profeſſion of faith in the 1h u 
| Chriſt, of acceptance of him, and ſubmiſſion 


to him in his offices and characters, ſupport- 


ed by the evidence of a Goſpel converſation, 
are deemed ſufficient by us to entitle a; per- 


ſon to Church-memberſhip. If any among 


us do © ſo loudly inſiſt upon the evil of ſu- 


per-adding any regulations to thoſe which 


are already provided by our Lord and his 
Apoſtles,” we are not ſo inconſiſtent and 


fooliſh as you would repreſent us to the 
public, in making it a pre-requiſite for 


admiſſion, that a perſon ſhall relate how and 
when he was awakened, what exerciſes of 


| mind he has paſſed through, and other purti- 


culars of a like nature . This is as merely 
human, as you acknowledge < the authority is 
which preſcribes the canons of the eſtabliſhed 


Church .“ Neither is it an »/ſual practice 


with us, nor do we think it “to be expe- 
dient for young converts, for young perſons, 
a er- for young women, to be compelled 


to ſpeak before a, public aſſembly z* nor do 


we. lac « expedient to truſt to a written 
+91 62 N. td | * _ 
MD 8 ER experi- 
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experience®. ”? It ſurely cannot be con. 
trary to Seripture rules, nor ought it to be 


_ caxeful to receive only thoſe, who have r- 
ined Chrift Jeſus the Lord, and wall i 
im, and that we wiſh our members to be 
ferfeftly gained. together in the ſame mind an 
in the ſame judgment, — holding forth. the aver 
F life.. For want of this, what is the com- 
munion af the Church in which You now 
miniſter, and what the fellotuſbip of its mem- 
bers? Know ye-not that-a little leauen leaue- 
eth the whale lump? I could ſay à good deal 
upon this head, but .candour faith, -5* Spare 

your friend and let him conſider his own 
_ in the note 4,” It is ſuſficient fer my 
purpoſe to add, that our practies of admit - 


mene in- 
ttruſion 


5 


e * 1 Aid, de, 
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own. .corrupt: paſſions,. While they ſuppoſed they 
were animated by a zeal for Chriſt. Are we not 


often deceived the ſame way? Can we not filentl 
bear or ingeriouſly extenunte the faults and miſtakes 
of our caun party, while we are all aeal and emotion 


a matter of reproach againſt, us, if we be 


1 ] L 
eulion of ignerant and wicked perſons, can 
be found in the New Teſtament. If you 
had only compared it with the practiee of ad- 
miſſion into the Church of England, your 
readers would have pronaunced it the moſt 
reaſonable and prudent, as well as a ſerip- 
tural practice. As to the charge of young 
ſore our public aſſembly, I have no ſuch 
cuſtom, nor know I that it obtains in any 

of the Churches .of Chriſt around me; yet 
ſurely our women have as goed a rigut to 
ſpeak in our aſſemblies as in your Church; 
where, though there is nothing in Seripture 
to countenance, but rather to forbid it, they 
bear a great part conſtantly in the public 
worſhip, and, according to the Ruhtie, with 
a loud voice openly confeſs their ſins. To 
adopt your own words, My remark on 
this particular will at A et en 


urgumentum ad lominem 7 


to expoſe, cenſure, and Sede with ehe lee Hh in 
others and ber b. g e what is 
not to be found among them 3 

Newton's Review of Reel Hs jeu, p. 20. 


You 


Mo 1 8 


TS}. 
Vou have indeedalmoſt wearied me by what Ml" 
you call a brief account -of the long and in- 
tricate'road which you travelled, to diſcover, 
if you could, the beſt conſtituted Church, 
But ſeveral pages more are ſpent, before we 
approach to the end of your journey. You 
ſeem well acquainted with the phraſe pul- 
veris exigui jactu: many a defect of reaſon- 
ing, of argument, and of proof in a cauſe, 
have been ſupplied by ſcattering duſt. It 


could not be neceſſary to inform any of your | 
readers, That a conſiderable part of the Au- 
ver 


congregational Churches differ from the rel, WJ" 
with reſpect to the mode and ſubjects of it 
baptiſm *, in order to prove, that the rea · © 
fon of your conformity to the Church den. 
England, was your regard to Chriſt, as heal Dl 
of his Church. But, for peace ſake, and to 
conform to your order and way, I will fol- en 
low you here alſo. You lived, it ſeems, in . 
intimate habits of friendſhip with ſeveral Neri 
Baptiſts, who were very willing to aſſiſt you e © 
in ſettling your judgment. They urged n 
TI precepts and precedents, and fai 


5 *p. 106. ; 


that 


[88.51 

that none of the congregational Churches 
but their own were agreeable to the mind of 
Chriſt : and though you ſhould acknow- 


which undoubtedly was the only one coun- 
tenanced by Scripture, ſtill you could not 


1 be right till you had renounced the baptiſm 
n. vou had received in your infancy, and ſub- 
le mitted (as they termed it) to baptiſm 8 im- 


It merſion. | : 
But here there was no occaſion to ac - 


our - 
the auaint the world with your fickleneſs ane 
eſt verſatility of temper at this period of your 


life.—“ that if you had ſeen it your duty to 
cede to the Church order of the Inde- 


rea- 

\ of endents, you know not but their principles 
nead ould have led you from them again, to 
d wein with the Baptiſts #. Nor need you have 


been under the leaſt concern, how they, 
ho, maintaining infant baptiſm, and preſs 


Ven Scripture precedent ſo ſtrongly upon you, 
; 500 anſwer the Antipzdo Baptiſts, who in this 
1rged point preſs it as ſtrongly upon themſelves, 


hey ſtand. upon the firmeſt ground, and 
the arguments of the Antipzdo Dpa no 


p. 108. 


ages 


ledge-and embrace the congregational order, 


„„ 
way affect us. They have not a ſngb 
precedent in Seripture of their manner d 
dipping the whole body under water &, or d 
their | ſubje&?s of baptiſm the children d 
Chriſtian parents, whoſe baptiſm was de. 
layed till they were of adult years, to make 
a profeſſion of their faith; and the bi 
tory of the New Teſtament extends ſixty 
years after Chriſt: and they have no Scrj- 
ture warrant to exclude children from the 
viſible Church of God, of which they ha 
been a part from the beginning, and taken 
into it by his own expreſs command, wid 
an initiating ordinance, at eight days old 
and whom he graciouſly receives into 
Heaven, and favours not only with a right]... 
to the ſeal of his covenant, but an inte- cho 
reſt in all the bleſſings thereof. You you. ne 
ſelf was grieved by their attempts to wrel 
à ſenſe from the Scripture, Acts xix. 2—5 
1o contrary to its plain and obvious mean- 
ing, merely to ſupport a favourite ſchemii¶ q, 
and you found likewiſe . that the Baptiſs f 1 
The moſt ſolemn baptiſms among the Jes ne, 
and of divine appointment, were by ſprinkling. | 
. choug 


13 
though unanimous even againſt thoſe, who 
in every point but one agree with them, 
were divided among themſelves . Some 
of the moſt wiſe and candid among them, 
while they practiſe what they think a duty, 
do not ſo peremptorily preſcribe it to others, 
as to make it an indiſpenſable term of com- 
munion; but will receive a perſon as a 
Church-member, whom they judge to be 
ſound in the faith, and of a good converſa- 
tion, though they conſider him in ſtrictneſs 
of ſpeech as unbaptized. But others, more 
rigid and uncharitable, are much hurt by 
this conceſſion, and bear teſtimony againſt 
lit, as unſcriptural and wrong. This differ- 
ence of judgment between them has been 
thought ſo important, that the reaſons for 
and againſt, and their mutual cenſures of 
each other, have been laid before the pub- 
lie, by good men on each fide of the queſ- 
ion; and therefore, Brother, neither you nor 
L ſhould here ſpend one moment about it. 
I wonder that, upon this ſtate of the 
de, as given by yourſelf, you 1 aſk, 
id, os 
1 6 What 


„ 1 


« What could I do *?” You had re- 


viewed and compared the ſentiments of 2 
number of reſpectable writers and Miniſ. 
ters of different names; and becauſe all in 
their turns expected you to unite with them, 
if you had any regard to the authority and 
| honour of the Lord Jeſus, as head of the 
Church, you ſhook hands with all, turned 
your back, and left them. You ſay, © The 
very confideration they propoſed, reſtrained 
me from uniting with any of them +.” But 


if. you could not think that you ſhould 


' honour the headſhip and kingly office of 
Chriſt, by acknowledging him as the head 
of a party and ſub-diviſion of his people, to 
the excluſion of the reſt, as you aſſert t,— 

how came you to join yourſelf at laſt to 
the greateſt of all the parties, and which 
publicly and ſolemnly avows the chief ruler 
of the land, whether man or woman, to be 
the head, and ſupreme governor of thell 
Church. © Every party uſes fair ſounding 
words of liberty |,” except the party you 
joined; which hath indeed articles, rules, 
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and canons many, that expreſely declare 
(what you would charge upon us) © they will 
only give me liberty to think as they think, 

and to act as they act * ;” and alſo oblige 
you to excommunicate me, "and even all that 
ſhall affirm the Book of Common Prayer, 
the Nor any of the thirty-nine articles, contain 
any thing erroneous, or repugnant to the 
The word of God. Canons 4th and sth. 

nei Sir, you ſurpriſed me, in connecting to- 
But gether „ the right of thinking for yourſelf, 
uld and of acting according to the dictates of 
your own conſcience,” without which, you 
ea think, there is no liberty at all; and the 
„o rvſolution that you would ſtand faſt in the 
- lberty with which Chriſt had made you free, 
- to and call none of them maſter, - and then 
nich preſently ſubſcribing with your hand, to the 
uler i Biſhop, ſuch impoſitions on your faith and 
) be conduct in the miniſtry, —withal boaſting of 
heir wur receiving ordination in the Church of 
ding England, with a u ph, a full aſſurance of 
you hope, —or, in your own way of tranſlating it, 
ales, | * p. 114. ' 


d. . 55 „ with 


FW. 3 
< with wind and tide in my favour, and a 
| pleaſing diſpoſition of outward events . 
I have now cloſely followed you 1 % ex · 
amining your firſt and principal reaſon, of 
leaving the Diſſenters, and conforming to 
the Church of England, — from page 61 
to page 117, juſt one-third of your whole 
correſpondence, The moſt candid of our 
readers muſt ſay, and you inwardly muſt 
approve the ſaying, That there is not a 
ſingle argument offered in proof, nor a 
reaſonable or gſtenſible motive ſuggeſted on 
behalf thereof. What avails our acknow- 
ledging in words, * that Chriſt is the one 
infallible, authoritative legiſlator and gover- 
nor of his Church, — that he is the Lord, and 
the only Lord, of conſcience,—that nothing 
inconſiſtent with his revealed will ſhould be 
practiſed, and nothing that he hath enjoined 
be omitted, by thoſe who profeſs allegiance to 
him +,” if we miſconſtrue or miſapply them, 
_ conſider them alſo as of doubtful. diſpu- 
tation, and act in oppoſition to our ac- 
| p. 15. Þ+ p- 62. 
N ' knowledgment? 


E 
a knowledgment? You declare, I could no 
more officiate as a Miniſter among any 
heople who inſiſt upon ather terms of commu-- 
nion than thoſe which our Lord has appointed, 
FAITH: and HOLINESsS,, than I could ſub- 
bribe to the dogmas. of the Council of Trent. 
My regard to his honour will not allow me 
to exclude any, whom I believe he has been 
pleaſed to receive. 
In the face of this ſolemn declaration, 
Ichough all the Churches among the Diſ- 
ſenters own no other head but the Lord Jeſus, 
[—and though ninety- nine Churches out of 
an hundred among them inſiſt upon no other 
terms of communion than what yourſelf 
approve,. FAITH and HOLINESS,—you choſe 
to officiate: as a Miniſter among a people, 
who profeſſedly on an earthly ſupreme go- 
vernor in ſpiritual concerns, —whoſe head and 


2 to. {other rulers init on far different terms of 
em, Ncommunion than thoſe which our Lord hath. 
pu- {W-ppointed, —who require you to approve of, 
aca not to ſubſcribe and ſubmit to, ſome 


things not more juſtifiable than the dogmas 


vp. 116. 


G: £4 of, | 
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of the Council of Trent, particularly the vr. 
dination ſervice borrowed from the Romiſh 

Church, —who oblige you to receive all kind 
of ſinners, whom they appoint to a poſt of 
profit, and to exclude all from the Lord's 
Supper, even the Apoſtles, could they come, 
except they will eat with you ih a cer- 
tain poſture of body, and at a certain part 
of your Church, — and who force you to 
| ſubſcribe and pronounce concerning me, and 
all my brethren, the awful ſentence, ** Lt 
them be excommunicated *.”* Surely it cannot 
be out of regard to Chriſt's honour, that you 
_ exclude from your communion, anathema- 
tize, and deliver over to Satan, in appear- 
| ance, many that, from other parts of your 
_ writings, you cannot but believe the great 
Author and Finiſher of our faith hath been 
pleaſed to receive, and will bleſs for ever. 


The canons of the Church of England are ex- 
preſely ordered to be read once every yar. to de 
people, by i its Miniſters. 


t LETTER III. 


My dine friend and brother, 
HAVE examined your chief reaſon why 


been a ſufficient one, had it been really 


However it appears you have two or three 
more to offer. Permit me to examine them 


ference you ' have given to the Church of 
England, is the effect of inconſideration or 


not mentioned. 
enter is, ( Becauſe I highly value the right 


of private Judgment, and my liberty as a Man 
3 e and 


you are not a Diſſenter. It would have 
proved, though you could have aſſigned no 


other. But the reaſon, inſtead of approving, 
we have ſeen condemns your conformity. 


alſo; and I hope to ſhew you, that the pre- 


prejudice, or ſomething elſe that 192 have 


Your ſecond reaſon for not being a Diſ- a 


—— ” 
TAU ET ˙-J ore Io — — 
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and as a Chriſtian *,” Here we certainly 


are agreed in principle. I rejoice in the 
name of a Proteſtant Diſſenter,, as ſetting 
me free from the unſcriptural ſhackles and 


impoſitions of men; and I do ſincerely think 
of you, and your brethren in the eftabliſh- 
ment, with a degree of friendly pity ; tak- 


ing it for granted that the engagements you 


are under, hold you in a painful ſtate of 


ſubjection and bondage (the holy Scriptures 


being our guide and rule) from which [ 


with to ſee you releaſed. 

According to your preſent views,. you 
may repay me-in kind. As we cannot think 
exactly alike, this ſeems the beſt method we 


_ can take t. Harſh cenſures, and angry diſ- 


putations,. would be unbecoming our pro- 
feſſion, and hurtful to our ſpirits; but it can 
do us no harm to pity and pray for each: 


other. I ean fay, © You would. ſurely pity 
me if you knew all. my inward: and out- 
<« ward trials; but you need not pity me 
( for being a Diſſenter, becauſe I account it 


my great privilege.” I am ſenſible there 


„iin P. 120. 
5 | are 


1 1 
5 re ſnares and difficulties which beſet you, 
e and therefore pity you, as you deſire. But 
g vy pity you, when you ſay, That I ex- 
d erciſe my miniſtry in the Church of Eng- 
k land, appears to me, as things ſtand, to be 
nter a ſubjecꝭ for congratulation than com- 
... aſian? I cannot become a Diſſenter till I 
u em weary of my liberty *.“ If you pleaſe, 
of ve will compare notes upon this head. 
es Let me firſt ſpeak of the reſtraints you 
Ire under. You acknowledge, you are 
bound, by your ſubſcription, to the forms 
ow and rubric of the Common Prayer; but 
1k your ſubſcription was really ex animo 4 (from: 
ve che foul) : you approve the ſervice, and there- 
iſ. Wore it is no burden to you to uſe it. Shall 
o- WH! 2dd what immediately follows? I do not 


to any book of human compoſition in the 
ame abſolute manner as | would to the 


and heard grievous charges from your Evan- 


ep. 12. + ps 122. 15 1 Ibid, 
are ; | VVV gelical 


conſider it as faultleſs ;, nor can I ſubſcribe 


Bible f. What kind of ſubſcription, then, 
can this ex animo be? I have often read 


1 
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gelical Miniſters, againſt thoſe of your bre- 


chren vrho ſubſcribed articles ex animo, which, 


inſtead of believing, they oppoſed and preach. 
ed againſt . They ſubſcribed from po- 
licy and worldly intereſt, and for filthy 
| lucre's fake. They were oppoſers of Chriſt, 


hypocrites, and came into the Church only 


| for the honours and revenues thereof, and 
to indulge in idleneſs, floth, and luxury.“ 
Thus have they been deſcribed ; and it is 

à matter of ſore lamentation, that men 

| ſhould, in religious concerns, trifle with 


Ce Unjuſt and diſingenuous invectives are every 
day caſt upon the main doctrines taught in the ar- 
ticles and homilies of the Church of England, by 
not a few who owe all their diſtinction and au- 
thority to their having /olemnly a A to defend 
them.“ 
| Newton's Review of Ecel. H ifory, p. 16. 
4 It is 700 notorious, that many Miniſters on the 
eſtabliſhment neither preach nor believe the doc - 
trines of the reformation; but though they ſub. 
 feribe to them, as a paſſport to ordination or to pre- 
| ferment, one day, make no ſcruple to reprobate them 
the next.” —Narrative of an Ordination at the Coun- 
* f ws s Chapel, 


theit 


„„ 
their ſubſcriptions, whether they regard faith, 
diſcipline, or practice; as you underftand 
that they are thus ſolemnly engaged to ROE 
to, and even defend them. 

That numbers in your Church do trifle 
with their ſubſcriptions, or do not ſubſcribe 
“really ex anime, — or the Latin words 
have a new ſignification now, different from 
what they had in former days, —all muſt con- 
feſs ; for we may hear daily ſome of your Mi- 
niſters preaching doctrines contrary to the 
articles of your Church :—and we fee others 
diſregarding the rules and conſtitutions of the 
Church, in their worſhip and conduct act- 
ing againſt their ſolemn engagements of 
aſſenting and conſenting to the determina- 
tions of the Church, not to ſay, of defending 
them. If you will pleaſe to inform us, in 
your next correſpondence, what is included 
in 4 ſubſcription really ex animo, — your 
brethren. will be much obliged to you ; and 
you may help them to a better reaſon for, 
and defence of, their ſubſcriptions at ordi- 
nation, than hath yet VOY” N — 

You 


; 0-3 

You next affirm * «By aſſenting, &c. ty 
dur Church ritual, I give up leſs of my own 
private judgment for the ſake of peace, than 
I ſhould by eſpouling the rules and practices 
of any Diſſenting Churches I am acquainted 
with.” You have not explained what you 
mean, for the ſake of peace; but true peace 
and quietneſs of mind I take to be infinitely 
ſupertor to any peace which the world can 
give us. That our friends may judge whe- 
ther you have given up lei of your Chriſtian 
liberty, and ſhewn a higher value for the 
right of private judgment, in aſſenting to 
your Church ritual, and becoming a Mi- 
niſter in the eſtabliſhment, than by eſpouſing 
the rules and practices of any Diſſenting 
Church, — permit me to call to your remem- 
brance, and to ſet before our readers, ſome 
of the canons of your Church, with which 
but few perſons are ſufficiently acquainted 
and to which, and the Biſhop's authority, 
vou declare your reſolution to ſubmit. © 1 
would not have applied to the Biſhop for 
_ ordination, if I had not been previouſly de- 


p. 122% 


= <x& 


termined 
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termined to ſubmit to his authority,” and ts 
the rules of the Church *.“ 

Now, Sir, by your ſubſcription to the 
third Canon, you have declared, that all 
who ſay, the Church of England is not an 
apoftolical Church, ought to be excommuni- 


0 
ice cated. 

el By the fourth, That all who ſhall affirm, 
anche Book of Common Prayer contains any 


ve. BY thing repugnant to the Scriptures. 
By the fifth, That all who ſhall affirm, any 
of the thirty- nine articles are in any part 
erroneous, or ſuch as may not, with a good 
conſcience, be ſubſcribed to. | 
By the ſixth, That all who ſhall affirm, the 
preſent rites and ceremonies of the Church 


ting | 
em- of England by law eſtabliſhed, or ſuch as 
or being commanded by lawful authority, men 


who are 'zealouſly and godly affected may 


hich 
ed; not, with a good conſcience, approve and uſe 
rity, em, or ſubſcribe unto them, 


By the ſeventh, That all who ſhall affirm, 
the government of the Church of England 
der the King, by Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
2. 334% 


| Deans, 


Deans, Archdeacons, and the reſt that bear 
office in the ſame, is n. to the word 


above canons, “to be excommunicated, and 
not reſtored but by the Archbiſhop, atter 


forgiven; whoſe ſins thou doſt retain, they are re. 
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of God. 
By the eighth, That all who mal affirm all 
or teach, the form and manner of making 2 


: and conſecrating Biſhops, Prieſts, and Dea- of 


cons, containeth any thing that i is repugnant Go 


to the word of God *. mil 


By the twelfth, That all who ſhall affirm, tue 
it is awful for any ſort of Miniſters and lay Bil any 
perſons to join together and make rules, or- WM and 
ders, or conſtitutions, in cauſes eccleſiaſti-· Wl the 
cal, without the King's authority, and ſhall WM ue 
ſubmit themſelves to be governed by them, Wl þ 
ought, for this and the former things in the 


* The candidate to be ordained muſt declare, 
that he truſts he is inwardly moved by the Holy 
Ghoſt, to take upon him the office z and the Bi- 
ſhop inveſts him with it, ſaying, * Receive ihe 
Holy Gboft : whoſe ſins thou doſt forgive, they ar 


tained ; in the name of the Father, the Son, 2 and 
the Holy Ghoſt.” 


their 


EI 
their repentance, and public revocation of 
ſuch wicked errors. 

By the fourteenth canon, You and all Mi- 
niſters are required to obſerve the orders, 
rites, and ceremonies, preſcribed in the Book. 
of Common Prayer, as well in reading the. 
Scriptures, and ſaying of prayers, and ad- 
miniſtration of the ſacraments, without ei- 
ther diminiſhing, in any reſpect, or adding 
any thing in the matter or form thereof. 
and, by this canon, you are obliged to read 
the Common Prayer on all een and their 
eves alſo. | 

By the twenty-ninth canon, You are not 
to admit any parents to dedicate their own 
children to God in baptiſm, nor to promiſe 
for their education ;—but you are to exclude 
them, and they muſt get other perſons for 
ſureties ;——and theſe muſt make no other an- 
ſwer than by the Book of Common Prayer 
is preſcribed ; which is promiſing more for 
the child than any can do for themſelves :— 
and you are required not to admit any per- 
ſons as godfather or godmother, unleſs they 
have before received the communion, 


1 1 

By the thirty-ſixth canon, it appean 

that, before you could be received into the 
miniſtry, you ſubſcribed — 1ſt, That the 
King's Majeſty, under God, is the only ju- 

preme governor of this realm, as well in all 
ſpiritual or eccleſiaſtical things or cauſes, a 
temporal.-2d, That the Book of Common 
Prayer, and of ordering of Biſhops, Prieſts, 
and Deacons, containeth in it nothing con- 
trary to the word of God, and that it may 
. Jawfully fo be uſed, and that you yourſelf 
will 2ſ the form in the ſaid book preſcribed, 
in public prayer and adminiſtration of the 
ſacraments, and none ther,— 3d, That you 
allow the book of articles of religion, agreed 
upon by the Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, and 
Clergy, in the convocation 1562, and ac- 
knowledge all and every the articles therein 
contained, being in number thirty-nine, be- 
ſides the ratification, to be agreeab/e to the 
word of God. To theſe three articles you 
ſubſcribed ; and for the avoiding all ambigui- 
ties, you were made to ſubſcribe in this 
order and form of words: J, J. N. 4 
w1llingly and ex animo p febferive to theſe thret 
10 1 ticlts 
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articles above mentioned, and to all things that | 


are contained in them.” 

By the thirty-eighth canon, If you ſhall 
omit to uſe the Form of Prayer, or any of the 
orders or ceremonies preſcribed in the Com- 
munion-Book, you are to be ſuſpended; and if 
after a month you do not reform and ſubmit 
yourſelf, you are to be excommunicated ; and 
then, if you do not ſubmit yourſelf within the 
ſpace of another month, you are to be de- 
poſed from the miniſtry, _ 

By the fifty-eighth canon, Vou are com- 
manded, in ſaying the public prayers or mi- 
niſtring the ſacraments or other rites of the 
Church, to wear a decent and comely ſurplice, 
with fleeves, to be 3 at the _—_— 
of the pariſh. 

By the fifty-ninth Canon, Youweyto cate- 
chiſe, every Sunday and holiday, before even- 
ing prayer; and, for half an hour or more, 
examine and inſtruct the youth, and ignorant 
perſons of your pariſh, in the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Articles of the Belief, and 
the Lord's Prayer, and teach them the Cate- 
chiſm ſet forth in the Book of Common 

I Prayer. 


/ 


Prayer. If you neglect your duty herein, 


you are to be ſharply reproved on the firſt 


complaint; if, after ſubmitting yourſelf, you 


willingly offend therein again, you are to be 
ſuſpended ; and if ſo the third time, there 


therein reformed, then excommunicated.” 
By the ſixty- firſt canon, You are required 
to take eſpecial care that no perſon ſhall be 
preſented to the Biſhop, for him to lay his 
hands upon for confirmation, but ſuch as 
can render an account of their faith, accord- 


Ing to the Catechiſm in the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer. 


By the ſeventy-ſecond canon, You are not 
to appoint or feep any ſolemn faſts, either 


publicly or in any private houſes, other than 
| ſuch as by public authority ſhall be appoint- 
ed, without the licence and direction of the 
Biſhop of the dioceſe firſt obtained under his 


hand or ſeal, under pain of ſiaſpenſion for the 
firſt fault, of excommunication for the ſecond, 


and of depoſition from the miniſtry for the 
third. Neither muſt you, unleſs thus li- 


cenſed, preſume to appoint or hold any meet- 


inge 


Tan 
inge for ſermons in market towns, or other 
places, under the ſaid pains. 


refed and reſtrained, as to your very ap- 
parel, what you ſhall wear, and what not. 
at home and in your journeys, —even to your 


any light- coloured flockings. 


dice, cards, or tables, are forbidden to you 
and your brethren. 

By the ſeventy-ſixth, You are not to volun- 
arily relinquiſh your office, being ordained, 


is a Layman, on pain of excommunica- 
ion. | 

By the kundred-and- ſecond canon, Min 
re to celebrate matrimony, or marry, only 
n the pariſh church where one of the 


d twelve in the forenoon. 
Now, Sir, will your ſecond . ſtand the 
lt of only theſe canons—4 L am a Miniſter 


By the ſeventy-fourth canon, You are di- : 


mght-caps ; and you are enjoined not to wear 


By the ſeventy- fifth canon, All playing at 


nor uſe yourſelf in the courſe of your life 


arties to be married dwelleth, and in no 
ther place, and between the hours of eight 


— 
— > 
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of the Church of England, and not a Difſn 


ter, becauſe I highly value the right of private Wl © 
judgment, and my liberty as a Man and as; t 
Chriſtian ? Are you not under the ſhackles iſ © 
and impoſitions of men, who aſſume office * 
and power in the Church of Chriſt, which I th 
are not countenanced in the word of God? © 
Lou conſider the terms Elders and Biſhop Wl = 
as ſynonimous *; and the Scriptures know uo ine 
other Biſhops than the Elders or Paſtors of i ta 
ſingle congregations or particular flocks ; nu 
and ſurely the Lord and Head of the Church 


| beſt knew what officers, as well as canons d diff 
rules, were requiſite to its good order ani er 
edification, and for the perfecting his ou "* 2 
body, the Church. line 

Do not the many engagements you are ſpar; 
under, hold you, and numbers beſide, in 
painful ſtate of ſubjection? If conſcientioul 
regarded, they muſt ;—and I have heard one 


of your ſerious brethren confeſs ingenuouly,ſ ee 
That the obſervance of ſeveral of the c ed fi 
nons, or canonical obedience altogether, wu 55 


* Review of Eccleſ, Hiſtory. 


emprus 


&; 
inpracticable : and yet others may be heard 
crying up the canons, rites, and articles of 
the Church, who at the ſame time neglect 
them, and ſtill from the pulpit and the preſs 
will rail at us who chooſe not to be ſubject to 
them: - and tis well if, to the name of Diſ—- 
ſenters, that of Schiſmatics be not added. 
Sir, it would be bondage, and grievous 
indeed to me, as a Man and a Chriſ- 
tian, to aſſent and conſent to the excom- 
munication of ſo many of my brethren and 
fellowy Chriſtians, who in point of conſcience 
differed from me and my Church in judg- 
ment,—and be forced publicly to pronounce 
it againſt them every year of my life. If, 
ſince your conformity, you have imbibed the 
ſpirit contained in the fourth, ſixth, ſeventh, 
eighth, and twelfth canons, you muſt view 
your dear friend and brother as a perſon that 
deſerves to be ſeparated from Chriſt, and ac- 
curſed ; or at leaſt as deſerving to be debar- 
red from Chriſtian communion,—not worthy 
to be interred in holy ground when he dies, — 
and, while living, to be deprived juſtly of 
many civil immunities, and if he doth not 
H 4 ſubmit 


w 

ſubmit himſelf, and recant, within forty days, 

he may be impriſoned, and lie 'there till he 

periſh. — All this, you know, is included 

| in the ſentence of excommunication ; and the 

Archbiſhop cannot abſolve him, till he re- 
pents, and revokes his wicked errors. 

The . conſideration of theſe particulars 

brings to recollection another extraordinary 

paſſage in your Letter: That the viſible 


Church of Chriſt, taken in the large extent, 


as comprizing all who call themſelves by 
his name, and who profeſs to receive his 
Goſpel, is not the proper ſubje of Chriſt's 
government, as he is the King of Saints :=— 
for his kingdom is a ſpiritual kingdom, which 
none can underſtand, —and his rule is a ſr 
ritual rule, which none can receive or obey, 
until born from above, and made new crea- 
| tures by the power of his ſpirit &. Your de- 
ſign here, ſeems plainly this, to lead your read- 
ers to the perſuaſion, that tis very immate- 
rial what Church they unite themſelves with; 
but {ill the greateſt freedom is to be enjoyel 
in yours: and they will enjoy Chriſt's ſpiritud 
_ 


government 


di 


„ 
government, join which they pleaſe.— “A 
for the unregenerate, they are a mere cap 
mortuum, differenced from the world, which 
lies in wickedneſs, in nothing but a name *.“ 
But ſurely, Sir, however little you may re- 
preſent and eſteem it , I think the honour 
of the Lord Jefus Chriſt is greatly concerned 
with the different ways in which the pro- 
feſlors of his Goſpel may think proper to 
conſtitute themſelves into national or par- 
ticular Churches. God hath fixed a rule 
of his worſhip under the New Teſtament 
diſpenſation, as well as the old. We have 
a ſure and ſtanding rule; and certain poſitive 
inſtitutions are given, of which he requires 
his Miniſters? and people's careful obſervance; 
and they who add to them, or ſubſtitute ano- 
ther rule of worſhip and government with 
fecular penalties, may be ſaid to invade his 
prerogative and ſovereignty. 

If your meaning, in the above paſſage, is, 
that the glory of a Goſpel miniſtry and or- 
dinances is ſpiritual, and peculiarly under 

e e 
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52 the influence and direction of Chriſt, as s King 


of Saints,—we are agreed. But what ſhall 


we then make of your Church's long lift 


of Archbiſhops, Dioceſan Biſhops, Chancel- 


lors, Deans, Sub Deans, Rural Deans, Arch- 


deacons, Prebendaries, Canons, Regiſters, Pra- 
centors, Chanters, Rectors, Vicars, Curates, 
&c.! And what can we ſay of their power 


and rule ? and what of her canons and 
_ excommunications ?—If the rod and ſceptre 
of Chriſt be only ſpiritual, you muſt con- 


feſs that the rod or ſceptre of your Church, 
in her officers and ſpiritual courts, is rather 


carnal; compelling numbers of what you ſtyle 


the caput mortuum (nominal and vicious 


profeſſors), for the fake of poſts under go- 
vernment, to come and partake of her moſt 


ſacred rites; and excommunicating others, 
who, to preſerve a good conſcience, diſſent 
(though born again from above, and truly 


godly) delivering them over to the ſecular 
arm, to chaſtiſe and bring them to repent- 


dir, it was your unreaſonable and wonder- 
8 ful 


—. — 
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ful boaſt, of preſerving your right of private 
judgment, and your liberty as a Man and a 
Chriftian, more by uniting with the eſta- 
bliſhment than with any particular Church 
of Diſſenters, that hath of neceſſity drawn 
theſe remarks from me,—in order to my own 
vindication, as well as to ſhew the impro- 
priety of the reaſon you have aſſigned. I aſſure 
you, *tis a very difagreeable ſervice to men- 
tion theſe imperfections; tis with. fincere 
emotions of grief, and ardent wiſhes for a 
ſpeedy reformation. But do not theſe parti- 
culars prove, that your mode of Church 
worſhip and government is not ſo agreeable 
to the ſpirit and genius of the Goſpel of 

Chriſt, as is that of the moſt exceptionable 
Church that can be named among the Diſ- 


{enters ? At your ordination, you promiſed 


e reverently to obey your ordinary and other 
chief Miniſters over you; - when inſtituted, 
you were obliged to take an oath to - per- 
form true and canonical obedience to the 
Biſhop and his ſucceſſors,” and to #neel be- 
fore him while he read the words of inſti- 
„„ 
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tution:— even your Biſhops, at inſtitution, 
do homage alſo, by kneeling down before 
the King in his chair of ſtate. 

We now proceed to another point. Hav- 
ing accepted a deſignation to the cure of ſouls, 


you ſay *, « My public Miniſtry is thereby the, 
confined to pariſh churches; and I cannot, 1 
conſiſtently with what I conceive to be ¶ con 
the import of my voluntary engagements, Nawaz 
preach at random, and in all places without the 
reſerve. But this is no reſtraint upon my bore 
conſcience : things in themſelves lawful are -a 


not always, or to all perſons, expedient. I 
_ approve of parochial order; and believe it is, | 
on the whole, 3% for me to confine myſelf Vo 
to the duties of my own charge, and to ſuch 
opportunities of preaching in parochial pul- 
| Pits as may occaſionally offer. Between the 
one and the other I have ſufficient employ- 
ment: and though the Biſhop who or- le 
dained me laid me under no reſtrictions, 
I would not have applied to him for ordina- Io 
tion, if I had not been previouſly deter- 
mined 1 to ſubmit to his authority, and to the 
p- 122. 


rules 
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rules of the Church. I thought and ſtill 
think it my duty to preſerve a conſiſtency of 
character; for I was not ordained to be an 
Apoſtle or Evangeliſt, to ſpread the Goſpel 
throughout a kingdom, —but to take care of 
the particular flock committed to my charge. 
—[ heartily approve of your judgment and 
conduct in this reſpect ; and wiſh that all your 
awakened brethren would ſeriouſly attend to 
t be contents of the ſeventy-ſecond canon, be- 

bre cited, and to what you have here written; 
e 

[ 


—and may they think and do likewiſe !—_ 
Permit me to enlarge a little on this intergſi- 
ing ſcene you have preſented to public view. 
You have indeed ſaid, I interfere not with 
the conduct of others *. — But if with the 
ſages and conduct of me and my brethren, 
hy not with the uſages and conduct of your 
Clergy ? Their blemiſhes and diſorders 
It ſeems muſt be hidden, leſt the work of God. 
Inould ſuffer, or be impeded ! But, Sir, we 
annot be oppoſers of the work of God, while 
we tread in the Apoſtles ſteps. What was 
e conduct of the great Apoſtle Paul? 


® Þ. 123. 


Was 
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5 Was he ſilent, and would not interfere with 
the irregularities which took place in his 


beſeech his brethren to © mark them who 
cauſe diviſions and offences, and avoid them? 


now as then. Beſides, great is the danger of 
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day, that reflected diſgrace on the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, and tended to introduce parties 
and confuſion into the Church? Did he not 


for they that are ſuch, ſerve not our Lord 


Jeſus Chriſt, but their own belly; and by on 
good words, and fair ſpeeches, deceive the late 
| hearts of the ſimple *.” Diſorders in the ¶ peri 
Church are as dangerous to religion now WM {nar 
as in his days, and *tis as fit they ſhould be as o 


courageouſly and faithfully teſtified againkt WI Chu 


a neglect, in ſo important a matter, to our- « 
ſelves, and to the ſouls committed to your Wo! th 
charge; for if any be beguiled and led aftray {MW der 
by means of the Paſtor's filence, is he not I Evan 

_ Chargeable with their fin ? I dare not com- ¶ prove 

| pare myſelf with ſome who commend them- lies | 


| ſelves, nor intrude into another man's pro- ¶ miſſio 
vince ; yet cannot but think, you are indiſ- ert t 
penſably obliged to diſcourage and prevent the t, an 


Rom. xvi. 17. 


growl 
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growth of diſorders in your own Church 
and ſhould frown on thoſe who are authors 


of confuſion, contentions, and ſeparations, 
and not of peace. You are duly ſenſible 


about preaching from one county to ano- 
ther, when they have a particular flock com- 
mitted to their charge. I wiſh you had, 
on the preſent occaſion, ſeriouſly expoſtu- 
lated with them, and ſhewn yourſelf ſu- 
perior to that fear of man which bringeth a 
ſnare. With a ſpirit of meekneſs, as well 


Church, you might have thus addreſſed 
tem: | 


6 Brethren, the eyes of the public, and 


ſder Were you ordained to be Apoſtles or 


m- prove your being called to theſe high of- 
m- {ices ? Ought you not to produce your com- 
ro- miſſion from Heaven, to enlighten and con- 


i and before you aſſert you have received 


of the inconſiſtency of their condud?, who go 


as of zeal for the honour and peace of your 


of the Lord our God, are upon us. Con. 


Evangelifts ? or have you qualifications to 


ert the world at large, before you ſet about. 


ſuch 
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ſuch a commiſſion ? Why imitate the wan. 
dering Levites of old, and the circumambu- 
lation of Popiſh Friars, when you have a 
place and charge 'of your own ? Why a& 
as if you were Paſtors'to all the flocks in 
' a city, or the kingdom? Why go about 
preaching from one pariſh, county, and 
dioceſe, to another, where the Goſpel is al- 
ready preached, and by Miniſters far your 
ſuperiors in learning, gifts, and doctrinal 
knowledge, if not in practical religion? — Re- 
flect, whether your conduct doth not afford 
ſome juſt ground for the uſual charge, That 
your running about is to conceal a ſhalloy- 
neſs of parts, or an inattention to ſtudy ; or 
from the conceit of a ſuppoſed inſufficiency 
af the Miniſters at and around the places you 
viſit.” Be not ſo cenſorious as to repreſent 


your own brethren, or the Diſſenting Mi- it h 
niſters, as doing little or no good; nor /« all. 
vain as to imagine you can and will do a WS 
great deal. Surely, you are not more or eli 
Better able to convert ſouls than they. Take mer 
cure, leſt by your — you incur the By Jou 

cenſure | 
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* of being buſy bodies, and of not, 
baving that modeſty and humility, - pre- 
ferring others in love, which the Holy. 
Scriptures enjoin ;—and be. cautious that 
you give not the world occaſion to ſay, 
that your chief care ſeems to be, to win 
over perſons to a party and to yourſelves (to 
make the moſt of them in temporal con- 
cerns) rather than unto, Chriſt. Uſe, no 
mean and indirect arts to get the pulpits of 
your brethren, or to alienate the affections 
of their people from them: — and far be it 
from you, to ſeek to evade the laws of your 
Church; or to ſecede from it half way, and 
then intrude yourſelves upon Diſſenters. 
Scorn to ſhelter yourſelves, in their meet- 
ing houſes, under the Act of Toleration, 
with half one worſhip, and half another: 
it hath been ſaid, tis to collect people from 
all quarters, and to make property of them, 
as well as to introduce diſorders into all 
religious aſſemblies. Act conſiſtently as 
members of the eſtabliſhment, and ſupport 


* our clerical character in all things, agree · 
D = able 


—— 


Tk 
Ale to your promiſes and ſubſcriptions er 
animo at your ordination, and your oath 
of canonical .obedience. In fine, be exem- 


plary, not in a zeal to take care of other i 


Miniſters charges, but with fidelity take 
care of the particular flock committed, or 
that may be committed, to your own; as 
thoſe who muſt hereafter give a folemn ac- 
count concerning them.“ 
From the preſent appearance of . 
- *tis high time, Sir, for the faithful Miniſters 
of Jeſus to ſet themſelves to ſtem the irregu- 
 Jarittes prevalent among profeſſors, too much 
countenanced and influenced by the exampl: 
of ſome, and openly allowed by the /tlenz 
of other Miniſters, from-whom better things 
might be expected. Tis of the laſt impott- 
ance to your awakened brethren, to act ſtea- 
dily and uprightly according to the fixed 


principles and rules of your Church; ſince 


many have queſtioned the reality of a wotk 
of God being carried on in the ſouls of men, 
in various places (to the boaſted number d 
thouſands and tens of thouſands), by tit 


inſtru- 
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inſtrumentality of perſons who openly and 
wilfully violate their ſolemn promiſes, and 
are notoriouſly guilty of preaching and a&- 
ing in defiance of their Ordinary or Bi- 
ſhop. You chuſe © to confine yourſelf to 
the duties of your own charge *. May 
you have the divine preſence with you!— 
and have many of your flock for your joy + 
here, by their growth in grace and the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour, and 
for a crown of ae in the "op of 
judgment! 

I now proceed with you to another in- 
tereſting particular. — You ſay , I am not 
under any diſagreeable conſtraint from my ſu- 
periors in the Church. The Archdeacon in 
his dictrict, and the Biſhop in his dioceſe, hold 
their reſpective viſitations. On theſe occa- 
ſions we anſwer to our names, hear a ſermon 
or a charge, and uſually dine together. There 
is nothing painful to me in paying theſe to- 
kens of reſpect to my acknowledged ſuperiors, 
and receiving marks of civility from them. 
At all times, while we keep within the li- 

e l | 
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mits which 1 Mo ſubſcribed and EStiſſrited 
to ex animo, we ſcarcely know, at leaſt we 
do not feel, that we have any ſuperiors; and 
| To far as J am concerned, I have reaſon 
to acknowledge that the adminiſtration of 
our Church e is gentle and li. 
| eral. ot | | 
But, Sir, are the Miniſters of Chrift (thoſe 
eſpecially who believe they have received the 
Holy Ghoſt to preach his Goſpel) to be de- 
pendant on the pleaſure of Archdeacons and 
Eiſhops? And before you acknowledged. 
them to be your ſuperiors, you ſhould have 
_ duly examined their right to be ſo : for only 
_ officers of Chriſt's appointment ſhould be 
over his houſe; and their rule or govern- 
ment is only paſtoral, by applying the Goſ- 
pel to the conſciences of men, not to lord it 
over their brethren, or over any part of 
God's heritage. Vou muſt know what our 
great favourite, the truly learned, judi- 
cious, and pious Mr. Howe wrote on this 
point : «Here, we (Diſſenters) make our 
ſtand; and fay that, till Dr. Stillingfleet (cr 
any other man) hath 9 theſe things, ift, 
5 1 hat 


F nr 1 


That ſuch a Church as he hath given us a 
notion of (a national Church) is actually a 
divine inſtitution ; and 2d, That God hath 
given to the eccleſiaſtical governors in it, 
| never choſen by the Chriſtian community, or to 
any other, power to ſuperadd inſtitutions of 
the nature above-mentioned (laws and de- 
crees, new federal rites, ſigns, and ſymbols, 
with many more dubious and unneceſſary 
things), and to enforce them with penalties, — 
all his reaſonings that pretend to be ad rem 
are to no purpoſe, and do nothing at all ad- 
vantage his cauſe &. Yea this great man 
fays, that he who would go about to make 
ſuch inferences (as the Conformiſts of that 
day did) from their ground of a national 
Church, and its eccleſiaſtical rulers, would 
gain to be laughed at by all ſober men, inſtead 
of a concluſion . 

Like him, I continue a firm Diſſenter, and 
cannot but wonder how any, who prize and 
conſult the Scriptures, under the notion of 
bighly valuing the right of private judg- 

* Howe's Works, vol. ii, p. 622, _ Þ+ Ibid; | 

| T2 ment, 


E 6 
ment. and enjoying fully their liberty as Men 
and Chriſtians, can leave us, and enliſt under 
the eccleſiaſtical rulers of the Church of Eng- 
land. You indeed ſay, that their admini- 
{tration is gentle and liberal: but ſome of 
your own awakened brethren, even in this 
city, have complained of the adminiſtration 
as unreaſonable, ſevere, and tyrannical; 
and on this account one of them thought it 
his duty to quit his parochial charge, and ſe- 
cede, I will leave him and you to ſettle the * 
loints, of his conſidering the care of ſouls in Pi 
a fingle pariſh as „ too narrow a ſphere fir 4 


him, and of his and others having © really in 
received a commiſſion from the great Head of th 
the Church to go into all the world, and Co 
preach the Goſpel to every creature. May ac 
co 


we not expect that the gifts of tongues and 
of miracles will ſoon be attempted alſo? But do; 
the following words of this apoſtle, and!“ 
awakened brother, are entirely ad rem. We 
could not in conſcience ſubmit to many of the 
canons of the Church of England, or that 1 
part of her diſcipline which we judge to be 
| human 
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human impoſition on the conſcience, unreaſon- 
able, arbitrary, and unſcriptural x. 
How widely different is your opinion! 

all is reaſonable, gentle, and liberal 2 
you. But ſhall we praiſe your ſuperiors for 
this? underſtanding thereby their neglecting 
to enforce the ftrict obſervance of thoſe rites 
and rules, which you and others ſubſcribed 
ex animo. Either your awakened brethren: 
were more diſobedient than yourſelf, walked- 
more diſorderly, and paid leſs regard to their 
promiſes and ſubſcriptions at receiving epiſco 
pal ordination; or your ſuperiors are exceed 
ingly partial in their adminiftration.. And 
this laſt appears to be the caſe; otherwiſe you 
could not have thus written: I always 


acted in the pariſhes which I have ſerved ac- 
cording to my own judgment; and I have 


done ſome things which have nat:the ſanction of 
general cuſtom f. It may be eſteemed a fe- 
licity,. that you © never met with the ſmalleſt 
check, interference, or mark of diſpleaſure; 


Ordination Sermon at-the Counteſs of rg 
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+ P. 122. 


14 from 


120 J 

from any of your ſuperiors in the Church, v2 
to this hour: but was J in your ſituation, on ¶ d: 
reviewing my ſolemn ſubſcription, my own tal 
conſcience, which is ſuperior to all the Bi- 4+: 
ſhops and rulers of the earth, would, on my M 
omitting or doing things which have not the ( 
ſanction of the Church, or of general cuſ- WW pa 
tom in it, ſeverely check, accuſe, and con- 
demn me. But with you all is quietneſs; and 
-you exult, —<< Such are my reſtraints, and 
ſuch is my -liberty.”—Your reſtraints we 
Have ſeen by ſome of the canons ; and your 
liberty is to deviate from them as you pleaſe; 
for you thus glory x: ] am bound by no re- 
gulations but what 7 myſelf approve ; and 
within theſe boundaries I do as I pleaſe, no 

man forbidding or controlling me.? 
Hence you have often thought that you 
had as good a right to the name of Indepen- 
dent as myſelf f. Surely not, as to our 
acknowledgment of, and our dependance 
upon, * our Lord and Saviour.“ Indeed, 
with reſpect to . the inßuence of men, your 
following boaſt is true,—* We have the ad- 
777 
1 Bs vantage 
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vantage of you *. That you are more in. 
dependent of your brethren, is a palpable miſ- 
take ; but you are 3 « more indepen - 
dent of your people f. 4 
As to my brethren, according to our plan 
(which is ſtrictly ſcriptural alſo), © every 
particular Church is (called Congregational, 
or, as you term it) Independent; poſſeſſing and 
exercifing every kind of Church power with 
in itſelf, and not ſubject to the control of 
any other Chriſtian ſociety t,” or any body 
or aſſembly of Minifters whatever: and be- 
fore you had aſſerted, or at the time you in- 
linuated, that thoſe of our Miniſters, who, 
from their fituation or connection, have 
more influence than others, and have op- 
portunities of aſſiſting poorer Miniſters 5, 
had thus exerciſed their influence, and proved 
themſelves - unfriendly to the liberty we fo 
highly prize, —you ' ſhould have produced 
ſome inſtances in proof. Till then, your 
thoughts will deſervedly be ' conſidered 'as 
epocryphal as the chapters in the books of 
Tobit and Judith, as Bell and the Dra- 

* p. 129, + Ibid, -JIbid. 5p. 129. 
gon, 
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gon, &c. which you are obliged by your ſu. 
periors to-read at certain times in the Church, 
annually, to the excluſion of the Sacred 


Oracles. 
With meekneſs I would kk by: your com- 


paring our Miniſters © to a company of ſol- 


diers in their exerciſe, where every one muf 


move in a preſcribed line, keep the ſame pace, 


and make the like motions with the reſt, on 


pain of being treated as refractory *.” 1 
only entreat you, to aſſure your friends it is 
not true; and that you have taken up and 
propagated a reproach againſt your neigh- 
| bour unjuſtly. There was no occaſion then 


to add, by way of contraſt, that Miniſters 
in the eſtabliſhment know nothing. of theſe 


reſtraints.” As you muſt have rather kept 


ſtrange company among us, to receive ſuch 


Wrong intelligence,—ſo, if I were inclined 
to retort, I might ſay, that if you adhere to 


your ſubſcriptions, you and all your brethren 
muſt move in a preſcribed line, and make the 


| like motions with the reſt, on pain of being 
treated as refractory, and as ſome have found 


p. 130. 
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to their coſt; — and that many have not been 
excommunicated and depoſed, is owing en- 


tirely to the gentleneſs, or remiſſneſs and in- 


difference, of your bench of Biſhops, and 
other your ſuperior officers. You muſt ac- 
knowledge, that all the refractory and diſ- 
obedient, but in one point or canon, are at 
mercy: but as for my brethren, we call no 
man lord or maſter among us; and (with 
more propriety than you) can laugh at a 
board of Miniſters even with impunity, 


ſhould they ſtep out of their line either to 


cenſure or to dictate. | 

Many muſt wonder at your next t aſſertion: 
“We Miniſters in the eſtabliſhment are 
connefted in love, but not upon ſyſlem : we 
profeſs the ſame leading principles and aims.” 
Verily, it hath not been long ſo; but you re- 
move the difficulty by ſaying, << Each one 
acts ſingly and individually for himſelf . 

We come now to what might juſtly be 
ſtyled the fir? and principal reaſon of ſome 
men's conformity, and chuſing rather to be 


Miniſters in the Church of England, than 


4 P · 131. 
with 


to ſift and ſcrutinize his expreſſions, and to 


I know not all our Churches, or all the in- 
dividuals you have been familiar with; but 


in any other with which I am acquainted, 


know their Paſtors, before they chuſe them, 
than to treat them thus. If there be any in- 


| deſcribed, they came from you, or from one 
of your parties, to whom Church and Cha- 


„ 
with the Diſſenters. You think that you pe 
Are more independent of your people; and 1 


vou truly are ſo. The conſtitution of ha 
our Churches appears to you faulty, © in No! 
giving a greater power to the people than wh 
the Scripture authorizes &. And what is feru 
this great and unſcriptural power ?—You ſay, WM ** 
% Almoſt every individual conceives himſelf ble 
gre 


qualified to judge and to guide the Minifter, 


tell him howw and what he ought to preach 4.” 


this is not the caſe, Sir, in my Church, nor 


There is not one real Diſſenter who aſſumes 
this power, or conceives himſelf thus quali- 
fied. Our flocks have more ſelf- knowledge 
than thus to conceive or act; and they better 


dividuals now among us of the caſ you have 
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pel and Meeting-houſe, and learned or illi- 
terate Miniſters, are all alike. Such indeed 
have manifeſted itching ears after religious 
novelties, —are ſwift to run and hear every 
where, and will liſten with rapture to the 
erudeſt performances, and rhapſodies of 
words, without order, ſenſe, or meaning, and 
75 bleſs the rambling preacher as the wiſeſt and 
greateſt of all the men of God, — and yet go and 
hear in vain the excellent diſcourſes of ſettled 
Paſtors (who think it their duty to meditate 
on God's word, to ſtudy by day and by 
night, and ſeek to find out acceptable words 
for their hearers ſpiritual improvement and 
od, profit). They will hear ſuch men, as judges, 
with a magiſterial ſpirit. according to their 
ability will ſcrutinize the expreſſions, —and, 


in being puffed up with ſpiritual pride, will ſay 
ter to one another as they depart from the houſe 
mn, Nef God.. A poor goſpel ſermon truly !— 


how. little about Chriſt and free grace,—and 
how much of walking worthy of God and of 
our holy vocation, and of keeping ourſelves i in 
the love of God,—of adding to our faith Vir 
tue, and a long liſtofe other things, rand of our 
Kg walking 


friendly one ?—or can ſuch an aſſertion be 


they differ in, have one Lord, one faith, one 
a hope #*,” Moraliſts conſider it as an aggra- 


( 266 . 
walking in all the ordinances and command. v 
ments of the Lord, blameleſs. The Miniſter un 


. is a ſelf-righteouſniſt :;—he underſtands not of 
. the pur 4 goſpel, — and we can do far better 


ourſelves.” Indeed, Sir, through < the (a. A 


lies of ſome active ſpirits,” and * their in- ber 


cidental blemiſhes,” boys have learned from fff bet 


them to deſpiſe the beſt teachers, as if they I ing 


knew nothing of Chriſt, or of his Goſpel, and fly 
to ſet up themſelves as inſpired preachers. hut 


Fou next ſuggeſt, that the rich among us, eur 
| who can contribute moſt to the Miniſtes Ml tio! 
ſupport, and the officers called Deacons, who int 

are uſually choſen from among the more I be 
"Wl 


wealthy, expect to be conſulted, and that 
their judgment ſhall be followed: and you 
are pleaſed to aſſert, that our preaching muſt 
ze ſuited to their taſte and ſentiment.— What 
manner of ſpirit is this, Sir? - a moderate and 


eſteemed a mean of promoting candour and 


benevolence among thoſe, who, whatever ell 


2p. 160, 
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fm) 
vation of the ſin of ſlander, when committed 
under the cloak of religion, or with the maſk 
of candour and benevolence. 

What you ſay concerning ſome of our por 
Mini ſters, may be literally applied to a num- 
ber of yours. A faithful Miniſter, in his 
better hours, diſdains the thought of comply- 
ing with the caprice of his hearers, or con- 
niving at their faults; yet, as you ſay *, 
human nature is weak, —and in ſuch cir- 
cumſtances he ſtands in a ſtate of tempta- 
tion: and if he has grace to maintain his 
integrity, yet it is painful and difficult to 
be obliged frequently to diſpleaſe thoſe on 


whom we depend, and who, in ſome other 


reſpects, may be our beſt friends and bene- 
factors. I can truly ſay, that my heart has 


deen grieved for the oppoſition, neglect, and 


unkindneſs which ſome valuable men among 
you, to my knowledge, have met with from 


thoſe, who ought to have eſteemed them very 


highly for their work fake ; and eſpecially 
from ſome of their own dignified brethren. 
The effects of ſupreme power * lodged in 


e 
ad 2 ecchfaftics, 
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ecclefiaftics, c and of the unſanRified ſpirit 
in which it has been exerciſed, have been 
more ſevere and fatal than any effects of 
power lodged in the people. es 

It was very prudent, Sir, —when you men. 
tioned our people having more power than the 
_ Scripture authorizes,—to confine it merely 
to their guiding; judging, and attempting an 
undue influence over their Miniſters, by their 
wealth or office. And yet this, were it true, 
epiſcopal Miniſters more or leſs experience 
alſo from their ſuperiors, whether in wealth 
or office, and whether in their. pariſhes or 
in palaces, —You have entirely omitted the 
power our people claim, and really exerciſe, in 
chooſing their own Paſtors and Teachers and 
Deacons. What think you of this power? Isit 
ſcriptural, or is it not? The care of ſouls is an 
important charge :—how came you and 1 by 
it? Was I choſen by my flock or pariſhion- 
ers, or the perſons who contribute to my ſub- 


= ſiſtence (to which right, as Men and Chriſ- 


tians, they are entitled by nature, and which 
is ſupported by reaſon and revelation * )? or 
wi 


Acts vi. 5, xv. 22+ 2 Cor. viii. 19—22. 
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was 1 forced upon them by the will, and at the 
pleaſure of a Patron, to the deprivation of 
the people” s right, and without their con- 
ſent, or even knowledge? - and do I remain 
as their Miniſter, contrary to the wiſhes of 
many of them? To have been the voluntary 
choice, and to haye the affections of my 
people, is (next to the being uſeful among 
them) the greateſt pleaſure of my life: and 
for this one reaſon alone I could not conform 
to your Church ns its conſtitution deprives 
the people of that original and ſacred right, and 
commits the care of all the ſouls of a pariſh 
over to the arbitrary option of one man, who 
for money hath purchaſed; or by inheritance 
obtained, the advowſon ; by which many un- 
worthy perſons are ſeated, and exalted over 
them with a lordly power beyond their con- 
trol; and who will delegate the care of their 
fouls to another ſtranger, for. a few pounds a 
year. Your great oracle in eccleſiaſtical law 
informs you, that the Biſhops were formerly 
elected by the Clergy, and by rhe people; for 
it was then thought convenient that the Lait 
ſhould be conſidered, in the election of Bi- 

* * | ops, 
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e and concur in the e he 
who was to have the inſpection of them al 

might come in by general conſent ®. 
ou ſay juſtly and experimentally, ( We 
in the eſtabliſhment know but little of your 
difficulties; we are not ſo much at the mery 
of our hearers for ſubſiſtence; and though we 
probably preach to ſome who are wiſer and 
| better, as well as richer than ourſelves, we haue 
no hearers of whom we ſhould and in fear, if 
they did une 2 right to direct us.” — TI 
proper to have a ſpirit willing to profit by 
hint even from a child, and to pay attention 
to the advice of any perſon who ſpeaks to us 
in love, and in a right temper; and certainly 
humble loving Chriſtians are more diſpoſed 
to find fault with themſelves than with their 
Miniſter, and to receive inſtruction than to 
offer it. And when men are effectualſ 
wrought upon by divine grace, their paſſions 
are reſtrained and brought into order; they 
are meek, mild, and live in peace. But ſhould 
a conformiſt to the world, or a zealot for 3 
party, expect you to accommodate you 
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eaching to his practice, or to his Shibbo- 
lth, you ſay, © I. could give him an anſwer, 
without being afraid of conſequences. :”—ſo 
can I, brother, and ſo will every faithful Mi- 
niſter of Jeſus, let the conſequences be what 
they may.— This reaſon of yours appears to 
be of confiderable weight with you, and it hath 
had great influence with many others that 
have joined the national Church, indepen- | 
dency of the people for a ſubſiſtence :” but 
as to this, in a great degree, may be attri- 
buted the diſregard which many of the Cler- 
gy ſhew to their pariſhioners, and their ne- 
glect of parochial duties, well knowing that 
their Ai pends and viands are ever ſure— 
ſo, on the other hand, the voluntary contribu- 
tions of our hearers may be of ſervice to 
ſimulate us in our work; but ſhould our 
faithfulneſs diſpleaſe, and they are withheld, 
would rather chooſe poverty and affliction, 
with the teſtimony of a good conſcience, than 
to enjoy all the large and certain emoluments 
which can poſſibly ariſe from a ſinful com- 
Ane to eee ene or con- 
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and pours forth its anathemas againſt thoſe {Ml pit 
who diſſent from her Articles, Liturgy, and ent 
Canons. If I yet pleaſe men, or join any Mi 
Church, for the fake of man gs things, an ton 
1 yet a ſervant of Chriſt? niſt 
You next apprehend, that you have more = 
liberty with reſpe& to your pulpits than we vas 
have; — you have apprehended many things, "9! 
deſide this, that were wrong, and have no like. 
exiſtence. We can invite whom we pleaſe, and 
let his country or denomination be what i time 
will, to preach in our pulpits, and rejed beca 
| whom we pleaſe, as far as my acquaintance 

extends; nor can I ſuppoſe that any princi- ſenti 
pal perſon in our Churches would force the 
_ Miniſter into the pulpit, contrary to the wil un 

of the Paſtor, But this is nt your liberty; Biſh 
you can invite no Chriſtian diſſenting brother, 
under penalty of impriſonment; nor the mol 
learned and pious of the foreign reformed Di- 
vines, without their previous appearance be- 
fore the Biſhop, and aſſenting to the thitij . le 
nine Articles. I wiſh to paſs by your follow: 


ing infinuations with filence—ſhall only fa” * 


1 have heard ſermors from ſome of your pul- leaſe 
: 10 . pity 


„ 
pits, the ſtrain of which has been ſo very differ- 
ent from the profeſſed ſentiments of the proper 
Miniſter of the Church, that I have thought 
to myſelf, as well as you, how came this Mi- 
niſter to preach in this place? Upon enqui- 
ry, I found, at one time, that the Gentleman 
was employed as a Curate by the Vicar; who, 
though eſteemed an eminent Goſpel preacher, 
liked to live in another part of the kingdom, 
and who hired the Curate, knowing his ſen- 
timents to be widely different from his ownl,' 
becauſe he would ſerve him cheaper than any 


other; and that his mode of preaching, and 
ſentiments, would be alſo more agreeable to 


the people than his own.—At another time 1 


found a Dignitary of the Church, and even a 
Biſhop, was aſked to preach, at the deſire of 


principal perſon in one of your Congrega-' 
ions, who it ſeems approved him, though I 
vas perſuaded the Paſtor did not. So eaſy 
nay your reaſoning and reflections as to us 


de returned back upon you. 

dir, it is a branch of my Chriſtian Haters. 
is well as yours, © that I can hear whom I; 
leaſe, and form what acquaintance I pleaſe, 

„ _ among 


„ Oo 
among the various denbminations 6f Chrit. 
tians, without being called to account for 
it *; and Ihope bath Epifcopalians and Dil. 
ſenters are advancing more into this liberty, 
You intimate, that you know ſome among 
our people who would willingly hear you 
occaſionally, were they not afraid of their 
Miniſters ;—what then is become of that 
dictatorial power which you juſt now ſaid 
was lodged in our people? — it is ſoon vaniſh- 
ed, if it had any real being. It now turns 
out, that ſome are truly afraid of their Mi- 
niſters, though poſſeſſing only the ſimple 
name and office of a Paſtor, and armed with 
no canons nor anathemas. However, it 
ſeems alſo, that you know ſome of our 
Miniſters who would be willing to hear you, 
but do not, becauſe they are afraid of tbeir 
people f.. This eharge I believe, Sir, can- 
not be applied to any of our learned, regular, 
and approved Miniſters z—T ſhould have been 
glad to have ſeen their names mentioned, that 

I might have pitied them, and cenſured their 
people. They muſt be ſome lay brethren, con- 
bs . 
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vert from another quarter, who are not yet 


properly fixed in good places, or look for- 
ward to epiſcopal ordination and a valuable 
reftory, to free them from this plebeian. 
rann yx. | 

Thus much Aid bs more might be ſaid) 
by way of comparing our advantages in point 
of liberty. I am well pleaſed with my lot; 
if you are equally pleaſed with yours I am 
glad of it, but wiſh you were more ſenfible 


of your eccleſiaſtical bondage. I write only 


on the defenſive, I do not expect to alter 
your views. Enjoy your boaſted liberty; 
only allow n een ene be 
thankful for mine. 

I have now examined your . principat 
reaſons. for not being a Diſſenter. The ff, 


you ſay, concerned your conſcience: **though = 


your regard to the authority of the great Lord 
and Lawgiver of the Church did not diractiy 
oblige you to.unite with. the eſtabliſhment,— 


it diſcouraged you, however, from uniting 


with any of the parties, who pretended an 
excluſive right from Chriſt to enforce their 
| | K + don 


8 
ovyn particular Church forms *: and, to 
put an end to all your difficulties, you united 
with the fronge/t and richęſt, and mighticf 
party, who pretended. to. no. ſuch excluſive 
right from Chriſt; and you was content with 
the aſſumed power of the King or Queen of 
the land for the time being, to enforce any 
particular forms and rites in the Church, 
with unſcriptural and temporal penalties. 
When conſcience did not interfere, your 
| ſecond reaſon was confeſſedly © rather of 2 
prudential kind, but of conſiderable weight.” 
You will pardon my ſmiling at your declara- 
tion, that © you loved liberty, and therefore 
gave a preference to the Church of England, 
| believing you might in that ſituation exer- 
_ riſe your Miniſtry with the mo/? freedom.” 
—You haye made the experiment, and I be- 
lieve you have no reaſon to 8 8925 of it on 
a ſecular account. 
- Theſe points being ap, my way is 
open to attend to another conſideration, 
which had a farther influence in determin- 
p. "oye" N 1288 oin 
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ing your mind. A third reaſon for your be- 
ing a Conformiſt, was, the probability 
greater uſefulneſs. —When all other reaſons 
fail, this is always ſure to be offered ; and 
he muſt or ſhould be a prophet that at- 
tempts to gainſay it; unleſs by ſaying, 
« do no evil that good may come.” —If 
a ſacred regard to the honour and authority 
of Chriſt, as ſole Head, and Lawgiver of 
his Church, forbad you, no probability of 
greater uſefulneſs ſhould ſway for an ex- 
change. Vou ſay , This probability, as 
s thoſe who can conform with a good con- 
re. ſcience, ſeemed to lie on the ſide of the 
d, Wl eſtabliſhment on ſeveral accounts. Great 
r/ WH multitudes in this Chriſtian nation are groſs- 

„y ignorant of the firſt principles of Re- 
ce WH igion, inattentive to the worth and wel- 
fare of their ſouls, and lamentably deſtitute 
of the proper means of inſtruction. This 

is W/aft paragraph rather conveys a ſtrong re- 
n,. WieRtion on the ſupreme Governor of your 
n-/ Church, for inattention to ſo important a 

1 {Wpoint ; or on your Biſhops, and ſuperior of- 


DG . p. 142. 


ficers 


. 138 J 


fcers under him; or on your brethren, who 
are ſo well paid for taking care to inſtruct 
and. promote the welfare of ſouls : and may 
J not add, doth it not militate againſt your 
former high encomiums on a national eſta- 
bliſhment, and your curious argument for 
the neceſſity of one ? doth it not alſo de- 
grade a little your Rubric and Liturgy ?—If 
the general ſtrain of it be fo © ſcriptural, 
_ evangelical, and experimental, and it re- 
cogniſes all the diſtinguiſhing doctrines of 
the Goſpel,” how comes it to paſs there 
are ſuch great multitudes, in this Chriſtian 
nation, fo groſsly ignorant? It proves, bro- 
ther, that the kingdom may be divided even 
into ſmall pariſhes, and the Chureh ſer- 
vice be performed on the Sabbath- day, and 
every feaſt-day, vigil, faſt, and ſolemn day 
135 (making up together #400 hundred and one days 
| out of the three hundred and ſixty-five) and 

ſtill the people be groſsly ignorant. How 


mamany even of your Clergy, after all their read- 


ing of your Creeds, and of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer, are ſaid not to know the Goſpel as 
they * to know ? You had certainly op- 


2 | 5 por tunities, 
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porruhities, 5 in the eſtabliſhment; of preach-. 
ing to many who could not hear the Diſs 
enters ; and, as faith more uſually comes by 
hearing, it may be God's condeſcenſion and 
goodneſs to permit his Miniſters to think 
differently on ſome external points, that they 
may with an upright heart ſerve him in the 
different departments of his vineyard. They 
who are Diffenters upon principle would. 
however act againſt their judgments and con- 
ſciences, were they to conform for the fake 
of uſefulneſs, of a name, of popularity, or of 
gain;—1 am well content to remain as I am. 
You next complain, „That the ſpirit of 
bigotry and prejudice is too. prevalent on all 
ſides u. But 1 know no Diſſenters, Sir, 
« who would think it ſinful to be ſeen with» 
in the walls of a Church ;** though I know 
ſome more ready to be ſeen there, and en- 
courage your brethren, ' than they are to 


fupport the Paſtors of their own choice: 


Boaſted inſpirations, wandering ftories, re- 
ligions wonders, fine ſinging, and a har». 
25 hh vehemence of tone and Selur, will 
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| have their votaries for a ſeaſon, but a day of b 
JO in religion will come at laſt. t 
Lou acknowledge there are other perſons, y 
who place a principal part of their religion in h 
an ignorant attachment to your forms, and p 
dould not eaſily be prevailed upon to enter ſe 
within the doors of a Meeting-houſe ; but t 


ttnsis prepoſſeſſion in favour of your Churches pl 


you eſteem a great felicity, for ** it gives ſl 
the Miniſter who can conſcientiouſly meet he 
them there a great advantage ad hominem, by 

confirming the truths of the Goſpel from Il ft 
the tenor of the Liturgy and Articles, to Ye 


which they profeſs ſome regard,” And Jet of 
notwithſtanding your fine national e/tabliſh- 
mem, and your © Goſpel Liturgy, you are mn 
forced to confeſs there are ſtill places ha 
where the Goſpel 1 18 conſidered as a no- of 
: velty „ fe; 
I hope God has been pleaſed i in many in- fr 
ſtances to honour your ſervice with his bleſ- fer 
ſing; and when the truth is made manifeſt thi 
to the hearts of enquirers, and they are 5 
turned from darkneſs to light, and from the 
£1 


p. 145 8. Ibid. 
bondage 
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bondage of ſin to ſerve the living God) 


their former prejudices will ſubſide ; and no 
wonder that many, who once deſpiſed and 
hated the Diſſenters, have been afterwards | 
perſuaded to join with them.“ It is rea- 


ſonable to ſuppoſe that the awakened Chrif- 


tian would chooſe that worſhip and diſci- 
pline which is moſt pure and ſcriptural : you 


ſhould not be angry with ſuch, or with us, 

however, for this deſirable converſion, 
Your next obſervation is net, and very 

ſtriking: While you are careful to deny that 


your brethren received ſo much as their views - 


of the Goſpel from us, you ſay, that the 


Diſſenting intereſt would probably have been 
much weaker than it is at preſent, if it 
had not been ſtrengthened by the acceſſion 
of many Church- members, and more than a 
few of your Teachers and Paſtors, who were 


hrſt awakened under ours *.“ How dif- 
ferently will men reaſon ! By this very 
thing, if juſt and true, the Diſſenting in- 
tereſt hath been generally ſuppoſed, by the 
judicious, to be exceedingly injured and wea- 
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al boaſt againſt us, that the my iir 


and ſpirituai of your people are progf againi} 
the infinuations which prevail on ſome to 


| forſake the Church of England, in hopes 


of obtaining 2 purer and more acceptable 
worſhip among the Diſſenters ; —ſo that, you 
being the judge, the acceſſion of many Church. 


members, and more than a few Teachers and 


Paſtors to us from your quarter, is made 
up only from the 1g injudiciuus, and the 


| deaſt ſpiritual, or almoſt carnal ones: and 


indeed, brother, they are a very different 
kind of Diſſenters, from the Puritans or their 
deſcendants. Some of our Miniſters have 


had much reaſon to complain of their acceſ- 


ſion, finding them light minded, giddy, 


Wavering, unſtable, vain alſo, cenſorious, 
oltentatious, and ſome of them ſtill placing 


a principal part of their religion in an ig- 


norant attachment to forms, To thele 


converts from you, may be chiefly aſcribed 
«the diviſions and ſubdiviſions which have 
crumble large ſocieties into ſeparate hand- 


fuls,” of which you ſpeak, They are buſy- 
bodies, reſtleſs, and will meddle with other 


22 


perſons 
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perſons religious concerns and conneRions 
unaſked, and negle& family religion, and other 
duties of godlineſs. Their favourite maxim 
is, Neither circumciſion is anything, nor un- 
eircumciſion — that is, neither the Church 


of England, nor any other eſtabliſhed Church, 


nor any of the Diſſenting Churches, is any 
thing, but a new creature—and, being born 
again, we will go to this, and that, and any 
place where the Goſpel is preached ; and no 
walls or rules, no diſcipline or Church or- 
der, or love of a regular Miniſter or Paſtor, 
ſhall keep us. If the Paſtor he grieved or 
offended, Jet him be ſo;—and if he be not 
quiet, we will out with him and 1 1 | 
enes too. 

As for the few be over to us, 
that were awakened by you or your Mi- 
niſters, I know not to whom you allude; 
this we know, that ſome would not have 
been with us, could they, like you, have ſailed 
into the Church of England with wind and 
tide in their favour ; and they were rather 
againſt us than for us, when preaching in 
Chapels, till a good door opened for them 

TE: | 3 


0 enter into the fruits of other men's labour: 
however, let us hope there are a ſele& 


few who will rather ſtrengthen than weaken 
our hands. The aim of my Miniſtry, I truſt, 
is not to promote the intereſts of a party, 
but to win ſouls for Chriſt. And we have 
the comfort to find, equally with yourſelf, 
that a number are not only called, but edi- 
fied and eſtabliſhed by the bleſſing of God 
on our preaching. The moſt judicious and 
ſpiritual of our people are proof alſo againſt 
the numberleſs inſinuations and - artifices 
which are practiſed, and which prevail on 
a few to neglect the order of our Churches, 
and run to and fro with a childiſh levity, as 
fancy or as humour leads, after every wan- 
dering ſtar, and after every new Goſpel- 
preacher that appears in your pulpits. As 
to thoſe. who do thus leave us, and walk diſ- 
orderly, if they are truly benefited, if they 
really grow in grace, and in the knowledge 
of our Lord, in humility, meekneſs, bene- 
-volence, and deadneſs to the world, more 
among you than amongſt us, I can ſincere- 


Gan | AS inſtead of being either di 
f pleaſed 


Ls ]; 
fleaſed or ſorry, for this cauſe I bow my 
knees "unto the F ather of our Lord Jeſus... 
Chriſt in praiſes, that. God has raiſed up 
Miniſters to preach to thouſands, to whom 
I and my brethren would never have had 
deceſs. | | | 

We now proceed to a tender point ; and | 
though you , wiſhed to touch upon it with 
great tenderneſs, you have handled us very 
roughly, if not in a very unchri/tian manner. 
We have none of us any thing to boaſt of, 
indeed: our warmeſt exertions in the ſer- 
rice of ſuch a maſter as Chriſt, are far too 
cold; and our greateſt ſucceſs falls very ſnort 
of what we ought to pray for. But though 
we preach no other Goſpel than you do, yet, 
it ſeems, we do not preach it with that anima- 
tion, or with the preſence and power of the ſpirit 
of the Lord, as do the Miniſters in the Church 
of England. Hence you conclude *, “ that 
the general ſtate of our Churches, at preſent, 
is not ſo lively and flouriſhing as it was in the 
days of the old Non-conformitſts,” Doubt- 

| ® p. 149. 
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leſs, our people were long ago ſenſible 
of a decline in ſome places; they ſincere- 
ly lamented it, and earneſtly prayed for a 
revival. Fheir prayers have been in ſome 
meaſure anſwered, but not altogether in 
the way you preſume. Your charity will 
not allow ſo much as one Diſſenter to be an 
inſtrument in ſpreading the revival of re- 
ligion: “ the inſtruments were not Diſſen- 
ters *. Who were they then? „ Regular 
parochial Miniſters, that preached the doc- 
trines of the reformation.— And you tell us, 
„the number is ſtill increaſing ;*—ſo that 
our people need not in the leaſt be troubled 
about a ſucceſſion of Goſpel Minifters for them- 
ſelves ; they may hear the proper doctrines 
in the parochial Churches, and withal to 
much greater adyantage,—For you judge, 
A that the Lord's preſence with his word, in 
awakening ſinners, and in applying it with 
power to the heart, was more evident and 
ſtriking on your ſide than on ours,” It cer- 
tainly muſt be more ſtriking ; becauſe, ac- 
*p. 150. 
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evrding to your own confeffion, the work with 
you is rather neto; whereas amongſt us it is of 
an older date. However, Sir, permit me to ſay, 
more than the name, firſt impoſed as a ſtigma 
on Diſſenters from the eſtabliſhment, by the 
world, —and more than a form, which owed 
its value to the Spirit that enlivened it, and 
to its agreement with, and being founded 
on, the word of God, ill remains with us; 
and many of the inſtruments of the revival 
of pure religion in the heart, and in the na- 
tion, were and are bond fide Diſſenters. 

What name will you give to your next in- 
ſinuation, and even open charge, — That ſome 
among us, who were competent judges of a 
revival, have been prevented by their pre- 
poſſeſſions from rejoicing in what God has 
wrought amongſt you ?—and add * I fear 
that a ſpirit of prejudice and party diſcover- 
ed itſelf upon the occaſion, which proved 
hurtful to ſome good men. When I think. 
of the abilities and characters of ſome Diſ- 
ſenting Miniſters, I cannot but aſcribe the 
little viſible ſucceſi they meet with, in ſome 
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meaſure, to their anwilli ngneſs to acknowledge 
9 work of Cod in which they themſelves were 


not employed. ”” Surely our Miniſters cannot 
| but cordially thank you for this high exprel- | 
ſion of brotherly love. We, to be ſure, are in- { 
fenced by a ſpirit of prejudice, party, and . 
envy : yea, we are worſe than the reprobate ! 


in the days of the Pſalmiſt. Pf, cxxvi. 2. Ml ; 
The heathens, who had been ufed to haraſs b 

and inſult the Jews, and ſcoff at their reli- : 
gion and their God, w:/l:ngly acknowledged o 
« the Lord hath done great things for Ml 4 

them: but we, it ſhould ſeem, were utterly of 
_ unwilling to acknowledge a work of God, WM gi 
in which we ourſelves were not employed; e\ 

and ſo have been righteouſly puniſhed by ar 
the Almighty, in the little viſible ſucceſs pr 
we meet with. If this be true, here is a Ml be 
loud call to our people to break up their Il a1 
ſolemn aſſemblies, —forſake their envious and z, 
| heatheniſh Miniſters, who are themſelves WM G 
forſaken of God,—and, as one man, unite W ju 
themſelves with you. VVV vat 
I would turn my eyes from this para- fro 


graph written, like all the others, you (ay, 
"= 
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jn a moderate and friendly ſpirit , to 
another more juſt and pleaſing. —You' are 
forced ' to acknowledge that “ our excep- 
trons againſt the methods and ways pur- 
ſued by the inſtruments of the work of God 
among you, were not wholly 'groundleſs +. 
The whole world witneſſeth, there was great 
reaſon to ſuſpect the truth of many of their 
boaſted converſions. They were too haſty - 
and poſitive in deciding on the ſpiritual ſtate 
of their votaries, did not duly conſider that 
the bulk of them were ignorant what a work 
of God is, —nor did they themſelves properly 
diſtinguiſh between thoſe things which are 
evidences of ſuch a work, and thoſe which 
are not ;—and ſeemed to be ignorant how 
precarious that religion and profeſſion muſt 
be, which hath its riſe in the paſſions. —But 
a very decent apology can ſtill be made for 


them by you: A lively zeal for the glory of 


God and the good of fouls, in perfons whoſe _ 
judgments were not fully ripened by obſer- 

vation and experience, did not ſecure them 

from incidental miflakes and blemiſhes. t” 

p. 160. Ie 183. . 
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And theſe, it ſeems, „were eafily ſeen, and 
eagerly noticed by our prejudiced and en- 
vious Miniſters ; and ia deſire of being free 
from the leaſt ſuſpicion of giving coun- 
tenance to the unguarded, though well-meant 
ſallies of active ſpirits,” you ſuppoſe to have 
led them into a contrary extreme: and thus 
their public diſcourſes, though ſolid and ju- 
dicious compoſitions, loſt animation in deli- 
very ; and the number of the hearers has been 
much ſmaller than the number of pews in the 
place.'?— Something, Sir, beſide animation in 
delivery, is neceſſary to keep up an auditory ; 
much more to conyert the ſoul, and effect 
the revival of religion. My brethren can- 
not uſe any undue means for promoting even 
the cauſe of God; much leſs have recourſe 
to the low means to obtain crowded pews and 
aſſemblies, which many do: nor can they 
facrifice their under/ianding and integrity for 
popularity. If they ſaw the miſtakes and ble- 
miſhes, and unguarded ſallies of your clerical 
' brethren and friends, they noticed them with 
concern of mind, and were ſorry for the 
occaſion. — * — ſome of their 
ſallies, 


tang 
ſallies, though well meant, were giying the 
enemy of pure religion an advantage, and 
muſt prove pernicious to the intereſt of 


the Redeemer s kingdom. The beſt end 


is vitiated, when purſued by zurong, not to 
ſay unlatful, means. — We thought there 
ſhould have been more regard paid to the na- 
ture and ends of the canonical ſubſcription, 
and the ſacred promiſes at ordination ; that 


there ſhould have been more reſpect paid to 


the regular parochial Clergy, and fewer hard 
names beſtowed upon them; — that there 
ſhould have been leſs boaſting of extraor- 
dinary meaſures of light, inſpiration, and aſ- 


ſiſtance from the ſpirit of God ;—and more 


eare taken to guard what they delivered to 
the people in the name of the Lord, and for 


his truths, —and alſo again}? diſorders in prac- 


tice, as well as errors in doctrine. — We 


knew it to be much eaſter to make Me- 


thodiſts than real Chriſtians; and far eaſier 


to. perſuade perſons to truſt in the merits of 


Chriſt, than.to copy his example, and obſerve 


his commandments. We withed your bre- 
thren, while they preached the doctrines of 
L 4 _ prace 
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grace and a precious Chriſt, to inſiruct their 
'Hearers in the whole compaſs of their duty, 
as believers in him, — and have grounded and 
confirmed them in every Chriſtian grace 
and virtue: though this indeed was not the 
way to be popular, and followed from pulpit 
to pulpit, and from one end of the city to 
another, — nor to have ſeparate chapels built 
for them. We lamented over the incon- 
ſiſtencies and unguarded expreſſions which 
often dropped from their lips in preaching; 
and wiſhed they had been more careful in 
aſcertaining the. work of God in the ſoul, 
and diſtinguiſhing its marks and effects to 
their numerous hearers; and that they had 
been more ſuſpicious as to the truth of many 
converſions among you, which they till cry 
up to be thouſands and tens of thouſands. 
How many have manifeſted, by their after 


lives, that their religion and joy was only 


a ſudden flaſh, — a ſpark of their own kind- 
ling z— rather a eommotion of the paſſions, 
than a change of the will, or of the temper 
and the mind. And, Sir, though it be now 


faſhionable and — for ſome © active ſpi- 
5 ries" 
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tions of his hearers, than to exhibit the: truths 
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rits” to cry down doctrinal knowledge, and 
depreciate that religion which hath any con- 
nection with the underſtanding, —your con- 
verts will ever be unftahle in their principles, 
and moveable in their affections and conduct, 
unleſs firſt ſteadfaſt in their judgment. 

An adtive ſpirit may think it better to 
alarm the paſſions, and frighten the imagina- 


of God to enlighten the underſtanding, and 
inform their judgments. But hence it is, 
that many boaſt of Chriſt in their heart, with- 
out the leaſt knowledge in the head; others 
begin in the ſpirit, and end in the fleſh, and 
become ſpots in your feaſts of charity or 
love, feeding without fear; —and ſoon prove 
clouds without water, carried about of 


winds. 


You are pleaſed to ſay *, One conſidera- 
tion which deterred me from joining the 


Diſſenters was, a fear leſt the love of peace, 
and a temper. rather compliant, might inſen- 


ſibly betray me into an over-cautious ſpirit, 
- +400 gl 
damp 
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damp my xeal, or divert it into a wrong 
channel, and thereby prevent the ſucceſs at 
which I aimed. I rather choſe to unite 
with thofe people, whom I thought the 0. 
litely to maintain and encourage what little 
fervour I poſſefled ; and where I ſaw the 
_ noft evident tokens of a power from on high 

accompanying the public miniftrations,” — 
Really, brother, had you continued with us, 
you might have enjoyed as much peace, and 
manifeſted as ardent a zeal, as you do now, 
and poſſeſſed as much fervour to the full]; and 
I believe, have enjoyed an equal proportion 
of ſucceſs, and ſeen as evident tokens of a 
power from on high accompanying the pub- 
lic miniſtrations. I think your ae for con- 
formity hath diverted theſe pointed reflic- 
tions into a very wrong channel. - Are we 
to conſider this curious paragraph as di- 
refed againſt our Miniſters, or as furniſh- 
ing excellent baits to draw away our people 
from attending Miniſters who have ſo few 
tokens of God's preſence with them? and 
thus they will become as lively and fer- 
vent 


Lis 4 
ne vent Chriſtians as yourſelf. The reaſon of 
at Ml jour choice for uniting with the eſtabliſhed 
ite Church, here given, is alſo ſingular. For, 
0/1 after you got epiſcopal ordination, as you 
tle Bi did not like to be an itinerant, but to have a 
the regular ſtated charge in the Church,“ it muſt 
ich de exceed ingly ancertain whether you could 
'— et ſuch a pariſh by the gift of a patron, or 
us, Wl be ſettled and united with a people who would 
and ke your zeal, and encourage the little fervaur 
Ow, you poſſeſſed. I heartily wiſh, however, you 
and may now, and always, be united with thoſe 
tion who love the Goſpel, and approve the a | 
achat are moſt excellent. 
ub But, Sir, if the people were to PAS their 
on- Nopinion, where we are to ſee and enjoy the 
flee not evident tokens of power from on high ac- 
companying public miniſtrations, by what an- 

di- N HF your awakened brethren hath printed, every 
Methodiſt chapel and tabernacle, and ſome 
times your own Churches, where the moſt 
lively zeal abounds, muſt be deſerted as agſtitute 
of them. Hear him, << Where is the preſence 
of God moſt to be found ? Among the fingers 
of poems n. or the ſingers of pſalms? 

What 


point, and determines in favour of God's 
word, The Holy Spirit does not put honour 
upon men's poems, when ſet up in the Church 
In oppoſition to his divine hymns. Yea, 
he diſgraces them, — he leaves the fingers 
to themſelves, — and then their performance 


no communion with God. It is not the 
means of grace, but degenerates into a mer! 


but profited you could not. The profit 1s 
God's bleſſing upon the uſe of his own il * 


ſelf-love.—You may bring your poems into 


OY. i 
What ſays matter of fact? It ſpeaks to the 


is without life and power. It keeps up 


entertainment; and is the ſame thing in the Wil 
Church, that muſic is in the play-houſe.— MI 
But fays one — I am a witneſs to the 


contrary ; I have found profit by ſinging ple 

hymns, and I am ſure J have received plea- 25 
ſure. Vou may fancy ſo, but perhaps it de: 
1s only fancy. You cannot have the end her 
without the means. You might be pleaſes, | 

anc 


means, but you did not uſe the means; nay, Pre 
you deſpiſed his, and followed your on“ 


the Church, and may be vaſtly delighted bin 


err * them ;—lſo is the vaineſt 5 


| _ Creature 


„ 
creature Jive at the opera. The pleaſure, i in 
both caſes, ariſes from the ſame cauſe; —ſome 
animal joy isexcited, —a fine tune well played, 
well ſung,—a very agreeable entertainment; 
—but there could be no more ſpiritual edifica- 
tion in one than in the other, becauſe neither of 
them was the ordinance of God. The pri- 
mitive Church had great ſimplicity in their 
plalm-ſinging, which we are told was cor- 
rupted by the heretics. Complaint is made par- 
ticularly of Arius, that he perverted ſinging 
into an entertainment: he compoſed ſeve- 


| ral light, frothy tunes, by which he ſought to 


pleaſe trifling people. Herein he ſucceeded; 
—his muſic was admired, and did a great 
deal of hurt,—Let us take warning from 
hence®,”? . 

I come now to your fourth and laſt reaſon, 
and which muſt depend chiefly upon your 
own teſtimony and apprehenſions ——. The. 
proofs I had, that the Lord, by the openings 
and leadings of his providence, pointed out to 
me the ſituation in which I was to ſerve. 
him. Great obſcurity covers all you have 


0 Romaine" $ Preface to a Collection of Pſalms, 
been 


tg 1 
| been pleaſed to advance on this head. The 
— firſt explicit notice you gave of your defire 
to enter the Miniſtry, was to an intimate 
friend in our denomination, nearly fix year 
before you was ordained, In the courſe of 
this interval, you fay, * you made andreceived 
a variety of applications and propoſals, but 
every thing failed; and every door by which you 
ſought admiſſion remained ſhut againſt you.“ 
And yet you were admitted to preach among 
us; and many doors of our places of wor- 
' ſhip were open to you.—What can be your 
meaning ?— You had thus, it appears, leiſure 
to examine the ſubje of Church govern- 
ment more cloſely ; and the reſult of your 
_ diſquiſitions was at length the complete re- 
moval of the difficulties and exceptions you 
had at firſt haſtily imbibed againſt the eſtab- 
liſhment *. If there really were no othet 
motives to, and reaſons for, your conformity, 
than what your preſent correſpondence ad- 
duces, your moſt prejudiced friends muſt 
fay, that you ſeem to have examined the 
_— of Church nene wy N 
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tzally, — your difficulties were verypeafly. rea 
moved,—or your temper was. exceedingly 
compliant indeed. You add“ At length 
the Lord's time came; then obſtacles appa- 
rently inſurmountable ſuddenly and unex- 
pectedly difappeared. Then I learnt the 
zut reaſon of former diſappointments. My way 
ou had been mercifully hedged up. with thorns, 
. co prevent me from taking a wrong courſe, 
ng and to keep me waiting until the place and 
r- WH fervice of his own appointment were pre- 
pur pared and ready for me .“ — Still we are: 
ire left to conjecture about your mſarmountable- 
n- Wl Hacles, and former diſappointments, — and 
ur what this merciful hedge of thorns. was, that 
c- Wh prevented you from taking a wrong courſe, 
ou WM have always underſtood that your public 
b. Ml fervices were not popular, nor very accepta- 
et ble to the Diſſenters. You did not make any 
9, WM Pretenfions to extraordinary gifts, like ſome 
d- Hof your brethren, and others were prefer- 
it red before you. — But why ſhould theſe. 
he common difficulties to a young Miniſter, 
„hy ſhould ſuch obſtacles in entering 

among us, which all more or leſs experi- 
ly, 5 - 5. "Tp, 256. 


ence, 
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ence, be conſidered as a merciful hedge of 


thorns, any more than the late Archbiſhop 


of York's refuſing you ordination, at your 
earneſt ſolicitation, when you fir/t efſayed to 
enter into the eſtabliſhed Church? And many 
were the ſteps you took to ſucceed elle. 
where; which things are here all ſuppreſſed, 
and carefully kept out of our view. — Might 
not theſe repulſes be juſtly conſidered as 
e the openings and leadings of God's pro- 
vidence, pointing out to you the ſituation in 
which you was not to ſerve him?” Many 
_ perſons would have thought the Archbiſhop's 
refuſal to ordain you, was of the Lord,—to 
prevent your taking a wrong courſe, and to 
keep you in the place of his own appoint- 
ment; though it were not ſo honourable in 
the eyes of the world, nor the duty ſo eaſy, 
or ſo profitable as to temporals. 


This is all you have to offer on your 4% 


reaſon for preferring the Church of England 
to any other, except the mo/? aſſured per- 
ſuaſion in my own mind, that I was follow- 
ing the call, and doing the will of God; of 
which J had at that time little more doubt 

5 1 
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than if an angel had been ſent from Heaven 
to tell me ſo#®.,” Many eminent perſons 


terwards found themſelves awfully miſtaken. 
You remember the teſtimony and experience 
of the great Apoſtle Paul: —“ I verily 
l, thought with myſelf, that I ought to do 
* many things contrary to the name of Jeſus 
of Nazareth, even to the breathing out 
threatenings and ſlaughter againſt his ſaints. 


in 270 I am ſincerely 


Yours, &c. | 


0 . p. 159. 


; F 


have had the ſame aſſured perſuaſion, but af- 


; 
| 
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LETTER iv. 


MIy dear friend and brother, 


E contents of your four letters have 
been minutely conſidered “ the ideal 
correſpondence which you began about ſe- 
ven years ago, and wrote more than one half 

bolt it in a few weeks *. My correſpondence 
is real, not ideal; and I began it on Monday, 
May the 24th, not having read your epiſtles 
until the 20th of that month. More than two 
letters were written in one week; which be⸗ 
ſpeaks ſome candour in your peruſing the an- 
ſwer. I felt a great reluctance to proceed; 

| but obſerving the evil tendency and operation 
of your Apalogia, I thought it my duty to 
complete my defign;—and happy ſhall I be, 
if the event proves that I have been led to 
p. 159. i 

1 f chooſe 
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chooſe the fitteſt time, and to offer a word ij ia 
ſeaſon, —leaving a more critical examination 
of your work to an abler pen, 

It is but little, and ſeldom, that Proteſtant 
Diſſenters ſpeak in their own cauſe, though 
often urged thereto ;—but whether we ſpeak 
or keep ſilence, contrary to our wiſh, we 
have opponents delighting 'in controverſy ; 
and we are ſure, from year to year, to be cen- 
ſured, and even traduced. By a ſilence after 
your recent aſſault upon us, the conſiderate 
part of mankind might think our cauſe not 
ſo good as it really is, or its friends unable 
to vindicate it, or our Miniſters to be dumb 
dogs indeed; eſpecially, as to ſome of them 
you publicly made preſents of your letters 
againſt them; and as in the reaſons aſſigned 
for your conformity to the eſtabliſhment, you 
have aſſumed the very ground on which a 
diſſent from all eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments 
chiefly and ultimately muſt reſt. 

Permit me to ſay, I have a deep ſenſe © on 
my mind of the ineſtimable worth of the Diſ- 
ſenting intereſt, and of the importance of 
maintaining it; and to ſerve it, would give me 


the — pleaſure. Among the Diſſenters, 


2 2 the 


—— 
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— 
the RIH s of private judgment, and of con- 
ſcience, have their palladium. Our diſſent 
is a public and ſolemn proteſt againſt all hu- 
man power and authority in the concerns of 
religion and the ſoul. The very origin of 
national Church eſtabliſhments confeſſedly 
lies in power and numbers, not in truth and 
the Sacred Oracles. Their terms of com- 
munion muſt be pronounced to be purely po- 
litical: and the multitude will always ſubmit 
their underſtandings and conſcience to what 
s called the public wiſdom and conſcience, and 
be of that faith and worſhip which the great 
and mighty patronize. As ſoon as Chrif- 
tianity was interwoven into the civil conſti- 
tution, the number of its profeſſors increaſed 
apace, and the whole Roman empire became 


Chriſtian ſuddenly ; — the emperor's faith 
was the faith of his ſubjects in general, and. 


of the clergy;—and ſoon the civil power, by 
Its eſtabliſhments of religion, and peculiar 
2 favours to the Miniſters thereof that were 
| the moſt obſequious and ſervile, raiſed an 
; eccleſiaſtical authority both formidable and 
2 daring, and which continues more or Fs to 


E the preſent time. 
; | 2 D 
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. Though you bleſs God for the religious 
eſtabliſhment. in this ſtate, and dread the 
conſequences of its proviſions being removed. 
and! annihilated, —yet,, Sir, inſtead. of nine 
tenths, of the kingdom being deprived, at a 
ſtroke, of the very form of public religion, 
and reduced in a ſhort time to a ſtate little 
better than heatheniſm *, — if the kingdom 
were delivered from paying the preſent large 


al ſtipends, and exorbitant tithes, to ſupport 
"I men in dignity. and luxury, who hire curates, 
5 and keep them poor, to diſcharge the duty, if 
+ boſiible, for them, —more than nine-tenths 
10 would be able to chooſe and properly ſupport 
1 ſeriptural paſtors, faithfully to watch over 
4 and feed their ſouls. According to the pri- 
* mitive mode of particular or congregational 
0 Churches, there would be nothing to feed 
1d ambition, nor any method of promoting 


„ worldly power and grandeur under the name 
Jos Church and religion: and if magiſtrates 
would diſtribute their bounties, not to ſay the 


2 immenſe revenues, now enjoyed by the dig- 
1 nified clergy of the eſtabliſhment, with their 
* us ; 

M 3 numerous 
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numerous retinue and attendants, according 
to the real merit and uſefulnefs of the Miniſ- 


ters of religion, of whatever denomination,— 
ſcarcely one pariſh or place in the kingdom 
would be long without the knowledge and 


influence of the ever blefſed Gofpel ; and the 
Church of Chriſt would appear with a more 


pleaſing face, and pure religion diſplay a 


brighter luſtre, than it hath e ever yet done 1 in 


this iſtand *. 

All great errors and evils in the Chriſtian 
Church had ſmall beginnings : we are there- 
fore not to make light of thoſe things in re- 
Fgion, which yet may not be of the eſſence 
thereof; how much leſs when they affect 


the very conſtitution of the Church of Chriſt, 
in its faith, diſcipline, officers, and worſhip. 


Vou may call the forms and rites' of the 


Church of England very harmleſs and indif- 


ferent ; but for any men to deviſe and im- 
poſe them on others, is to invade the peculiar 


right of the Lord Jeſus, who is head over all 


things to his own Church. If they be in- 


different, and our Lord hath left them ſo, 


dee more on this point before, p. 20. | 


Cm 1 - 
why ſhould not the rulers of the earth, and 


eſpecially his own ambaſſadors and ſervants, 


leave them ſo likewiſe, and not hind them as 
terms: neceſlary to Chriſtian communion, to 
be enforced with excommunications and the 
power of the ſecular arm? 


As followers -of the Son of God, and re- 


verencing his authority, our forefathers, to 
avoid ſin in ſubmitting to modes of worſhip 
for which there was no warrant in Scripture, 
ſhunned the communion. of your Church, 
and became Diſſenters; thouſands of them to 
the loſs of all things, even of liberty, and life 


itſelf ! They were convinced that, in this 
. caſe, no reſpect was to be paid to names or 


authorities, though the greateſt upon earth. 


No one is to diſpenſe with the commands of | 


God ; and no one, by his wiſdom, can 


compoſe canons to be compared with the 


rules of the great Author agdfniſher of our 


faith. His collection they eſteemed to be 


large enough; it wanted no addition, and 
is not capable of improvement by weak and 


fallible men. They well knew alſo, that the 
conſcience, by being inured to bow down, 


would ſoon wax ſlaviſh and ſtupid; and every 


I forry 


2 DS 
S — 


ff 168 Þ 
ferry reaſon would content it, for pleaſing 
men, and courting eaſe and ſafety, not to ſay 
temporal emoluments: ſo that, like the 
great Apoſtle Paul, even in things lawful, 
they would not be brought under the power 
of any man, They thought it their duty to 
adhere to Chriſt, and his perfect rule of faith 
and practice, though the multitude preferred 
the broad way of an implicit faith in their 
rulers, and would worſhip as the King and 
Parliament pleaſed and required they ſhould: 
and hence they were vilified,—ſqueezed both 
in ſpiritual and civil courts, —haled before 
mercileſs rulers, —languiſhed and died in 
priſons, praying for their perſecutors, and 
committing their ſtripped, perſecuted fami- 
lies to the Father of the fatherleſs, and the 
widow's Judge. 
© This miſchief of national religious eſtab- 
liſhments is obvious to the meaneſt capacity. 
For if their authors have a right to fix them, 
and to jud ge and puniſh thoſe who diſſent 
from them, in one country, equally ſo in ano- 


3 ther : and thus the blood of the Proteſtants 


in Popiſh countries, —the blood of all the 
martyrs 


— — n „„ — . EG — * „ — nk. 
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martyrs in the primitive ages, under the 
heathen rulers, —and- the blood of Chriſt 
himſelf, by the Jewiſh high-prieſt and 
rulers, was innocently ſpilt. The miſchief 
of impoſitions, and of mingling human in- 
ventions in religion, is alſo obvious. An ex- 
cellent writer long ago obſerved, * They 
eat as a canker, breed formality and diftrac- 
tions, pervert men's zeal; give way to anti- 


chriſtian ſpirits and' deſigns, and commonly 


have been the occaſions of deadly perſecu- 
tions, from the hn of: the Phariſees even 
WERNER. += 4 

You are partly ſenſible of this, Sir, and. of 
the irregularities and diſorders which the 
perverted zeal of -high-churchmen, in former 


days, and of ſome awakened brethren?” 


hath occaſioned i in modern times. To their 
ſtanding up for the eſtabliſhed articles and 
modes of worſhip, they. added contumely 


and penalties ; and evil entreated thoſe who 
diſſented from them. Our Miniſters have 
been branded, from age to age, with almoſt 


ns Familiar Enquiry concerning the fixed Rule of 
God's Worſhi 5. | | 


every 
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every injurious epithet; and in, late years 
their people have been exhorted to for- 
| fake them, under the notion of their being 
mere legal preachers, unconverted perſons, 
and utterly unfit for, Goſpel. Churches, — as 
having a ſpirit luſting to envy and. party, and 
oppoſers of the work of God carrying on 
in the Church of England. I will grant 
alſo, that moſt of the clergy of your own de- 
nomination. have come in for their ſhare. of WM 01 
| abuſe alſo: for there have been men among in 
you, who, looking upon themſelves as the Wl 
only friends and favourites of the Lord Jeſus BY pe 
in the land, turned themſelves againſt their WW 

own brethren of the eſtabliſhment, and ſtuck th 

not to repreſent. them as heathen moraliſts, fir 
Baal's prieſts, and perjured perſons, preach- WM gl 
ing contrary to their ſolemn ſubſcriptions 

at ordination. By a humble carriage at BY re. 

-Arſt, and talking as if they were full o WW ., 
_. Chriſt and his ſpirit, they, inſinuated them - W 
ſelves into the affections of numbers, and in 

crept into their boſoms before they were ſuc 
aware. Hence the bounds of your parochid WM ini 
communion were laid wafte in many places f ha 

| an 
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and hence ſeparations from ſeveral diſſenting 
congregations z and hence is evil words 
and works. | 

You are fully convinced that, beſides theſe 
gentlemen's © incidental miſtakes and ble- 
miſhes, their manner of preaching cannot 
be proved ta have a greater influence on the 
hearts and lives of profeſſors, than the la- 
bours of others, to make them wiſer perſons 
or better Chriſtians. Rather, out of a ſeem- 
ing great veneration for the name and perſon 
of Chriſt, ſome have almoſt expoſed his Goſ- 
pel to contempt, — poiſoned the minds of 
their followers, and made too many of 
them inattentive to. purity of heart and ho- 
lineſs of life; and yet they are confident af 
al vation. 

And ſhall a brother, amidſt the 
reproaches caſt on ourſelves, and the evils 


we ſee taking place in the religious world? 


What hath been gained by ſilence, and wink- 
ing at the blemiſhes of ſuch preachers and 


ſuch profeſſors? Diſorders have increaſed 


inſtead of abated. —The Apoſtle Paul did 
not Rand ** filent ſpectator of the envying, 
ſtriſe, 


61 

ſttrife, and diviſions that were among the 
Chriſtians at Corinth, nor of the trimming 
behaviour of his brother Peter at Antioch, 
You may indeed think that religion wil 
_ ſuffer by our withſtanding, and bringing 
them forth to public view: but ſurely the 
religion of Jeſus cannot ſuffer, by our point- 
ing out the things which are really evil, 


though among perſons whom. wee eſteem ; 


and endeavouring, in reaſonable ways, to 
check and ſuppreſs them. Vou have ac- 
_ cordingly entered the liſts, and ſet the noble 
example. to me and my brethren; and have 
endeavoured to animate us, by expoſing to 
public vie our- ſuppeſettad'y r ſpi- 
rit, and uſages. | 
It is now high time for us to join in 
guarding our people againſt errors in doc- 
trine, and diſarders in practice. If any are 
induſtrious in ſcattering the poi ſon, as faith- 
ful. Paſtort, we will be equally induſtrious in 
ſpreading the antidote, to prevent the pro- 
greſs of the contagion, to cure the infected, 
to prevent the ignorant and unwary from 


deduction, to ſettle to- wavering and un- 
| | Rable, 
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ſtable, and to eſtabliſh the Chriſtian in che 
way of truth, holineſs, and eternal liſe: yea, 
to recover thoſe that are loſt, ſhould be At- 
tempted by every Paſtor who would be able 
to ſay with the Apoſtle, I am pure from 
the blood of all men.” As your letters were 
deſigned to prevent any individual from for- 
ſaking the Church of England, through the 
hope of enjoying a purer worſhip among the 
Diſſenters. Permit me, therefore, in my 
turn, to exhort the judicious and ſpiritual, of 
every denomination, to ſearch the Scriptures 
for themſelves, and to honour the Lord Chrift | 
in all things; to join themſelves to no 
Churches but ſuch as are formed by the rule 
of his word, by canons which the Holy Ghoſt 
hath delivered, and not by the canons of men; 
and to own no other »fficers in and over his 
houſe, but ſuch as are of his own appoint- 
ment, and whoſe rule is only ſpiritual, ap- 
plying the Goſpel to the conſciences of men. 
This coutſe the Apoſtles, and primitive Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, took to plant Chriſtia- 
nity in the different nations; and they ſuc- 
ceeded, though oppoſed, inſtead of favoured, 


5 
| 
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vail more than ever, through this kingdom, 
and make its way rapidly through all the 
earth again. 


think you will not be ſorry for it. I ſhould 
be aſhamed to have written fo much on my 
own account; but, ſince the appearance of 
your Apologia, ſo inimical to the Diſſenters, 
and peculiarly injurious to their cauſe, which 


and to their Miniſters, who whatever elle 
they differ in from you, have one Lord, 
dne faith, and one hope, -I thought ſome- 
ching on the ſubje& was neceſſary ; if it were 
only to preſerve. the litile candaur and for- 
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dy all che religious and civil eſtabliſhment 


in the world, And if the different religious 
eſtabliſhments through the univerſe were 


aboliſhed, and the many millions appropriated 
to their ſupport turned into another chan. 


nel, and a full toleration given, to preach 


the religion of Jeſus in all places,—there is 


abundant reaſon, as before hinted, to con- 


clude and hope, our pure and undefiled re. 


ligion would not only ftill ſubſiſt, but pre- 


I am now drawing dennen the cloſe, and 


is the cauſe of liberty civil and eccleſiaſtical; 


2, | ; bearance 


1 


bearance which ſome of your brethren exer- 


ciſe towards us. Many perſons have won; 


dered how you could repreſent your letters 


as written in a moderate and friendly. ſpirit, 


and yourſelf as praying and endeavouring to 
preſerve it; and how you could poſſibly 
think that your publication might be * a 


mean, accompanied by the Lord's bleſſing, 


of promoting candour and benevolence” among 
the ſerious and evangelical of all denomina- 
tions. What muſt you think, and what 


the humble Chriſtian, full of that brotherly 


kindneſs and gentleneſs and meekneſs which 
the Goſpel enjoins, and which are among the 
chief of the fruits of the ſpirit— what muſt 
ſuch think, when they compare and read 


the few followin g extracts from your Apo- 


logia, ſelected out of many? 
Firſt, as to Proteſtant Diſſenters in ge- 


ſenſe to put on the term, or what to think 
of that, which is ſtyled the Diſſenting Inter- 
eft ;—'tis at leaſt a heterogeneous body: and 


then bring forward, as for public reproach, 
that 


neral.— In page 11, you are at a loſs what 
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and deny the agency and influence of the 


0 
_ that there are many among us who depre- 
ciate the perſon and blood of the Saviour, 


Holy Spirit, and the total depravity of fallen 
man: and therefore you cannot, in a re- 
ligious view, be a friend to the Diſſenting 
Intereſt. -A ſuitable anſwer hath been al- 
ready returned to this *; but permit me to 
add, theſe reflectians come with a very bad 
grace from one, who knows that his own 
Church is a far more heterogeneous body 
| than that which he reflects on. Why up- 
| braid us with little diverſities, when you diſ- 
agree in greater matters ? You know that 
the Conformiſts are not of one mind, even 
in the very matter of conformity and impoſi- 
tion. You differ from one another in ſeveral 
acts and modes of public worſhip: and an im- 
partial ſtranger muſt pronounce your cathedra 
and pærochial to be different ways of worſhip. 
And why repreſent ſome of our number as 
the worſt of heretics, and as blaſphemers 


gover. 
one th 
anothe 
cludin 
the pre 
places 
preciat 


| * the Saviour and the Holy — when above 


8c p. 12. | | beg | 
: | you favouri 
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you are fully ſenſible how many there are 
in your own community, Miniſters as well 
as the Laity, who belong to the ſame claſs, 
and openly publiſh and glory in their faith. 
Beſides, Sir, can you mention any thing 
among the Diſſenters like what is con- 
tinually practiſed with you, the profanation | 
of the Lord's Supper? You muſt join me, | 
in ſaying, that the making any religious 1 
action a qualification for worldly advan- | 
tages, is to abuie and profane what is in its | 
own nature ſacred. —W hat an indignity al- | 

/ 


ſo to the head of the Church, to apply one of 

his own inftitutions, for commemorating his 

dying love to ſinners, to the purpoſes of civil 

government, and make it a qualification for 

one thing, which was deſigned altogether for 

another, widely different !—moreover, ex- 

cluding the conſcientious from it, and forcing - 

the profiigate to come, that they might have 

places of riches and honour. Is not this de- 

preciating the perſon and blood of the Saviour, 

above any other thing that can be named? 

| beg leave to put you in mind of what our | 

favourite author, Mr. Howe, ſaid of it,—** Ve 
"0 - ..- - <a 


thought of going over to the Diſſenters, for 
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| 5 to think of the excluſive ſacrament! 
teſt! Are all fit to approach the ſacred 
table, whom the fear of ruin or the hope of 
gain may bring thither ? Tis amazing, that 
among Chriſtians, ſo venerable an inſti- 
| tution ſhould be proſtituted to the ſerv- 
ing of ſo mean purpoſes, and ſo foreign 
to its true end; and that doing it af- 
ter the manner of the Church of England, 
muſt be the qualification, —as if England 


were another Chriſtendom, or it were 2 


greater thing to conform in every punctilio 
to the rules of the Church, than of Chrif 
himſelf *.“ 

To prevent any of your 8 from the 


the ſake of a more evangelical and accept- 
able mode of worſhip, in p. 103, you tel 
them, that the Diſſenters, who fo loudly inf 
on the evil of ſuperadding any regulations 
to thoſe already provided by our Lord and 
his Apoſtles, are guilty of preſcribing and 
ſuperadding many particulars themſelves, 
In p. 1 14,—that they would only give * 
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Kherty to think as they think, and to ut vs 
they act, which was no liberty at all. In 


commiinion than thoſe which our Lord Hach 
appointed, and therefore you could not cl 
ficiate as a Miniſter among them; and in 
p. 121, — that you cannot become a Diſſenter, 
till you are weary of your liberty. In the 
ſame. moderate and friendly ſpirit, and*a8"a 
mean to promote candor and benevolente 
among thoſe, who, though they differ in Iomie 
things, have one Lord, onefaith, and one hope, 
you even repreſent ſome of the Diſſenters 
8 fo fooliſh and prejudiced as not to venture 


within one of your Churches walls, —and 


others are ſo daflardly and mean- ſpirited, who, 
though they would willingly hear Church 


Miniſters occaſionally, are afraid of theit 


"WW Miniſters, and therefore abſent themſelves. 
The rich among us © are not always found 
the moſt eminent either for grace or wiſ- 
dom, and they expect to be conſulted, and 
their judgment followed, by their Miniſters, 
and that the preaching be ſuited to their 


N 2 


p. 116, —that they inſiſt on other terms Uf 


_ and ſentiment.” p. 134.— Vea, almoſt 
. | ever 
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every individual among us, though poor, is 

| fo conceited, ſpiritually proud, and petulant, 
le ag to conceive themſelves qualified to judge 
and to guide the Miniſter, to ſift and 
{ſcrutinize his expreſſions, and to tell him 
bow and what he ought to preach *.“ 

In conſequence alſo of the aſſumed ſu- 
preme and unfcriptural power, claimed and 
lodged in the people among us, (p. 131.) 
and the * unſanctiſied ſpirit in which it 
hath been exerciſed by them, you tell us, 
large ſocieties have been crumbled into ſe- 
parate handfuls +.” —Our people, even the 
evangelical and ſerious, have no zeal, and 
9 were not the molt: likely to maintain and 
: encourage even but the little fervor of re- 
gion you poſſeſſed, and therefore you ra- 

ther chofe to unite. yourſelf with the people 
of the Church of me who i in __ opi- 
nion would .“ 5 
No, Sir, what- Si any enemy ſay 
worſe, or publiſſi ſtronger, or that could 
have a greater tendency to prevent or deter 
. 1% 15, % P. 155. 
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the members of your Church from having 
any fellowſhip or dealings with us; or that 
could better furniſh a backbiter and ſcoffer 
with ſhafts of reproach and calumny, againſt 
ſuch deſpicable Samaritans ? But, as if it 
were not enough thus to expoſe this hete- 
rogeneous body, the Diſſenters, with their 
ſuppoſed views, ſpirit, ſentiments, and uſages, 
(whether juſtly or falſely deſcribed) to pub- 
lic ſcorn and contempt, —you thought it al- 
ſo highly proper to earn the public as to the 
views, ſentiments, and conduct of their Mi- 
nifters, written (as you ſay) in the-ſame 
moderate and friendly ſpirit which it hath 
been my prayer and endeavour to preſerve, 
and which might, by the Being of the Lord, 
be a mean of promoting candor and bene- 
volence *.“ 

In p. 2 5, you inſtruct the wala; that 
there is little more of Chriſt, or of grace, to 
be found in the prayers of ſome of our Mi- 
niſters, than in their ſermons ; and hence ra- 
ther tauntingly exult, ſhall we ſay it is an 


advantage to their congregations, t that their 


p. 160, 
N 3 | Miniſters 


„ 
Miniſters are not confined to a form of 
ſound words ?” In the proper place &, it 
| hath been proved, that even in this, the 
Diſſenters have greatly the advantage over 
many of the members of the eſtabliſhment, 
— becauſe theſe laſt hear from ſome of your 
_ Clergy very little, if any thing at all, of 


_ Chriſt or of grace, or very different things 


concerning them, than what they read in 
their prayers. And as you have granted, 
that your Liturgy is not ſuch a form of 
| ſound words, but that *tis capable of amend- 
ment, it is an advantage we enjoy over you, 
in not being confined to uſe an unſound 
form, or an imperfect one, Woe varying 
a tittle from it. . 

ut your chief care is to inſtruct and wel 
5 guard the public againſt the orthodox or evan- 
gelical Diſſenting Miniſters. In p. 8, 9, 
you lament over theſe, as laying /o much 
fireſs upon circumſtantial differences in ſen- 
timent, as to prevent the exerciſe of mutual 
Jove and forbearance—as employing their 
leiſure hours to vex and worry 5 and 


See before, p. 37, 32. 


each 
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each other with needleſs diſputations and un- 
charitable cenſure—as not exerciſing that 
moderation, candor, and tenderneſs, towards 
you and your brethren, as you ſay you 
cheerfully exerciſe towards us—as aggreſſors 
in religious controverſy, not content to ſtand 
on the defenſive.— And at p. 13, you charge 
us, as writing books, and making unſeaſon- 
able declarations in the moſt ſolemn occa- 
ſions of worſhip, to place you and your 
brethren in a bad light, and to repreſent you 
as almoſt deſtitute of common ſenſe, or of 
common, honeſty.—In p. 31, you charge 
us with having that wrongneſs of ſpirit in 
maintaining unhappy differences, and with 
being /o prone to be as far unlike the eſta- 
bliſhed Clergy as we can ;—that hence we 
depreciate even the very words which our 
Lord himſelf hath taught us in prayer; and ſo 
perverſe are we, that we diſuſe the Lord's 
Prayer on no better ground than becauſe re- 
tained in the uſage of the Church of Eng- 
land. — And, p. 114, you infinuate, that we 
ſeek to honour Chriſt by laying a great 

bs fAirefs 
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fireſs on matters of doubtful diſputation, 
But all this is light.— In p. 129, you would 
have your friends to particularly conſider 
* kind of union or aſſociation among the 
Diſſenting Miniſters, which hath à greater 
effect than ſome people are aware of: to 
be ſure, a very evil and pernicious effect, 
and altogether unfriendly to Chriſtian li- 
berty - for you ſuggeſt, that the weight of a 
| board of Miniſters may be found to be hea- 
vier than a bench of Biſhops *®.—In the ſame 
page, you © compare our Miniſters to a 
company of ſoldiers in their exerciſe, where 
every one muſt move in a preſcribed line, 
keep the ſame pace, and make the like mo- 
tions with the reſt, on pain of being treated 
as refractory. — In p. 134, our preach- 

ing mu be ſuited to the taſte and ſentiment 
of the moſt wealthy Church-members,— 
And, according to p-. 139, we muſt accept 
a Miniſter for our pulpit, though of differ- 
ent ſentiments, and diſapproved by us, if 
| aſked to preach by a principal perſon in the 
Fo, "0 pc op 5 
congregation. 
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congregation. What poor, daſtardly, time- 
ſerving wretches are the Diſſenting Mi- 
nifters! If the above repreſentations were 
true, I would bid them an everlaſting fare- 
well, with, O my ſoul, come not into their 
ſecret—and to their aſſembly, my ag. be 
not thou united! 

Even if your candor will grant that ſome 
of us are ſo faithful as in our better hours 
to diſdain the thought of complying with the 
caprice of our hearers, or conniving at their 
faults *; yet you immediately ſuggeſt to 

your readers, that human nature is weak, 
and we ſtand in a ſtate of temptation,” —in 
which, you ſeem to think, for want of grace, 
we often fall, and give up our integrity +. | 
Nay, there are ſome among us who are ſo 
miſerable, either in pocket or ſpirit, “ that, 
though willing to hear you and other awaken- 
ed Clergymen, do not, becauſe they are afraid | 
of their people f.”? 2 

In p. 59, you charge us with improperly 

p. 2134+ de 
+ ©* If he hath grace to maintain his integrity.” 


: p. 140. 
. requiting 


1 


requiting the candor and liberality of ſome of 
your brethren towards us, in receiving us 
gladly into their houſes, — and with ungene- 
rouſly attempting to prejudice and perplex 
their people, and to weaken their hands. If 
this ſevere reflection can poſſibly be applied 
to any, I apprehend only to two or three, at 
moſt, of all the approved body of Diſſent- 
ing Miniſters in the cities of London and 
Weſtminſter and their environs, —and hard 
indeed is their fate now | To ſhew their 
Chriſtian liberty and catholiciſm, and bro- 
therly love, they might frequently attend 
your houſes and your churches, and mingle 
in your modes of worſhip ; — and I know 
they defended themſelves in the laſt practice 
with, O we differ only in points of a cir- 
cumſtantial nature, — theſe are not of weight 
enough to prevent our communion together, 
we love their zeal, and wiſh them God- 

ſpeed, and will encourage them with our 
preſence.” Many judicious perſons thought, 

there was an apparent inconſiſtency of walk 
and conduct with their profeſſion of being 
bond fide Diſſenters—and that, by their thus 
| e running 
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running into the borders of conformity, they 
_ weakened the Diſſenting intereſt, —either 
drawing away their people with them, or 
by their example leading all men, their own 
families and children not excepted, to con- 
ſider the difference between your Church 
eſtabliſhment, and a Church founded on the 
rules of Chriſt, as merely circumſtantial, 
and fo prepared them for a quick and eaſy 
apoſtacy. While thus viewed by moſt of 
their own brethren, you cenſure them as 


coming among you for the ſake of gaining 


popularity, and to prejudice and perplex your 
people, and weaken your hands; though 
you exult . the m judicious and ſpiritual !? 


are proof againſt their artful inſinuations to 


forſake you “.“ 


In p. 143, you fay, that ting: who 


are Diſſenters upon principle, would act 
againſt their judgments. and conſciences, 
were they to conform for the ſake of uſeful- 
neſs ;** and add, I am well content that 
they ſhould remain as they are.” Probably 
you think, that they who are Diſſenters upon 


* See more obſervations on this, p. 52. 
principle, 
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principle, muſt alſo act againſt their judg- 


ments and conſciences in conforming to 


your modes of worſhip occaſionally, —eſpe- 
_ cially in viſiting you at your houſes, for the 


ſake of uſefulneſs, that is popularity, or to 
draw away your people from you to the Diſ- 
ſenting intereſt no doubt, therefore, but 
you would be well content, if ſuch perſons 
for the future ſtaid away altogether. I muſt 


confeſs, with you, that this occaſional con- 


Formity doth not appear to produce any good, 


if we may judge by its fruits and effects either 


in paſt or preſent days. The catholiciſm 
ſeems to be generally evil ſpoken of, and 
evil judged, by every party, either as pro- 


ceeding from an unſtable and a wavering 
mind, or a defire to gain perſons and mo- 


ney to their party intereſt, and advance their 
own name and influence. If any, however, 


have reaſon to be thankful, and to rejoice, 


in the mean of rimming, I think the ad- 
vantage is much on your ſide — for thus, by 
the intereſt of Diſſenters, ſome of your 


5 W * have obtained good lec- 


ture ſhips 
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tureſhips and livings in the Church; and 
I could mention even fome deſerters from 


us, who have owed their preferments, and 


their very ordination, to their old friends 


the Diſſenters.— Beſide, after all the ange- 


nerous arts of my brethren who aſſociate with 
you, you ſhould have acknowledged, that we 


never compel any of your communion to come 


over to us by any force or bribe, as your ſu- 
periors do ſome of ours, by the unrighteous 


| tefl act; nor do we compel any of your 


communion, and thoſe who never hear us, 
to contribute to our ſupport *. 

In p. 150, we have another ſevere re- 
proach thrown out, that in © the great and. 
ſpreading revival of religion which took 
place, the inſtruments were 0 Diſſenters.“ 
We now alſo, and for ſome time paſt have 
had, only the name and form, inſtead of 
the reality, ſpirit, and power. — And, p. 154, 


our moſt judicious Miniſters have loſt a 
proper animation in their delivery; and in 


See more on this point, p- 60, 62. 


the 
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me next page, our people have no 'zeal,— 
they are unlikely to maintain or encourage 
even but a little fervor of religion, and their 
Mdiniſters have but few evident tokens of a 
power from on high accompanying their 
public miniſtrations ; but in the Church of 
England were the moſt evident tokens. 
In p. 48, the Diſſenting Miniſters are 
ſuch a claſs of beings, that you eſteem it 
a remarkable interpoſition of the providence 
of God to prevent your being one of them. 
And at p. 550, we behold you “ heartily 
thankful to the Lord, for leadirg you by 
a way which you knew not, to labour in 
that. part of the vineyard which is ſeparate 
from them.—What did you intend, brother, 
that your particular friends, not to ſay the 
world, ſhould think of us ?—Why did you, 
in p. 52, let out the ſecret, and teach us ſo 
plainly what you would have them think ? 
Truly, we are ſo bent on avarice, or the 
promotion of a party, that behold we queſ- 
tion whether any good at all is done by the 
W of the pious Clergyʒ and you 
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openly ſay," would we attach ourſelves to the 


 Diffenting intereſt, and could we perſuade our 
people to follow us, they would probably 15 


longer doubt whether the Lord had wrought 


by our Miniftry or not.” Some of theſe 
'remarkable words (proofs of that Chriſtian 
charity in your breaſt which hopeth all 
'things and thinketh no evil) are contained 
in the very fame page with your declaration 
of „lying low in the duſt in the ſight of 
the Lord, conſcious of inherent defilement, 


and that your beſt ſervices need forgive- 


neſs.” — Your ſervices in this Apologia were 


certainly intended to terrify the ſerious part 


of mankind from the leaſt oonnection with 
the Diſſenting intereſt; and your many re- 
proaches againſt us need our forgiveneſs. — 
You have mine, without ſolicitation; and 


happy ſhall I be, if theſe remarks on the ſpi- 


rit and tendency of your Letters, excite you 
to a ſuitable acknowlegement, and to the 
exerciſe henceforth of that love and friend- 


ſhip which will ſubſiſt between the genuine 


uileiples of. Chriſt in a better worſdd. 


I wil 
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I will appeal to your. own judgment, 


Sir; can a moderate and impartial perſon 


read this your liſt of charges and inſinuation. 


againſt the Proteſtant Diſſenters, Miniſters 
and people, and not immediately think of the 


liſt of famous perſons recorded in Rom. i. 28 
—31? If you had not the 4% in your eye, 
tis evident that you conſider us, and would 


have all men to view and regard us, as parti- 
fans and bigots, —quarrelſome and conten- 
| tious, —depreciators of even the Saviour's own 


1 words, and diſuſing, becauſe others eſteem 


and uſe them, —uncharitable, refuſmg to 
others that liberty which we claim for our- 
ſelves, — impious, through avarice or envy 
deniers of the real work of God in the ſouls of 
men, — ungrateful, factious, implacable.— I 


brief, we are altogether deſtitute of that love 


which the Goſpel, of Chriſt: enjoins, and 


which every real Chriſtian feels the power of, 
and chexiſhes in his breaſt.— Happy for us! 
that we made no ſubſcriptions, nor took any 
oaths at our ordination or inſtitution, or elſe 


covenant-breakers might have been added to 


-> 


the 


* 0 © -©& 4 


Cel 


; [8 7 
.the liſt, and other epithets ; but there are 
f;ull enough now to finiſh our character, if 
credited. Vet ſurely, ſome inſtances ought 
to have been given in proof of our very evil 
ſpirit and conduct, at the time you laid us 
tus before the public. However, tis our 
conſolation, that none but the exceedingly 
weak and credulous will believe a thing to be 
true, merely becauſe one man, though a Ga- 
maliel, ſaid it. Few of our people will go out 
from among us, though you ſet them an eam- 
ple twenty years paſt; and, after every artifice 
that can be named or deviſed, {till there will be 
a large remnant preſerved, who will not fail to 
examine their religious principles, and modes 
in worſhip, by the Sacred Oracles, be ſtead- 
faſt, and conſcientiouſly retain them, with us. 
Permit me, after this review, to aſk you; 
or rather, after collecting together the ſeve- 
ral inſinuations, ſneers, charges, and accuſa- 
tions contained in your four letters, — and 
which your own memory can do better than 
any perſon for you, — pray aſk yourſelf, 
<« Underſtood I the meaning of my own words 
in . 140, when I faid, I write only on the 
Q — efenſoue fey 
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@efenſroe? ”” You cannot ſhew, I apprehend, 
any divine commiſſion, granting you an ex- 
traordinary indulgence, or excluſive privi- 
lege to uſe hard names, or to throw about 
reproaches, or to promote a party, more 
than any other Miniſter of Chrift. Have 
you not really beſtowed on your diſſenting 
brethren ſome harſh cenſures, unbecoming 
your profeſſion ? Is the way you have taken, 
the moſt ſuitable one to obviate prejudices, 
and to prevent or abate the unhappy effects 

of a party ſpirit — Can a large number of 


your paragraphs be ſtyled the language of a 


moderate and friendly ſpirit—or be recon- 
ciled with your alleged deſire, that “while we 
live here, we ſhould be at peace among our- 
ſelves, and live in the ſpirit of that love (the 
only infallible mark of our being truly the 
ſervants of Chriſt) which ſeeketh not its 
own, is not eaſily provoked, thinketh no 
evil, but beareth, hopeth, and believeth all 
. things *?” Conſider, whether that love, which 
is the diſcriminating charaReriſtic of the re- 
ven of Je in our ho 
| 3% Þ» 166. | 1 
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fpirit and language truly bear his mark. _ 

As you have frequently boaſted of the li- 
berty you enjoy in your Church ; and your 
ſecond reaſon for not being a Diſſenter, was, 


e becauſe you highly valued the right of 
private judgment, and your liberty as a man 


and a Chriſtian, I will conclude my pre- 
{ent correſpondence with a brief account of 


the liberty which I enjoy in theſe reſpects as 


a Diſſenter, and of — you as a Churchman 
are deprived, 
Is can aſſure you, W 1 nander at or- 
Anation nor inſtitution was forced to bow 


my knees before a Lord Biſhop, or any other 


eccleſiaſtical ſuperior; and had xo fees to pay 
to any perſon whatever at my admiſſion into 
the ſervice of Chriſt in his Church.— I had 
no articles of human device to ſubſeribe, 
iüimpoſed by civil authority upon me as the 
true and Chriſtian doctrine, before I could 
enter the Church to ſpeak in the name and 
on the behalf of the Lord Jeſus—nor. was I 
Drs to afſent and conſent to a book of 

O2 prayers, 


gia in that degree of exerciſe as to ſatisfy your- | 
ſelf, not to ſay candid obſervers, that your 


* 
— 
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prayers, ceremonies, and rules, tex animo, 
which is allowed, by the moſt ſenſibſe and 
pious of your own community, to contain 
many things very exceptionable and unſcrip- 

tural, and that ought to be expunged. —I was 
under no temptation to court the favour of any 
Patron for the exerciſe of my paſtoral office; 


nor was I thruſt in among the people to 


whom I miniſter, or appointed to the care 
of their ſouls without their knowledge or 
approbation, by any perſon whatever; but 
Had the happineſs of being their free choice, 
according to the right they enjoyed in na- 
ture and conſcience, and which was exer- 
Ciſed by the primitive Chriſtians ſo r as 
the days of the Apoſtles. 
I was not obliged to ſwear true and canoni- | 
eal obediente to any man living, much leſs to 
his ſucceflors, as a condition of being ſuffered 
to preach the Goſpel,—nor did I ever ac- 


. __  #Snowledge the ability of any man to give 


the Holy Ghoſt unto me, to qualify me for 
the ſervice; nor did I pretend to receive it 
from any man, much leſs a commiſſion to for- 


give and retain the ſins of thoſe to whom 1 
2 " 2 
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_ minilter, and of * other —_— whatſo-' 
ever. 

I was not e within two 2 
after my induction, to read thirty- nine Ar- 
ticles of religion, and make a public declara- 

tion of my unfeigned aſſent to them, though 
containing many things of doubtful diſputa- 
tion among the very heads of your Church, 
as was you, and as are all your Clergy, on 
pain of deprivation * nor have I one hun- 
dred and forty-one canons, or even one, to 
read any Sabbath of the year to my people, 
whether I like them or not; but there are 
ſome you are obliged to read, which con- 
feſſedly reflect on the headſhip of Chriſt, and 
the ſufficiency of ſcripture; and others pour 
forth excommunications againſt thoſe who 
cannot in conſcience conform to the eſtab- 
liſhment, becauſe they take the word of God 
only, for the rule of their faith and worſhip. 
Il am free from pronouncing theſe or any 
other anathemas againſt my brethren and fel- 
Volumes have been written by the Clergy in ſearch 

of the proper original ſenſe of the articles, as well 
as to amn their preſent meaning and benefit. 
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low: faints;—and, Sir, I can wear what gar- 


ments J pleaſe, either in my own houſe or 
the houſe of God, without any compulſive 


order, or reſtraint, or cenſure from eccle- 


ſiaſtical rulers or ſuperiors. 


No ordersfrom Right Reverend Lord W 


biſhops, or Lord Biſhops, Deans, or Arch- 
deacons, or any Spiritual Court Officers, have 


any claim or binding influence upon me. J 
am at liberty, both as a man and a Chriſtian, 


from the obſervation of a number of unpro- 
fitable feſtivals and faſts, vigils and eves, 


which you are conſtrained to obſerve, as you 


would be found faithful to your promiſe and 


your ſuperiors : and I can ad libitum direct 


my face to worſhip my God towards the 
Welt, the North, and the South, as we as 
the Eaſt. 


I can indulge ſcrupulous — with 


receiving the memorials of our Lord's body 


and blood in any poſture they think to be 
moſt ſcriptural, inſtead of being forced to 


deny it, as you are, to all who will not re- 
ceive it kneeling before a ſuppoſed altar ;— 
and 7 can uſe ſuch words at the diſtribution, 

he 9 
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as haves no tendency to countenance tranſub-- 
ſtantiation or ſuperſtition. —/ alſo am free of 

the great ſnare and evil of carrying or giv- 
ing the ſacrament (as the Lord's Supper is 
called) to the fick in private, or on their 


death-beds, and proftituting a church ordi- 


nance as a viaticum or private paſſport for a 


| foul to heaven. 


I am under no conflraint as to the perſons 
with whom I ſhall have communion at the 


table of the Lord: —I know all who come 


unto it, and am under 70 fear of being pro- 
ſecuted in a court of law for refuſing to give 
it to diforderly and ungodly perſons. — I 
am not compelled to proftitute the ſacred 


— 


_ ordinance to a civil purpoſe, or to uſe it as a 


Aiſtinguiſping teſt of parties, a wall of parti- 


tion between Chriſtians, —or to give it as a 


qualification to any and every man, as 2 
means of barter for their enjoying the poſts, 
profits, and honours of a ſecular eſtabliſh - 

ment. I am free from degrading the digni- 
ty er the divine inſtitution into a mere civil 
W and laying it open and in com- 
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mon to either the profi — or the unprin- 


cipled. | 
can admit parents, Sir, not only to be 
_ preſent at their children's baptiſm, but to 
devote their children unto God, the great 
parent of all, —and can charge them in their 
| own perſons to undertake the religious edu 
cation of their infant offspring, according to 
their bounden duty; —and I have no part in 
your fore evil of ordering them to procure 


ſureties and goſſips, and then making theſe 


_ perſons to promiſe for the child what they do 
not and cannot perform for. themſelves ; 
which I muſt know alſo they conſider, at the | 
very time, only as a matter of form and ce- 
remony; as *tis too notorious, that the 


greateſt part of the ſureties never trouble 


themſelves about the child any more, or if 
they did, could never faithfully diſcharge the 
truſt ſo formally and ane dele- 


gated to them. 


I am not obliged, i | in the baptiſaa of 88 1 


to make a croſs on the child's forehead, in 


token of what he is afterwards to do, or ra- 


ther, 


„5 
ther, in conformity to the corrupt Church of. 
5 Rome, from whole liturgy much of your ſer- 
vice is borrowed, Nor am I conſtrained to 
tell the parents and ſureties of every child T. 
baptize (what few awakened clergy can be- 
lieve to be really true) that by the baptiſm it is 
regenerated, —and then in ſolemn prayer, give 
unto God alſo my moſt hearty thanks that 
it hath pleaſed him to regenerate the infant 
with his Holy Spirit, and receive him for” 
his own child by adoption; and that he is, 
made partaker of the death of his Son.” 

I am not under the neceſſity, as you are 
in the duty of catechiſing, to teach the chil- 
dren as they grow up, whether good or bad, 
vicious or ſerious, to believe and to fay, 

(what the holy ſcriptures rather gainfay)} | 

that © in baptiſm they were made members 
of Chriſt, and children of God, and inheritors 

of the kingdom of heaven.” The above par- 1 
ticulars, reſpecting Baptiſm and the Lord's 
ſupper, yourſelf being judge, are likely to 
be, and have been often, attended with 
dangerous conſeguences, quieting and lulling 

5 5 aſleep 
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| aeep the conſciences of men on a Halle 4 


foundation. 


+ And'what ſhall I fay as to your order for | 


the viſitation of the ſick, —Whart is your li- 
Berty in this reſpe&t ?—I thank God, I am 


at liberty to converſe and pray with the fick 
and dying, as may ſeem moſt ſuitable to my 


own mind and their circumſtances, — and 
ſhould they, through ſuperſtition and prieſt- 
craft, connected with inward: terror, be in- 


duced to aſk from me abſolution ; inſtead of e 
pronouncing what you are enjoined to do, / 


can tell them, that the Lord Jeſus left no 


power to his Miniſters or Servants in his 
Church to abſolve finners,—and that I had no 


authority committed to me to abſolve them 


from any one of their ſins, but they muſt look 
p to heaven, and the God of mercies alone, 
for that bleſſing, through the Son of his love. 


- Trejoice, as a Diſſenter, in being at liberty, 


and delivered alſo from the ſnare and impo- 


| ſition of declaring my fure and certain hope 


of a reſurrection to eternal life, and the fal- 


| vation of, all I bury in the grave, — and am 
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wot forced to give God hearty thanks for 


taking away ſome perſons out of the world, 
| Whoſe lives were precious and valuable, and 
their deaths much to be regretted by their 
families and ſociety, - nor am I #bliged to 
ſay, it was an act of God's great mercy in 
taking to himſelf. the ſouls of perſons to 
whoſe life I was an utter ftranger, or per- 
haps knew it to have been without Chriſt in 
the world, and who died, it may be, in the act 
of drunkenneſs, or of blaſphemy, or by their 
own hands, or in a duel with a neighbour ; 
—and yet you muſt pray God alſo, that when 
yourſelf ſhall depart out of this life, you 
may reſt in Chriſt, as your hope is that your 
(unknown or wicked) brother doth. — You 
cannot believe, that God of his great mer- 
ey takes to himſelf the ſouls of all thoſe 
whoſe bodies are privileged with your ca- 
nonical burial. _ 

Beſides the great efron betwixt you 
and me, and our liberty as men and Chrif- 
tians in the forecited particulars, others 
"_ be added as the fulſome compliments 


and 
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and adulatien, and the unj juſt epithets giren 
to dead princes, and ſometimes to living 


ones, and others, which you are obliged pub- 


licly to preſent to God on the 3oth of Janu- 
_ ary, the 29th of May, and other occaſions, 
&c.—but the few I have ſelected, I think, 
fully evince what a High value you ſet on the 


right of private judgment, in uniting with 
the eſtabliſhment, and becoming a Miniſter 


in the Church of England—and how ju 
you can exult over Diſſenters, in poſſeſſing 


more than they, that liberty, which as men 
we ought to enjoy, and to which as Chriſ- 
tians our Lord and his Goſpel call us. 


Be ye happy !—I would not change ſtates | 


with you, for all your preſent ſuperiority as 
to a good living, independent of the people, 


I cannot join a Church, no not for all her 
emoluments, which hath ſuch a worldly 

complexion, — whoſe canons, - conſtitutions, 
orders, and officers, derive their force, not 


from Chriſt, but from acts of parliament 


and the King's ſanction.— The very power 


of "REIN exerciſed * your Biſhops, 
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is entirely from the King, only from his 
commiſſion; and you well know how they 
themſelves are choſen and appointed.  _ 

I am content with miniſtering to a people 
ſo collected, as that indeed the eleventh ca- 
non of your Church allows us to be a true and 
lawful Church, notwithſtanding your leav- 


ing, and now aſſailing us; and we are a true 
Church alſo, according to the definition given 
of one in your nineteenth article. But to the 


Word and Teſtimony muſt be our great ap- 


peal. The things in which I differ from 


you, as a member of the eſtabliſhed Church, 


are thoſe in which I apprehend you differ 


from Chriſt. If there be, from Scripture, 
room for difference among ſerious: profeſ- 
ſors, your eccleſiaſtical rulers ſhould not pre- 
tend to ſettle religion better than our Lord 
and his Apoſtles did ; nor ſhould they impoſe 
thoſe rites in the worſhip of God, which 
they perfectly well know neither the head 

of the Church, nor his immediate followers, 


and the firſt Chriſtians, ever uſed. —But they 


aſſume alſo a right of multiplying the num- 
ber of articles and of ceremonies, as well 


1 
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as to impoſe thoſe that are at preſent in 
faſhion. — However, to your | own maſter 
you ſtand or fall. 

: When I began to read your Jetters; I had 
not the leaſt intention to pen an anſwer : 
— the contents and ſpirit of them, have 
drawn theſe remarks from me.—Should they, 
contrary to my wiſh, raiſe me an opponent, 
and give occaſion to you, or any friend, to 


anſwer, I ſhall duly conſider it, and be ready, 


by reply or ſome other way, to render juſtice 
to you, to myſelf, and to our cauſe. —My 


-  Cefire is, that brotherly love may continue. 


EI am inclined to think, that your letters 
were written in ſome gloomy and diſcon- 


tented hour; and hope that the ſeverity with 


which you have treated your former good 
friends the Diffenters, will be now ex- 

changed for a far warmer friendſhip bp 
eſteem than ever. I aſſure you, my ſpirit 
is moderate and friendly; and far would 1 
be from 'rendering evil for evil, or railing 
for railing ; but rather. pour forth bleſſings, | 
were they at my diſpoſal, on thoſe who from 


their hearts excommunicate and curſe me. 
2 5 If 
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| If we cannot be perſuaded to agree in 


ſome things, let us not bite and devour 


one another. You are ſafe as to temporals, 
in all events, the diſcouragements are on 
my fide ; but let my lot be what it may, my 
reſolution is to follow the great author and 
finiſher of our faith, if it be through evil re- 
port or greater ſufferings, till we meet in 
his kingdom of glory, and join in the ſame 
fongs of love, and of praiſe to him who re- 
deemed us with his blood. To his mercy 
and bleſfin „ 


1 commend you; and remain 
Your affectionate friend, 


June e 24th, 1784. 
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